Public Hearing Summary
Reef Fish Amendment 45
Sector Separation Sunset Provision

Saint Petersburg, Florida
May 23, 2016

Council/Staff
Roy Williams
Emily Muehlstein
Bernadine Roy

23 members of public attended.

Steve Fuman i CoastalConservationrAssociation

He supports Alternative 1praction; &t the sunset expiré is disappointing that wiee

here discussing this again sirtbe Council made a decision alreatgt the states

manage reeational fisherman. Allow theddincil to manage the fedsrfor-hire and
commercial fiskrmen. Allocation must be wrong becapse i vat e angl er s
chance to fish long enough. Shift allocatiortisateveryone gets the same number of
daysto fish. If you look at thestatesthere are more fishermen and moharter
fishermenevery daybut thefisheryis great. The state is doisgmethingight that the
federal governmert a Higute out.

Bob Bryant - Private angler

Web vcentinuously face this issuesince2008 wherit first came upTheoverwhelming
opinionabout sector separatigstill negative angg e o priegative options are
hardeningas time goes on. Tremendous pressure was put orotheiCto pass
Amendment0 and the sunset was paitplace for the sole purge of makingt pass.
There was conflict of interest by tw&€ouncilmembers who would benetiirectly from
the vote For Amendment 40, 2206 comments were received online; 92% were against
and 8% were in support of sector separation. For Amendment d&tetohere are 173
online comments and 99% are against and 1% is in favor of sector sepdiagianis no
justification for extending this failed experiment. Blocountability measurdsmve been
vetted or put in placand here is no enhanced datallection Noinformation on if the
charter forhire has stayewithin their allocation. Sector separation hasbenefit to the
fishery at all. Historicallythe charter fohire sectohas lammered red snapper harder
than othefishermen havandconsevationmeasures shouldssen their impactf

private anglers warib go red snapper fishinthey can hirea state vessgland fish

within those seasons. Sector separation has cabaed lcatred and distrst, andthe
chasmbetween fishermen haxpaned. Some chartanglers are offering dude trips.
We have turnedwr fishery into a crony system atitbse who pay can playhile all
others must wait for thed@in ¢ i | t o do s o mdonhehsiumregpsonalig?% t
of anglers hag 404 of the fish. Tlke remaining 78% sit idlipy begging for scrapsom
preferred groupsAll the stock assessments show this fishery was rebuilding under less

donod

weoOve



restrictiveseasonsThefs hery i snodt ouhcdangtheortanagement t he C
processare the real problems

Eric Mahoney- Charter

He support\liternative 3; Eliminate thesunset on Asiendment @. Sector separation was
the right move and it imorking well for the forhire fleet. Itwas the first step fquositive
changeinthefehirese ct or . F Isupport seetor sepadanbiitsincei t béeen

in place the Horida Fish andVildlife Conservation Commissiovoted to extendhe
sunsetind is finally recognizing the benefismendment 40 is workindetting it sunset
would notbe in the best interest the Council the management process the industry.
As a result of sector separatjqilot programs ardeing put inplace that willbenefitthe
future of the fisheryThe Council needs toonvenea privatereaeationaladvisory panel
to pursue a maiggment program for that sector that increases access. Move forward with
Amendmentgll and 42.

Bill Tuckeri Commercial fisherman

He aupports Aternative 3;Eliminate thesunseprovision.Sector separation was put in

place because tlaharter forhire componentvas not able to expandnd theproportion

of recreationatatchharvestedy charter vesselwas eroded over the yeargcor

Separation protects charteoas and the people that access the fishery on those boats
AmendmendOisasuccessstr y and the people that6édondt ha
dayswith sectorseparationwhile privateangers have extra dagéaccessn state

seasonslt hasbeen essential for the charter sector to have their own allocation and

theydre working on ways to share the fish fo
L e tgibeghe charter industry a futures unacceptable to just exteselctor separation

it should be made permanentth® operators know they have a future in this fishery

Dennis G Mrn- Fishing Rights Alliance

Under sector separatigthhe boat owners get tlobarter forhire quota not the anglers on
thecharterboats. Statistically50% ofall snapper grouper trips in the entelf usel to

leave from lis threecounty arean central Floridal dondét knowadétow good vy
be to catch red snapperthe state waters from hereewo not have access to the

fishery. No one asked himlile wanted to give up hisederaldaysto have a state season

No one asked the anglers who ob®e to fish on theharter forhire boats. His boat ia

lot less valuable nowecause of the regulatioaad he sees the writing on the wiil
fishermemrareergaged i n b us conseleres ariglere yt Ghreey 6moet pr of es s
The threeyear sunset wassed asn incentiveto get Council members tauy-in to

sector separatiomhe attorney warned that the decisionldde reversed at any time

andthesunseis theonly reason the vote went forward. Why is the elimination ef th

sunseprovision beingurnedinto a separate amendment? Theifaks foster distrust.

