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The meeting of the Standing, Special Shrimp and Socioeconomic SSC was convened at 1:30 pm 
on June 1, 2016.  The agenda was approved and the minutes of the March 8, 2016 Standing and 
Special Shrimp SSC meeting were approved as written.   
 
Shrimp Amendment 17B (OY, MSY, number of permits, permit pool, transit provisions) 
 
The SSC was informed of the outcomes of the Aggregate MSY/OY Working group that met on 
March 2, 2016.  The working group recommended an aggregate MSY based on a previous working 
group’s methodology taking the aggregate offshore landings and effort and using Graham Shaffer 
curve to estimate aggregate MSY.  It was clarified that offshore includes anything from the 
COLREGS1 lines out, and that all shrimp species are included in aggregate MSY.  The SSC did 
not have any concerns with the approach the working group used to calculate the aggregate MSY 
nor the recommended aggregate OY.   
 
The SSC then reviewed Actions 1, 2, and 3 in Shrimp Amendment 17B.  The SSC had no issues 
with only two alternatives for Action 1, as it agreed that any other calculation of the aggregate 
MSY would be arbitrary.  However, in Action 2, the SSC thought that other alternatives are 
necessary.  Though Alternative 2 would be the preferred choice from the SSC, the SSC suggested 
using confidence intervals about the working group’s proposed aggregate OY to give a range of 
alternatives.   
 
The SSC reviewed Action 3 in Shrimp Amendment 17B.  The SSC requested more rationale for 
the thresholds in the discussion of the different alternatives for Action 3.  It was clarified that this 
discussion is in the appendix of the working group report and can be incorporated into the 
document.  There was discussion about the number of active permitted vessels versus the number 
of vessels with valid permits and it was clarified that the estimates of active permitted vessels is 
based on whether they had any landings from offshore waters, not whether they were active in 
federal waters.  Because landings from non-federal offshore waters were considered with respect 
to whether a permitted vessel was active, the estimate of active permitted vessels based on 
landings from offshore waters will overestimate the number of permitted vessels with landings 
from federal waters and so there is already a buffer built into the estimate of active permitted 
vessels.  The SSC did not make any motions regarding the alternatives in Action 3.   

 
  

                                                 
1 The COLREGS lines are the set of demarcation lines that have been established by the Convention on the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (commonly called COLREGS).  Gulf offshore waters 
include some state waters, as well as federal waters.  
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