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Remarkable Reefs of the Flower Garden Banks




Juvenile Vermilion Snapper at Stetson Bank — 2015




Reefs and Banks in the Northwestern Gulf Of Mexico
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Reefs and Banks of the Northwestern Gulf of Mexico
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FLOWER GARDEN BANKS
FINAL MANAGEMENT PLAN

April 2012

Revised Management Plan

* Process began In 2‘7

e Draft released October 2010

« Final Plan released April 27, 2012
* Regulations effective May 29, 2012

« Sanctuary Expansion

« Education and Outreach

« Research and Monitoring -
« Resource Protection

e Visitor Use

» Operations and Administration
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Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary

Proposed Action (DEIS, p. ES-3):

“Expand, as appropriate, the network of protected areas
within the sanctuary, and apply the existing sanctuary
regulations and management actions to the expanded
area.”
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FGBNMS PROHIBITIONS
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A Vessel Anchoring ;

Fishing with or possession of fishing
gear other than conventional hook
and line gear

Possession of fish or invertebrates
(except those taken by hook and line)
Alteration of seabed

Injuring or removing coral, plants or
bottom formations

OIl & gas exploration within “no
activity zones” (NAZ)
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By the numbers:

Existing area: 56 sq mi

Expansion area: 14 additional reefs and banks
Total recommended expanded area: 206 sg mi
NOAA Preferred Alternative (2016 DEIS): 383 sg mi
2007 SAC Recommendation: 281 sq mi
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
Bright Bank Complex
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

Managing Fishery Resources in the U.S. Federal Walers of the Gulf of Mexica 11/8/2016

2203 M. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100
Tampa, Florida 53607 UsA
Phaone: 813,348.1630 - Toll free: 658.833.1844 » Fax: 8133481711

wan quifcouncil.org F’ [ - ‘ﬁ
' Evaluation of Regulations for
:""*“’b:'h”g’::’f _ the Expansion of the Flower
renrge Schmahl, Superintendens - S i .
:‘%\;i\gé}:ﬂ’eﬁﬁzrg‘fﬁb&liunu] Mlarine Sanctuary “ Ui ‘:, { 8 NU\‘I ‘2 U 1 b Garden Banks Natlonal Mal‘lne
Sanctuary

Galveston, Texas 77551
Re: Conunents on the Proposed Regulations for the Diraft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): hk J
Sanctuary Expansion

Dear Mr. Schmahl:

Thank yuu for your attendance at the past three Gulf of Mexica Fishery Management Council {Couneil)

meetings and providing information te the Council. This letzer i aceompanied by a white paper entitled

“Evalvation of Regulations for the Expansion of the Flewer Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary™

that includes the Couneil’s recommendations and comments on the proposed regulations for the proposed

Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS) expansion. Additionally, the Council's

recommendations on the repulations strictly pertain 1o the FGENMS's Preferred Alternative 3. The z

Council does not support the expansion proposed in the DEIS for Allemnative 4 nor Altemative 5 as the Wh lte Paper
Couneil agrees with the FGRNMS assertion that Alternative 4 and Allernative 5 are outside the curren:

operarional capacity of the FGRNMS,

vovember 2016

The Council urges the FGRNMS to consider a tiered approach to managernent of the FGBNMS a3
outlined in the attached white paper. The Council proposes that the first tier coincide wilh existing
BOEM no activity zones and to make these areas inlo “no hottorn tending gear” zones. Traditional kook-
und-line fishing {including bandit rigs) would be allowable in these zones. The second tHer would be the
area outside the BOEM no activity zones but inside the boundaries of the proposed FGBNMS expansion.
‘L his tier would allow bottom tending gear and anchoring but would exclude battom trawling, taps, and
dredges. The third tier would be ourside the boundaries of the proposed expansion and would not have
any FGBNMS imposed regulations, The Council also rec ds related end anchar
restrictions, and mooring buovs.

The Council also requests that the FGENMS include Council stall en any working groups regarding
farre reaulatory or spatial analyses and welcomes further discussion of the regulations with lhe
FGENMS staff as noted, by you, at the Ociober 2016 Council mecting,

Sincerely,

Leann Bosarge 7
Council Chairman
e Gulf Counsil L
: L)
Billy Causey
Cindy Meyer =
4

Couneil staff
Vonagess™

Thix ix a publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fidhery Munggenent Counct! Pursiant to Noatienal Oceanic gud
Avmenpherc Administration Avward No, NATSNME4T007 1.

Recommendations from GMFMC on Fishing Regulations
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation

Bright Bank
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Apply existing FGBNMS
fishing regulations (i.e.
hook and line only) within
“No Activity Zones” (NAZ)
Allow historical fishing
practices (i.e. bottom

longline) and anchoring by
fishing vessels outside NAZ
Require education program
and FGBNMS
“endorsement” to fish or
anchor outside NAZ
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
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Maintain current fishing regulations in the existing HAPCs with
regulations

Continue to allow historical fishing practices in the areas that are
outside designated “No anchor / No bottom tending gear zones”

Establish a certificate program or endorsement program that would
allow for education of fishermen within the FGBNMS on the
environmental importance of the area(s), fishing restricted areas and

appropriate gear types (i.e. anchor type). This program could be a
requirement for anyone that fishes in the FGBNMS proposed
boundaries.

Provide an adequate number of mooring buoys on any of the
expanded “no bottom tending gear zones” to allow access for the
public.




If the area has an established “no activity zone” by BOEM, create a “no
bottom tending gear zone” that utilizes the pre-established boundaries of
the “no activity zone.”

Establish a truncated “no bottom tending gear zone” for banks that have
updated information but do not have “no activity zones” established by
BOEM (e.g. Horseshoe Bank).

In these “no bottom tending gear zones,” prohibit all fishing that is not by
hook and line and prohibit all anchoring (i.e. no bottom trawling gear,
bottom long line gear, traps or dredges).

Allow historic fishing practices (with gear other than hook and line) within
the proposed sanctuary boundary area to continue as long as that fishing
IS not occurring in the “no bottom tending gear zone.”

Allow anchoring by fishing vessels over soft sediment outside the “no
bottom tending gear zone”. These vessels must carry an operating vessel
monitoring system (VMS); and anchors used should be specific to
anchoring in soft sediment (e.g. Danforth anchors, etc) and equipped with
a weak link environmental safe guard and mustbe  pounds or less in
size.
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
Stetson Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
MacNeil Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
Bright Bank Complex
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
Geyer Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
Elvers Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Adyvisory Council Recommendation
MecGrail Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Adyvisory Council Recommendation
Parker Bank
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2018 FGBNMS Advisory Council Recommendation
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