He never corented to giving his fishing rights to any businesgerson. He is tired of

the @uncil stacking advisory panels with pro sedeparatiorandindividual fishing

guota progranadvocatesPanel member selection occleshind closed doors and there

is no accountability for thosgecisionsNeither the Gulf Seafood Institute nor the Gaar

Fi sher man o0 seprésenbiwicteresti ndn never have. 97 % of &
find sector separatioacceptablelt is a privatization of a public resourc&he National



Academy of Siencerecommendshat NMFS registeanglers and survey thefhere
was over a 20%ncreasan charter forhire trips for the years 2008 a@09 however
over thesame time perigdhere was a 20% decrease in private angler tips.

Sean Gucken i Coastal Conservation Association and FishiRights Alliance

According to folks that have been around longer than mm, t h gall ydwnéesledvas
astamp and permtb sell redfishput now there is aandorsemerfor every fish in the

ocean. Withsector sparation red snapper is the flagshépecies. Next it will be gag and

then amberjack anshangrovesnapper.tiseemdike the Council and NMFS has not

figured out how taeliably and accurately determine pate boat anglers catch. It seem

I i k e tryingetypdigh private anglers out of businessctSr separatiowas sold with

the sunset provision to get it through, amaviwereaskingfor more. When it was put
thoughdi dndét anyone | ook at how Imeaswesint woul d t
place?The sunset was put inlpce to appease a few voting membpansl now wée

stuck with deatloy a thousangapercuts. Once you make money from fisbu should

be considered commercial fisherman. The charter-Fare fishermershould be shifted
tothecommereil sect or . Th ethdanglels ordilee hdatsey beohgdon g ¢
the boabwners The extension ofextor separatiois going to pass, he has faith in the
process

Mike Colby i Charterandheadboat

He is n favor of Alterndive 3to end the sunset. Sector separation is pragmatic. Think

about althear gument s we 0v e hotodagandthe ratiogaleorhowe ar s pr i
allocationscameinto being Newmanagement alternatis@renow onthe front burner

in Amendments % and42. The forhire fishermerfinally got what they were looking for.

The realrationalebehindsectorseparatiorfor red snapper was to build a management

platfornt that is what the federally permitted fleet is doarglthere is no reason to stop

it. Faimess is a personal iopon, the @urcil did their due diligence and the charter-for

hire industrywanted this. The problemitl the recreational anglerstsh at t hey donoét
havea champion. There is no one who will come up to the Council popsindment 40

and sayfiwe have separatdlocationsand we need to develop a managenpdant for our

anglersoH e h aeemadlifferest management plaitchedfor private anglersSimply

say n dets wifd the clock back five year® s n 6t pr oduct i Voevard We need
anddevelopmanagement programs for everyone.

Jim Suomi i Coastal Conservation Association

The Gulf Council has successfully driven a wetlgeveerrecreational anglers and

charterfishermen. They use wppose commercial fisherméwrgethertb ut now t heydr e
battlingamongst themselves. Quite honestly, chartehifishermen are commercial

interest and harveshsuld come out of the commercial quota. If he told gat you

could drive Friday and Saturday but Sunday slmhday you havéo hire at taxi,people

would be up in armsSector separation does just that dhe should havguarantees for

being in business. Haigpors Alternative 1



Craig Bermani Fishing Rights Alliance

The peopldor whom the Council arpassing are economicag&eholders. According to

the law yu camat allocatebetween private anglers afat-hire reef permit holdersyou

have totreat all angers the same. If trnagemenmneasureyou create involve fish

tags, give theno thepublicand letthem decide if tay want to go on a party boat,

charter boat, or private boatdmuch chepertogoon & r i eboat ©he Councilvent

off the raik and forgot about fair andjeitable andkipped data from thieeadboa
cooperati ve. @oback@dusedata fromg&Fodgaghand red grouper,

only for red snapper because back thesry few people owned their own boasd

today over 50% of the angling public owns their own boat. That is why there was a

moratorium on reef permits. Prieat a n g | e r sharteofishérmaaoythiag for

that, that was a conservation measUreere is still dawsuit pendingand the briefing is

almost completeThe smset was put iplaceto allow for regionamanagementWhat

happened tdmendmenB9? Where are the flexible options for the private anglers?

What plan do yotnavefor 2032 when the stock islreilt? As permit numbers decline
charteracceswill increase. Thegeem me nt i s n 6t the stoskpeboursdj tbd se f or
thedeclineof theshrimpngindustry. Tle message yoaresending is sorrythefish are
biggerandseasonsshorterSo me how st oc k ecaptsedhatshmstatkis canodt
increasing in biomass. All the tdiire fishermemeed is 1&aysbut, NMFS gave them
44days;youc an 6t expl ain that. | f peopfate want t o
waters that are open. The chadastomers can go to the pamidle to catch red snapper.
Thecharter fishermen amgving yourespechow because their pockets are lined. When

will we see flexiblenanagement for private anglefBfere is an appeah sector

separationn the 3" circuit court of appealsf LouisianaWhad s your pl an i f
Amendment 8 is reversed by the court§®u may get a notice & the Council violated

the law, ad a contingency plan should be in place for that eviémnérything the council

is doing is wrong. Peopleannotaffordtogoonachartgr t 6 s n o TheCaumil | st i c.
is not considering the family anglers.

