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 Best Practices
 SEFSC Data and Assessment Program 

reviews
 Assessment Prioritization
 SEDAR SOPPs
 Stock Assessment Resource Availability
 Assessment Schedule



Goal:

“To Increase Assessment Timeliness and Efficiency”

 To identify common decisions made in SEDAR 
Data Workshops and to develop best practices to 
help support and streamline such decisions in 
future assessments.



Recommendations:

 Create a standing Data Best Practices Panel 
 Meet at least annually 
 Convene a Stock ID workshop in 2016. 
 A second workshop should address either discard 

mortality or the effect of reproductive inputs on reference 
points with priority being the topic most influential on 
assessment uncertainty.

 An Assessment Best Practices workshop also needed  



 Proposed by SEFSC
 Could take 18 months, similarly to benchmarks
 Would not be used to provide management advice. 
 Final model used for future Update Assessments

 Concerns include: 

 Amount of time required for a research cycle
 Impact on overall assessment productivity
 Potential short-term costs are fewer assessments with 

management advice
 Potential long-term benefits are more frequent update 

assessments 



Proposed at the SEDAR Steering Committee

 SEFSC analysts will attend SSC meetings to present the 
proposed changes; discuss SSC concerns; and provide 
an example timeline for conducting a benchmark 
through the proposed research cycle. 

 The example timeline was not presented to or discussed 
by the SSC.

 Staff Concern:  Research cycle will slow down the 
number of assessments provided to the Council for a 
minimum of  3 - 5 years.









The Prioritization Method will be but one aspect of 
a Council’s decision as to actual assessment 
priorities.

Staff Concerns:

 Amount of SSC and Council time required for 
this process could be extensive and result in 
little utility.



The Council needs to provide guidance to the 
Council Chair and Executive Director for the May 
Steering Committee Meeting regarding:

 Proposed Research Assessment Cycle

 Proposed Assessment Prioritization


