Florida Keys Commercial Fishermen's Association
P.O. Box 501404, Marathon, FL 33050

Phone & Fax: 305-743-0294  Cell: 305-619-0039
E-mail: FKCFA1@hotmail.com  Website: FKCFA.Org

June 7, 2015

Dr. Pamella Dana, Chair & Committee Members

Mackerel Committee

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100

Tampa, Florida 33607 \

Re: King Mackerel Framework Amendment 3, CMP Amendments 26 & 28

Dear Dr. Dana,
On May 6, 2015, the active permit holders in the kingfish gillnet fishery met in ;-’r West, Florida g review and

discuss alternatives proffered in Framework Amendment 3 and a review of C Amengfentg#76 & 28. Here are
the results of that meeting: :

Action 1: Modify the Commercial King Mackerel Gillnet Trip Limit 3

Industry Preferred: Alternative 2, Option 2b: Increase the trip limi 13 ‘/,'.;_.‘/‘

: Sf"‘*
95% of the strikes made in the gillnet fishery are |g§ : Y owrds, therefore an increase in the trip limit to
that number resolves 95% of stakeholder propt s of exceeding the trip limit and virtually

eliminates the potential for excessiv fifves fOiEVE ¥ The__actlon will improve fleet efficiency,

increase product|V|ty angd -” ]‘ Ered ty at sea «By- SUS e dte, all active, permitted, stakeholders
agreed to requesici f ,' i nfts to 45, )00 A6 *&,,\' ave & fled their intent by signing the attached
affidavit. k8 :\ T \ 5 ( ¢ :“.‘_, ds tl LOL 3 Quld be exceeded on the first day of fishing.
However, iE =l SR Sateh-nas NEVeY Rexceeded 250,000 pounds and typically
averages &b 200,000 or Iess. \

Action 2: Modify Accountability Measur' For-the Gifrret Com nent of the Commercial King Mackerel Fishery
Industry Preferred: Alternative 1: No Action

Stakeholders felt none of the options presented in the amendment offered appropriate relief for fishermen. All of
the stakeholders expressed willingness to volunteer overages provided underages would be allocated in the
subsequent year’s harvest. The discussion also addressed concerns over proposed reductions in the annual quota
because of recruitment issues when millions of pounds of fish allocated to other sectors have been left
unharvested for more than ten years.

Action 3: Modify Electronic Reporting Requirements for Dealers Receiving King Mackerel harvested by Gillnet
in the Gulf Southern Zone
Industry Preferred: Alternative 1: No Action
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Stakeholders saw no benefit to changing reporting requirements offered in Alternatives 2 or 3 and felt
accountability measures and the increased level of communication developed over the past several years
between stakeholders, port agents and NMFS/SERO provided real-time data gathering and a higher level of
accountability.

Action 4: Elimination of Inactive Commercial King Mackerel Gillnet Endorsements

Industry Preferred: Alternative 3: Allow commercial king mackerel gillnet endorsements to be renewed only if
landings for a single year during 2006-2015 were greater than 1 Ib. Gillnet endorsements that do not qualify will
be non-renewable and non-transferable.

For clarification, our intent is to maintain as active any permits with landings of 1 or more pounds in any year
between 2006 and 2015.

CMP Amendments 26 & 28
* Stakeholders expressed disbelief regarding a proposed reduction in annual quota over the next 5 years
based largely on an aging fish population and lower recruitment. Obviously, thege is somethin'inherently
wrong with the models being used for the assessment especially when approxingately 3 millionJpounds of
allocation to the recreational sector have been left unharvested annually for 1f years. We urge the
Councils to readdress the assessment and science indicating a need for suchgrastic cuts.
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* Stakeholders support a recommendation for the new dividing line betw Gulf apd Soygh Atlantic stocks
established as the Miami-Dade/Monroe County line on the Atlantic s ] ikl
g
&
* Stakeholders support reallocation of unused quota from the recrgg |on k@P tothe commercial sector
until such time as the recreational sector has demonstrated a_#@fd foFagg@iional quota along with careful

monitoring of the proposed recreational trip limit from 2 to3# y‘_//d‘ Erson per day.
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Dr. Dana, thank you for the opportunity to addres £5€ s ;}::‘ j‘:-:\ @PeUide comment to the committee as we
continue to work with the Councils to enha ¢,‘-’»):,. i \line th&*¥ U es and regulations governing this fishery.
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Capt. Bill Ng

Executive Di or

C: Mr. Kevin Anson, GMFMC
Dr. Roy Crabtree, NMFS/SERO
Mr. Doug Gregory, GMFMC
Mr. Ben Hartig, SAFMC
Mr. Bob Mahood, SAFMC



Affidavit In Support of a 45,000 Trip Limit

Gulf of Mexico — Southern Sub-Zone - Gillnet Fishery

May 6, 2015

By affixing my signature hereto, | hereby certify, | am a current permit holder or authorized representative of the permit holder in the Gulf of Mexico,
Southern Sub-Zone Gillnet Fishery for king mackerel and support a trip limit increase to 45,000 pounds (whole weight) per vessel per day.
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