Brad Gorsti Charter

He supports Alterriave 3 We 6 v e g i vyears anchbow, kick it ietlee teethand
sayiti sndt wor king. Therteo hdaestnedrtmibneee ni.fe niotubgsh w ol
The privatecomponenbf the fishery keeps growinm the pastthe forhire component
harvested0% at one point but now hatleey only havel2%. The charter industtgok

it on the chin by giving away some of their historical catchllow for separate
managemen(The private sector keeps growjiigit the maximum number for fdnire
customerss stagnantHe i s r e poe thespRimberiwhogives id Kansaandthe
sunset neexlto go away. People in souttoRtla who arecomplaining that they get 9
days should be madtadhe state of erida for givingthe snapper tthe panhandlaith a
70day seasaror Texas fortheir yearround access. There needs to be enough time for
Amendmentgll and 42 tobe developed.

Chad Haggerti Headboat operator

He supportsAlternative3 1 Remove the sunset. We are moving forward with plans that
will help thefleet his vessels. The people in the headboat cooperatihamesting

fewer fish than they would have in a-ddy seasarbutmembers are able thhoose



when to harvest them. He is here speaking fociisomersif these meetingwere held

in the home states of his custom@kdwest),there would be a different opinidreard.

Thecharter forhire fleet is set where it standitc an 0 t.Pigirwavt e angl ers dor
to change rulebecause if they keep gointhe chartefleetwill be pused out entirely.

For-hire operators are painted moneyungrypeople but he wonders what will happen

to the ople on hishoats when the private fleet grow® bigand there is no room for

the charter for hire industrySomeone in Minnesa might feel differentlyThe headboat

pilot program was a success. He got to piskdaydfor fish andhe caught fewer fish. He

agres that the private anglers need to find a better management program. We have a

template fron the pilot program for headasandhe doesnét waank t he Cou
the rug out when thése making progress.

Craig Cavanaughi Private angler

He supportsAlternativel. When you look atisinga sunseti t uSusllybecause you

cand get enough vote®r something that is permanent. When the sunset occurs, sector

separation endandthat is how it should bdPass the buck, let it expia@d itw 0 ncore

again. Allof this is crony capitalisandwe see it in a lot of agencies. The general public

is losing faithin federal agencies. If the Internal Revenue Servidied you today,

would youbelievethat you would be treated fairly andpartially? Samehing is

happenindhere the public is losing faiththat h ey 6r e not being | i stene:q
represent@vesat any levelThe gency is using its regulatoguthority to divide profits

in theindustry tobenefitaminoritygr o u p. P e o préiewasweegood idegato s
beginwithand since itoés not, sector separation s

Dave Motti Costal Coservation Association

He has a boat and also goes wattarter vesseld here is value in headboats because you
can gafishing with big groups of peopland there is alsealue in going witha captain
because they can teach ybings There isalso value in going with family. A twfish
baglimitd o e s n 6t maFloraa,wecnasredich rdd snapper in stataters. The
Council should leave the Bsetin place to allow fodatacollectionand figure out what
comes out of thisector sepaten trial. The voters and the public should be giveore

days to catchthefish.Lédiem have fun and come home with a
have to forcdishing intosuch a short time period. Voters should have more time to fish
so they can actuallyave the opportunity tlish. There is cronyism at the Council and it
is crooked that dozens of people getlthe oshabesof the harvest.

Paul Kerr i Private angler

He is notknowledgeable in the numbers. He supports Bof@aBis opinions. The charter
captainhave i gnor ed tjustgredgarooks. The Gounciltisbreipt énd e

this is not the way this county should be rlihe capitalist r e e mar ket shoul dno
dictate whasucceeds businessnd who fails Several inshore guides who are very

seriousfishermen make a good livingandi t hard to get on theirboatse c aus e t hey or e
booked Thatis what free market is about. HepportsAlternativel.



SuzanneFosteri Charter

She has been fishing since gwaly 7@ when you use to see snapieyou went way
off-shore after the 88, there were hardly any fishnd her regnapper harvest waown

to nothing. She resents beiagcused of hammering the fish and beiatieda crook

Sher epr esent s 10 0 0b6dhave lmoéts. phe 0 @ £verdrénteralter 8d o n
last time she had red snappEne private anglers havegitimate complaints, but the
Gulf Council should be respectbegcauseé h e y 6 r e. Tledighermen leade
experienesthat should be respected. She would tiksupport Aternative 3. We can all
eventually work it so everyone gets what they wauich is fish She has to work and
make money.

