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Split Season Suggestions
from Gulf Council

e Option 1: Open federal for-hire red snapper
season Apr 20 — May 31, reopen Sept 1 until
ACT projected to be exceeded.

e Option 2: Open federal for-hire red snapper
season June 1 —June 30, reopen Oct 1 until
ACT projected to be exceeded.
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e
Analytical Challenges

e No recent federal for-hire catch rate data
outside of June — July for entire Gulf region

e |sthere a seasonal dynamic to red snapper
catches? If so, is it due to red snapper stock
movement or catchability? Or, is it due to
differences in fishing effort? Would fishermen
compensate for a change in the season start
date and exert more effort in open months?

e LOTS of uncertainty
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T
Expectations

e June catch rates are likely high because weather
conditions are nice, school is out, little conflict
from other activities

e April-May catch rates may be high although
school is in, because weather may be similar to
June, and high catch rates are anticipated at start
of season

e Sept-Oct catch rates may be lower as school is in,
anglers may have scheduling conflicts (e.g.,
football, hunting, etc.), and the stock will have
been fished by several weeks already
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A
7 Different Analytical Approaches

1. Unscaled: Assume that catch rates do not vary by month, apply the
mean of the 2014-2015 daily catch rates projected by SERO for the 2016
season

2. Historic (by state): Scale monthly catch rates based on mean 2004-
2007 federal season (Apr 15-Oct 31) observed daily catch rates for each
individual state

3. Historic (Gulf): Scale monthly catch rates based on mean 2004-2007
federal season (Apr 15-Oct 31) observed daily catch rates for entire Gulf
of Mexico combined

4. & 6. Wind Speed: Scale monthly catch rates based on mean (2007-
2015) ratio of “fishable days” for Beaufort scale < 5 (wind speed<17
knots) and Beaufort scale < 6 (wind speed < 22 knots) relative to June

5. & 7. Wave Height: Scale monthly catch rates based on mean (2007-
2015) ratio of “fishable days” for Beaufort scale < 5 (wave height<2 m)
and Beaufort scale < 6 (wave height < 3 m) relative to June
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Catch Rate versus Waves 3-4
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Fishable Days: Beaufort Scale < 5

Wind Speeds < 17 knots
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Projected Catch Rates
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SPLIT SEASON OPTION 1: APR 20-MAY 31, SEPT 1-END
| DAYSOPENBEFOREACTEXCEEDED

Beaufort Scale =6  Beaufort Scale =5
Historic  Historic Wind Wave Wind Wave
Month Unscaled (byState) (Gulf) Speed Height Speed Height

April 11 11 11 11 11 11 11
May 31 31 31 31 31 31 31
Sept.

m-mmmm-mm

SPLIT SEASON OPTION 2: JUNE 1-30, OCT 1-END
| DAYSOPENBEFOREACTEXCEEDED

Beaufort Scale =6  Beaufort Scale =5
Historic  Historic Wind Wave Wind Wave
Month Unscaled (byState) (Gulf) Speed Height Speed Height

June 30 30 30 30 30 30 30
Oct. 14 31 31 15 15 18 15
Nov. 0 1 5 0 0 0 0

Dec. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
_TOTAL | 44 | 62 | 66 | 45 | 45 | 48 | 45



Questions?
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% Fishable Days vs. June

Fishable Days: Beaufort Scale < 6
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Projected Catch Rates
(Ib ww per open federal day)
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