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Remarkable Reefs of the Flower Garden Banks



Juvenile Vermilion Snapper at Stetson Bank – 2015
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Flower Garden Banks
National Marine Sanctuary
Revised Management Plan

• Process began in 2007

• Draft released October 2010

• Final Plan released April 27, 2012

• Regulations effective May 29, 2012

• Sanctuary Expansion

• Education and Outreach

• Research and Monitoring

• Resource Protection

• Visitor Use

• Operations and Administration



DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 

SANCTUARY EXPANSION

DATE OF RELEASE:  
June 10, 2016

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:  
June 10 – August 19, 2016



Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary

Proposed Action (DEIS, p. ES-3):

“Expand, as appropriate, the network of protected areas 
within the sanctuary, and apply the existing sanctuary 
regulations and management actions to the expanded 
area.”



FLOWER GARDEN BANKS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

TX
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FGBNMS PROHIBITIONS

• Vessel Anchoring
• Fishing with or possession of fishing 

gear other than conventional hook 
and line gear

• Possession of fish or invertebrates 
(except those taken by hook and line)

• Alteration of seabed 
• Injuring or removing coral, plants or 

bottom formations
• Oil & gas exploration within “no 

activity zones” (NAZ)
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Recommendation 05/18



By the numbers:

• Existing area:  56 sq mi
• Expansion area: 14 additional reefs and banks
• Total recommended expanded area: 206 sq mi
• NOAA Preferred Alternative (2016 DEIS): 383 sq mi
• 2007 SAC Recommendation: 281 sq mi
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Recommendations from GMFMC on Fishing Regulations



NAZSAC
GMFMC Recommendation

• Apply existing FGBNMS 
fishing regulations  (i.e. 
hook and line only) within 
“No Activity Zones” (NAZ)

• Allow historical fishing 
practices (i.e. bottom 
longline) and anchoring by 
fishing vessels outside NAZ

• Require education program 
and FGBNMS 
“endorsement” to fish or 
anchor outside NAZ



SAC

FGBNMS Advisory Council
Recommendation 05/18



SAC Recommendation

NOAA Preferred Alternative



• Maintain current fishing regulations in the existing HAPCs with 
regulations

• Continue to allow historical fishing practices in the areas that are 
outside designated “No anchor / No bottom tending gear zones”

• Establish a certificate program or endorsement program that would 
allow for education of fishermen within the FGBNMS on the 
environmental importance of the area(s), fishing restricted areas and 
appropriate gear types (i.e. anchor type). This program could be a 
requirement for anyone that fishes in the FGBNMS proposed 
boundaries. 

• Provide an adequate number of mooring buoys on any of the 
expanded “no bottom tending gear zones” to allow access for the 
public. 



• If the area has an established “no activity zone” by BOEM, create a “no 
bottom tending gear zone” that utilizes the pre-established boundaries of 
the “no activity zone.”

• Establish a truncated “no bottom tending gear zone” for banks that have 
updated information but do not have “no activity zones” established by 
BOEM (e.g. Horseshoe Bank).

• In these “no bottom tending gear zones,” prohibit all fishing that is not by 
hook and line and prohibit all anchoring (i.e. no bottom trawling gear, 
bottom long line gear, traps or dredges).

• Allow historic fishing practices (with gear other than hook and line) within 
the proposed sanctuary boundary area to continue as long as that fishing 
is not occurring in the “no bottom tending gear zone.”

• Allow anchoring by fishing vessels over soft sediment outside the “no 
bottom tending gear zone”. These vessels must carry an operating vessel 
monitoring system (VMS); and anchors used should be specific to 
anchoring in soft sediment (e.g. Danforth anchors, etc) and equipped with 
a weak link environmental safe guard and must be ____ pounds or less in 
size.
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http://flowergarden.noaa.gov



Fishing / Anchor Impacts – FGBNMS Expansion Alternative 3
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Example: MacNeil Bank NAZ Polygon (GMFMC 2016)
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