Max Fosteri Charter

He has been fishing sincé950. Thereusedto beadt of fi sh and fi sher mel
all the fancy gear we have ndike GPS andottom machinefRed snapper uddo sell
for$.025apoundT hat 6 s s o meneis sayirgy. Thetpavate amglersare

allowed to catch two red snappgrpuperamberj@gk and a lomorefish You ér e not
running six miles to catctwo fishy oudr e going to hl#srvest mul ti |
mindboggling that wé rhaving all these problems. Thexeemillions more private

fishermen than there were when he wasng Now everyonds a navigator. You can go

to the same spot 100 miles mver and overthere is no guess wotk fishinganymore.

Brent Kempton i Private angler

He supports Rernative 1. He has been diving for 9 years pretty consistently and gets to

the deepvaterseldom This year off the local cogghe water was cold and he saw more

red snapper thame has ever seen in the past seygars. He has seeah®ols of 150 fish

at a timeall around 8 pounddn 100feet of water he sees little fish and fishtae way

up to 22 pounds. e data is wronghe stock idealthy Something s nét ri ght, we
the hogfish, grouper and amberjaukd the numbers thitational Marine Fisheries uses

dondt make sense. Tchaeydfaibatiohedbottem.out t here. Yo



Biloxi, Mississippi
May 23, 2016
Council/Staff
Dale Diaz
Kelly Lucas
Assane Diagne
Charlotte Schiaffo

47 members of the public attended

Clarence Seymour- Charter

He represents 15 other federal reef fishHiwe permit holders. He read a list of names
and area codes of charter customers who aréoahowing Americans that support
sector separation and need access to the fishery. Amendmeaedtor Separation
needs to beetained because there is too much-oompliance by recreational anglers.
For Amendment 45, he supports Alternative 3.

F.J. Eicke- Private angler and Coastal Conservation Association member

He is opposed to Amendment 48ector Separatiomd feels that it came about too fast.
According to the Magnuse8tevens Act there are only two sectors and sector separation

is a misnomer. Amendment 45 should not change sunset provision. The program needs to
be evaluated and taking away the sunset wdisiallow that evaluation period. The

sunset is in place for a reason and needs to be enforced. Amendment 40 would not have
passed without the sunset so, the sunset should remain. Sector separation does not help
the recreational sector. He supports Altexal, no action.

Gary Bryant - Charter

He supports Alternative 3. Charter boats became a separate sector when the moratorium
was established and really that is when sector separation should have occurred. 57% of
the fish now belong to people who owrithown boats. This is a public resource that
belongs to all Americans and we must preserve historical access for theiseaton

owning members of the public. There is no moratorium for private recreational anglers
and the 9day season is tragic but, the hire industry just harvests their fish slower.

Red Snapper is a public resource that should be accessed by all, includbmahon

owners.

Tom Steberi Charter and charter fdrire Headboat Advisory Panel

The headboat cooperative won awards for dgialy a program that works so well and

now the Council is dragging their feet to make the system permanent. He supports sector
separation and is in favor of Alternative 3. Everyone needs to be accountable. Texas
doesndét have to abedge o0ff the Gulesdobdsatandei

Mike Foto - Charter

He would like to do away with the sunset and he supports sector separation and is in

favor of Alternative 3. He takes ndooating public from other parts of the country

fishing. Redsnappéers a public resource and he doesndt



are against seasons for those people without boats. Long state seasons are detrimental to
charter boats. Charter vessels take-bnoat owning public fishing

Jay Trochesset Charter

He has been in the business for 46 years. He supports sector separation and is in favor of
Al ternative 3. He thinks of himself as a
own boats. The state of Mississippi has a season that is twice as loademiehal season

and private anglers are happy with that.

Dustin Trochesset Charter

He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3. Long state seasons are
detrimental to charter boats. He noted that many of his clients are peopteavhod t

afford a boat and who would not have an opportunity to fish without charter vessels. The
MagnusoRrStevens Act calls for fair and equitable allocation of the resource. In the states
there are 700+ days to fish in the Gulf, and this is especiallyntayeous with the new

9-mile limit.

Ron Harmon - Charter

Council should stay with sector separation. He supports Alternative 3. Before sector
separation there was no mechanism for accountability and charter operators want to take
care of the fish stosk Private anglers have plenty of fishing days in state waters.

Frank Becker - Charter

He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3. He has customers that
come from all over the United Staees and
access to the fishery.

Kenny Bellais- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Panama City, Florida
May 24, 2016
Council/Staff
Pam Dana
Assane Diagne
Charlotte Schiaffo

36 members of the public attended

Anita Ross- Charter
She supports sector separation and is in favor of a 3/eabextensionSeems to be
working for us.

Steve Ross Charter
He supports a-$ear extension (Preferred Alternative .2&)r 3 or Syear extension.



Billy Archer - Charter
He spports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Bob Zalesll - Charter

Does not care one way or the other when it comes to sector separ&gmhor separation
has divided the recreational community, not just in private rec and charteitd)dmit
divided the charter communityHe is opposed to IFQ programs for charter & headboats.
Most Charter boats are happy with 46 dalyg=Qs will not give 46 days.

