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Standing, Special Spiny Lobster and Socioeconomic SSC
Meeting Summary
Tampa, Florida
June 1, 2016

The meeting of the Standing, Special Spiny Lobster and Socioeconomic SSC was convened at 2:45
pm on June 1, 2016. The agenda was approved and the minutes of the spiny lobster portion of the
March 10, 2015 Standing, Special Shrimp and Special Spiny Lobster SSC meeting were approved
as written.

Review of the 2014/2015 and 2015/2016 (preliminary) Spiny Lobster Landings

Staff provided the SSC with the landings from the 2014-2015 spiny lobster season, and the
preliminary landings from the 2015-2016 season. The ACT was exceeded in the 2014-2015 and
both the ACT and the ACL has been exceeded in the 2015-2016. Staff then provided a summary
of the review panel that met March 28, 2016 and the summary of the joint meeting of the SAFMC
and GMFMC Spiny Lobster AP meeting from April 25, 2016. Both the review panel and the APs
had recommended recalculating the ACL based on the landings data from 1991 to the 2015-2016
spiny lobster season. To do this, the ABC would need to be reevaluated by the SSC. The SSC
discussed reevaluating the ABC and the OFL. The SSC discussed the previous rationale for using
the short time period of 2000 to 2009. The SSC discussed potential reasons for the decline that
was observed in 2000, but concluded that the stock seems to be fluctuating and that using the
entire time series would be appropriate given that the rationale of a reduced stock for using a
truncated time series is no longer relevant; the methodology would not change, just the input years.
The SSC made the following motion:

The Committees recommend to use the time series of 1991-2015/2016 for an ABC/OFL
calculation for Spiny Lobster.

Motion passed 15-5.
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