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 CRCP supported activities (2011 – Present)

 Develop online portal to access coral and habitat 

related information for use in science, management, 

and education activities

 CRCP support awarded in competitive 3 – yr 

cycles 

 Current presentation describes 2014 – 2016 

accomplishments

 Supports 1 full time employee



 Expansion of Gulf 

Council Portal

 Gulf of Mexico 

focus

 Provide 

comprehensive  

source of coral and 

ecological data

 Create learning 

modules

 Improve 

stakeholder 

engagement

 Increase use of 

Gulf Council portal 

and database 

products

 Management 

Strategy Evaluation 

(MSE)

 Complete 

evaluation of coral 

EFH/HAPC

Information about 

coral ecosystems

Enhancing stakeholder 

engagement
Coral Management



 Self Reported Angler data

 Goliath Grouper

 Lionfish- future endeavors

Goliath grouper reporting tool

Image of goliath grouper courtesy of SeaGrant 

Image of lionfish courtesy of NOAA



portal.gulfcouncil.org

http://portal.gulfcouncil.org/


 Predictive modeling MSE

 Model-based approach to compare conservation area 

designation methods

 Key Considerations

▪ Coral likelihood

▪ Commercial fishing



 Collaborations with data providers

Dataset Type Coverage Source

Coral Hard bottom Hard bottom Gulf of Mexico FWRI

GOM Oyster Oyster Gulf of Mexico NOAA

GOM Seagrass Seagrass Gulf of Mexico NOAA

GOM Sediments MMS Sediments Gulf of Mexico NOAA

Mangrove Habitat in 

Florida Mangrove Gulf of Mexico FWRI

Oyster Beds in Florida Oyster Gulf of Mexico FWRI

Seagrass Habitat in Florida Seagrass Gulf of Mexico FWRI

Mangrove areas Mangrove Gulf of Mexico USGS

Saltmarsh areas Saltmarsh Gulf of Mexico USA NWI

Seagrass areas Seagrass Gulf of Mexico WCMC-UNEP

Banks Keys Florida Banks Gulf of Mexico FWRI

Spring Coast

Seagrass/Hard 

bottom Gulf of Mexico FWRI



 Habitat Linkages

 Key habitats in the Gulf of 

Mexico

 Mangroves

 Seagrass

 Sargassum

 portal.gulfcouncil.org/blog

portal.gulfcouncil.org/blog
http://portal.gulfcouncil.org/blog.html
http://portal.gulfcouncil.org/blog.html


 Story Boards

 Report a goliath

 Summary of coral management

 Decline of corals

 Lionfish

 Southeast Deep Coral Initiative

 Ecosystem Based Fisheries 

Management

 Management resources

 Coral HAPC viewer

 Spiny lobster closed areas viewer

 GMFMC regulations database

 Interactive map of existing 

management areas
GOM HAPC Viewer

SEDCI Storyboard



 Coral Amendment 9

 Development of outreach 

materials

 Meeting attendance

Image of Flower Garden Banks courtesy of NOAA



 Meeting attendance

 ‘Aligning Ecosystem 

Modeling Efforts with 

Ecosystem-based Fisheries 

Management and 

Restoration Needs in the 

Gulf of Mexico’

 National IEA conference

 Development of EBFM 

storyboard

 Future infographics

Image of Flower Garden Banks courtesy of NOAA



• Zeenatul Basher:  

Zeenatul.Basher@gulfcouncil.org

• Coral portal website:

http://portal.gulfcouncil.org/

Image courtesy of NOAA

mailto:Zeenatul.Basher@gulfcouncil.org
http://portal.gulfcouncil.org/