Charles Guilford - Charter

He is neutral on sector separation. Last year, he was@biake money for the first

time in years. He is opposed to IFQs. IFQs profit only a few people but put others out of
business.

Benjamin Kelly - Charter
He supports a-§ear extension (Preferred Alternative 2&je is against IFQs and catch
shares.

Mike Sullivan - Charter
He supports Alternative 2. He opposes catch shares and IFQ programs.

Stewart Miller - Charter
He supports a-§ear extension (Preferred Alternative 2a). Opposes catch shares and
IFQs.

Buddy Cooper- Private Angler

With sector segration, the Council is trying to fix a problem that is not there. Anglers
need more than 9 days to fish in federal waters, the Council needs to do whatever needs
to be done to give anglers more days.

Mark Kelly - Charter
He supports sector separatiout he is not happy with 46 days, just living with it. He
supports a Jear extension (Preferred Alternative 2a). Opposes-g&etor trading.

Pam Anderson
Amendment pits sectors against each other. Stop sector separation now and maintain the
sunset praision (Alternative 1).

Dean Cox- Charter
He is for sector separation and supports either Alternative 3 or any of the options in
Alternative 2.

Mike Eller - Charter
He is for sector separation and supports either Alternative 3 or Alternatié¢e2c.
supports electronic logbooksAgainst catch shares



Henry Hunt - Charter
He is for sector separation; supports Alternative Balieves we need at least three more
years to see how this is going.

Kathy Eller - Charter
She supports sector separatiod @nin favor of Alternative 3.

John Anderson- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

John Law - Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternativ@gposes catch shares and
IFQs.

Kyle L owe - Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

B.J. Berkett - Charter
He supports a-§ear extension (Preferred Alternative 2a). Opposes catch shares and
IFQs.

Scott Robsoni Charter and Member of the Reef Fish Advisory Panel
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3. Management plans take a
long time to develop, 3 years (Alternative 2a) is not enough tiot for IFQs.

Gary Jarvis - Charter

He supports the removal of the sunset provision; hefe/or of Alternative 3. State
rules take fish away from the fbiire CB industry. The majority of the public does not
own vessels. Alternative 3 allows to provide stable access to anglers who do not own
boats.

Chris Schofield - Charter
He supports sectoseparation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Harold Staples- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Scott Atkisson- Charter
He is against sector separation; supports Alternative 1. Most people did not want inter
sector trading, why did Council make no motions reflecting this wish?



League City
May 25, 2016
Council/Staff
Doug Boyd
Emily Muehlstein
Karen Hoak

68 members of the public attended.

William Barr 1 Charter

Working with flawed data landinigformationis a problem and it leads to more
problems. He got into the permits falbout $7,000and recently people habeen calling
to offer him nearlytwice that thisindicates there ia problem. The general public is
being left out oimanagementie is againsthe shorterseason for the private recreational
anglers and he is against sector separabdomp thealternates and fithe flawed data.

Ted Venker- Coastal ConservatioAssociation Conservationif@ctor

CCA has 90,00tnembers across the (ECoast. He recommendse Counciladoptthe
no ation Alternativel, and stick to the original deal with the sungetvision Sector
separations controversiabndit only makes sense for the sunsetemain agriginally
agreed upon so managers caalgze the effects of the unprecedented management
regime Phaseut sector separatioif it fails to meet objectives or if it produces
unwanted consequences. As time goes on the charteiréandustry will realize the
implications of the sector sepdaat and that it inevitably leads to a catch share system,
more problems will come to lighthe Council was concerned aboat®sland economic
impactsof thisprogramand wanted to make sure there was an evaluation period.
Elimination of the sunset befor@ny evaluation has taken plageuld violate the spirit of
the programThe economic study of the headbpiédt has not beenoncluded. This
shows it takes a substantial amount of time to fully evaluate a prograendment 39
Regional Management is himoving forward, butttere isstill time for thestates to move
forward with it or provide another amendment to transfer control to the states.

Joe Gilleland- Private angler

Grew up in FFeeport fishing offshore for 2§ears and guided for eightn&pper
managemeris the worst mess he has seen. People have nadifisé. 1% windy in
earlyJunewith winds regularly a0 mphduring the seasonde would likesector
separatiorio sunset next yeaand he supports Alternative Hopefully the states will
take over the snapper fishdrgcausehey do a great job managing tighery:.

Warren Clark - Private angler

The Council should honor the commitmenstmsesector separatioandprovide tine

to evaluateandachievethe best management of the fishefle. supportdlternative 1.

Any rush to prematurely lock in sector separation can only be driven by, toflaek in
financial benefits for a fewHim and friends can go out 45 miles to cateti snapper on
his boat, itcosts less tha#200 for suppliesbut he can only fish @ays If he chartersa
boatand pays $22QMe can catch the same fishthe same spot for 46 days. No wonder



charter operators want t o s labopttheanmomeyleer al uat i o
MagnusoinStevensAct (MSA)i s n 6t tmeangor aonvyi odpees@nafinancial

gain.Section 98.623 of MagisonStevens Act stasefiConservatiorand management

measures shall not discriminate amoegidenceslf it becomes necessary to allocate

fishery resources among U.S. demits such allocation should lzerfandequitable to all

such fishermemandbe carriecbutin such a manner thab one gets an excessigshareo

If sectorseparationwvere to continugit violates MSA. The Guncil shouldhonor their

commitment teevaluatethe provision with facts in hand rather than allopriaileged

few to override the process to fill their pockets.

Tom Hilton - Private angler

The Guncil passedmendmen#0 despite the overwhelming opposition of most of the
stakeholders in the @. It passedecause of the addition tfe sunseprovisionand

here we argust 1 year latedooking torevoke that provision. It illustrates thae

Council process is a dog and pony show and then€lil is going to davhat they want no
matter what th@ublic says There is dawsuitpendingandi t péematuredo takeany

action onAmendmen#0 and the sunset before the lawsuits are complete. The idea of
separatingectorss segregatioysothe Council is disriminatingagainsta segmenof

the fisherybased on tharbitraryparameter of the type of boat they fish ©he nine and
46 day seasons are the result of segregatiorand discriminationOur own government
is condoning segregation and moving forwaith privatization of the fisheryHe

suppats Alternativel.

Johnny Williams- Headboat operator

He supports Alternativd. L e td@ awvay with the sunset completely. He belgetreat
CCAisdi si ngenuous when t heyeqitasleTdereis@ and say t
simple solution,fiwe close sta watersprivate anglergan have 46 days ot federal
waterstoo. As is, private anglerget to fish state watergh i | e charter fisherm
He feels that ifCCA and their membership woutibntactstate directors tolosestate
waters than everyone would have a long seasohndtdair that he caifish state water
seasons and that Captaind crewc a rkdep red snappefhere are many things that
alreadyseparate the two types of fishermen.

Scott Hickman- Commercial fisherman

He supports Alternative 3. When Amendment 40 started thhifersectoreached out to
Coastal Conservation Associatiand asked them to sit and talk absolutions for the
charter boatsNo one from theecreationakidewould sit and talk with him. Thers an
awful situation with state waterand if he was a recreational fisherman he would be
angry SouthTexashas a great state water fishdoytthe north coasdf Texasdoesnot,
and itdés f or c.iUndgr egor sepalaton theochaper lmaehe 37%

under the@ annualcatchl i mi t . Theyoér e hneoyroev ea elwetoonéei togpbelde ,
logbooks and many hawessel monitoring systems on their boats to give the Council
better data. Theduncil has tried to come up with a plan toghedcreional anglerdut
nothinghas happened. CC8Bn6 t s u p p o antdthere grend groposalso solve the
problems with the recreational fisheBll he heseeds attacks on thandustry that is

trying to fix things. The charter boat industry will help if the recreational industry wants
solutions.



Bubba Cochrane- Commercialandcharter
Alternative 3 is the best choice.

Dan Green Charter
He support\liternative 3and wouldsupport Aternative 2 That 6 s t heThenl y opt i
charterindustryneeds more time to builésults to show the Gulf Council.

Marc Wilkerson- Charter

Remove theunset provision. The sunset decreasamomic certainty for business. It
allows each gyup to develop enanagemengystemthat would workfor them. The
groups ardifferent and need different magement approacheBach sta has created
their own seasons state waters. &etorseparationevels theplayingfield.

Hans Guindon- Commercialfisherman
Supports getting ridf thesunsé Move forward with sector separatibg selecting
Alternative 3

Tony Bess Private angler

SupportsAlternativel. He has kenfishing sincel976 as grivatereaeational angler.

As per the CCAewsletterprivatizationhas created class of commerciaka lordsand

55 commerciabperators own more than 70% of the commercial harvest. This has also

leadton cat ch share experienceo trips where char
harvesters and sdliem to recreational angletslhis has created convoluted

managemenneasures hat havendét been used i n the mana
not ducks or bas3.heability for reaeationalanglers tgarticipatehas keen eliminated.

June is thevindiestmonth. Across the country so few recreational angleosv up

because they feel that their opinions are totally ignored and the sea lords-himd for
anglers get thadvantage becauseh ey 6ve bought and paid for it
Councilabout the sbrt recreational season the response he receigsdpathetic anle

was told the information used to determine the seaaore from 2006. Whgt r e n 0 t

Council members demanding better d&aapper areverywhereand heunderstandthe

harvest is baseah weight but it should be on numbers. The stasee shown thahey

canregulate anadnanagehe fishery.

Charles Everts Private angler

He supports Rernative 1. Years ag@ta meeting atthe University of HoustonDr. Roy

Crabtree cameand they hd a discussioan recreational issueRoythoughtthat private

anglers voted for something and he discovered it was a charter guy vobegaihof

the privateanglers. Theharter forhire members on thedDncil voted to line theiown

pocketsandttey dondt r epr eReerpationghnglersvarkferabvimg | er s
andlhow t he meetings are a dog andunplony show ¢
members are so skewtmvardscommerciainterestto put money ird their pockés.



Todd Coleman Privateangler
He supports Alternative 1t is too windy inJune and nine days is ridiculod$he charter
guys would fish ouall the snapper if they fished in staasons.

Joey Lenderman- Private angler

He supports Aernative 1 The @uncil needso getbetter numbers. We can go to the
moon butc a rigute out how many fish are in thaut Commercial guys can catch
thousandf fish in a few days but regationalanglers canot have 2 fish for more than
9 days?The scientists need to figure tito

Mark Scarborough- Privateangler
The Councilshould allow ectorseparatiorto expire so the program can be evaluated
before moving forward-e supports Alternative 1.

Shane Cantrell Charter

Thenine-dayseason is not the truth. In 365 dayg axas he does some commercial
fishing, andhe sesrecreationafishermanin federal waters poaching frometfiederal
waters all the time. Nindays is a lie. The real problem is tlepresentatives on the
Council saying we only get @ays;we need state season. The states are creating
poachers. Underestorseparationwe keptcharterboats 37% under their catch target
while reaeationalanglers exceeded theinnual catch targe@vithout sector separation,
they probably would have exceeldihe ACL. We need management in péafor the
private anglers. Get the Council representativetop votingagainst an advisory panel
to helpthe anglers they represehite supports Alternativa.

David Patlovany- Privateangler

He supports Alternater 1. The red snapper is owneg the entire population of the
Unites Statesso weshould have the exact same season to fish. If you maintain sector
separationallow the receationalanglers to hava choice of which nine days to fish
such asisesome tcket systemso they carchosetheir days to fish.

Debbie Patlovary- Private angler

The data is flawed. June idarriblemonth to fishjt is windy and she wants to choose
the days she fishes she is going to be damited to the number of days shan go. She
supports Alternative 1.

Jason Delgado Private angler

He supports Rernative 1. The impact okstorseparatiorhas beelnteresting to watch.
Specifically, what it hadoneto the value of permitsit has made him an interested
buyer if aryonewantsto sell. Also, he does not feel likeii$ fair thatrecreational anglers

areheld accountable arate beingudged for exceeding their quotsiscei t 6 s no't
their control and thecience th@roblem.

Johnny Walker i Charterandcommercial
For the past couple years withcsor separatiothe charter industryas had a little light
ontheirpi ece of t heengble @chieve b soft @ reemidancenaking a

under



living. He has begged faaccountabilitythe charter indusgrvanst o know what t he)
catching. @ the recreational sidethetes no ¢l ue whatdéds being har\
Galvestornyachtbasin recreational fishermen come home every day with timait bf

sows Hed o e shmldthatis possiblan state vaters.Getaccountable; get license with

a tag on it forecreationafishermenlt d o e snati@rthow many fish are in the Gulf if

you donodty &udierengHe aupports Alternative 3.

Buddy Guindon- Commercial fisherman

Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWDias gorogram called iBappemwhere you can report

evel fish you catchTPWD has doe apoorjob of reportingecreational harvestinder
regionalmanagemenilexas recreational anglers get 6% of the fish in the, Gotf that

will be split between charter, headboat, and private andtexonsidethe quality of

your state managemeit. Texas there ino commercial fishery for redfisand troutand

a reduced fishery for flounddf you make a living on the waterin Texgsou dondét want
to be gpart of state managemedmte c ause t heyol |l drThefsh you out ¢
belong to all of usincluding people who eat eestaurantspeople who charter fisnd

people who fish recreationalbn their own boatdVe shoulchave a management system

for eachdifferent group Business shouldin businesses and reat@nalfishermen

shoutl have your round access. Coastal Conservation Association and a few members of

the Council ardlockingthe development of a tag progralde supports Aernative 3.

He wants to geibgethemwith recreational fishermen and help them gettfhe

m sinformati on t hasagdmnentiavgilablet i ng. Better m

Chris Guindon-
Remove the sunseHe supportslgernative 3. He wants to runcharter boasomeday.

Andrew Reed Charter
He supportd\liternative 3

Nicholas Gutierrez- Seafood dealer

Get rid of the sunset provision. It was oplyt in placeto prolong thedecision. The

charter industryvants to create theawn path and do their own thing. They want to be
separate. Why do the privadaglerswant to stay tiedogethemwhen the charter

fishermerwant adivorce?There is a better way for the privateglersto getbetter
managemenBlamingthecommercial andharterindustries s ndét a sol uti on
John Tyrna- Private angler

Ther e Bacsaurdablyf harvestand hewants better wayso monitor catchHe does nét
have trouble catching his state limit of red snapg#rin 9 miles. Hed o e oaéhtand

s houl gunidhed fdr .

Taylor Borel- Charter
He supports Rernative 3.



Greg Ball- Charter

He just puta vessel monitoring systeom hisboat sche can be accountalfier what he
catches. He has seen a lopatateanglers fishing illegallyor big sasws 40 and 50 miles
off the coast when the federal season is cladedsupportlternative 3

Mike Osgood Private angler

The data is clearly flawed. He kedpsaring about data being taken at the dbokhe
has never been surveyed. His dad and granddadsivenepersand owned a retafish
market. He was 1@earsold when commercial fishing for redfish aspleckledroutwas
outlawed. Ifthe red snappestockis in such bad shapehy are we allowd to
commercially fish for themThepublic hearingneetings are just a fam to gripe. He
d o e shimldthhat the comments submitted d&eard The Wuncil is going to do what
they want to do anywayle supportlternative 1.

Otis Horton- Private angler

He is abusiness maandhe sees the numbers dmelieveshat theyare all wrong. From

what heremembershe hasever been surveygdespite the fact that h&s been fishing
forover50years. Hd o e s ndt know what a commercial fi sh
must bedifferent too. Commercialfisboul dnét possi bly te worth $
catches a fishecreationallyj t got$o beworth $250 poundf you consider the tackle

andequipmente buys at the benefit of the local economy where weTikesonar and

new depth finder he bought is benefiting the local economy. Semefitshould be

derived without hurting the fisheryto maximize the financial benefit to Galveston

county.

Shawn Owings Private angler
Theseason is only nine days imetwirdiestmonthof the yearL e texiend theseason.
He supports ARernativel.

Laramie Hargrove - Privateangler
She supports Alternativé.

Brandon Saenz Privateangler

He is an offshore captain but was kaifl two weeks agoHe recentlytried to find a way

to get a fedettacharterpermitso he couldish for a living but hee o u | fiddhodet You

cant catch red snapper inshore of 9 mitdfsof Galvestonwater is too hot unless you

build 111 egal reef s. tédadherplaceso fish Ipcerstpntlye don ot w
blows 40knots downn south Texas where there is a state water fiskgiyd s har d. He
supports Aternative 1.

Keith L eisosi Private angler

Fishes state waters out ab® Mansfield. Itis hard for him to get past 9 miles. He would
like to buy a bigger boat if the federal season was longer6 separated a public
resource inteeparate quotas to privatizeWe divided between commercial and
recr eat i on didingtieoeareatnal @uotefurther. As a resultthe headboat
guys are beig paid per snappeWe need to give the headboat andHoe fishermen



part of the commercial quota rather than the recreational quota. He supports Alternative
1.

Jonathon Kopp- Private angler

He supportA | t er nat i ve 1lseasOé&ioconemersia gnd prizate e d
fishermenNow headboat fishermen get more of the recreational quota and can fish more
days. He d daysfdrshapdedas yeabedausehe o u | leavedis

businessThis is thefirst time hehascome to ameeig,h e d o e s nliostvoickisn ow i f
heard.He suggests we host a meeting in Houstombse more recreational anglers

would show up there.

Ken Guindon- Commerciafisherman

He support\liternative 3.Smallersectors are easier to manage. The commercial sector

has had a really good mayement system for a long time. Thbarterseparation

allocation decision wasased on catch history. Has empathy fathe private anglers

andbelieveshey need hiter managemnt. Get rid oftate seasons and use a tag system

to manage private anglers. He sees lots of poaching and @ peobablynot the people

tha come to the meeting, i1itbés stildl happeni ng

David Woodworth- Charter

Hehearsthap e o p| e d o n@comehoameating$ie spends L6 hours a day
fishingand waking on his boaand he manages to show ugs inot an excuséie
supportsAlternative 3

Roy Dupree Charter

The charter industry igetting 45 days andheyc a myét tich offof that. People say

theyodore in the industry &aydadgedarnclafipreredent f or t
snappetrips. There are other fish that help hinmgue as a business. He supports

Alternative 3. Theecreationafishermen are poaching. People cam&om offshore

with big sows hiding in totes. We need to hold thiisgermenaccountable for the illegal

fishtheyharne s t . T h o soauglitn state waterseoiif Galveston

Mike Short- Charter

He supports Alternativ@. Charter boats nedldeir own program. Reeationalfishermen
get 365days in the statandan extra nine federal dayBuring the stateeasorthey go

out to the federal waters astkalfish. There is no way that tee guys are catching those
big fish 20-poundred snappein state water®ff of Galveston

Kenneth Smith 1 Private angler

He support\liternative 1

Katie Brown - Private angler

She owns atand new boatShe understandbat commercial fishermen are here to make
a living. She respecthat anduses chartdooats to fishwhen she traus. She haseard

that the data is flawed and sheuld like anopportunity to gain somgype of licensethat
would allow her to fish outside of tiene-dayfederalseasonShe supportélternativel



because it allows fanoretime to review the datso that itis clear and fair for both sides
of the fishery. She wants to follow the rules and knows they impact everyone.

Blake Osgood Private angler

Keep sector separation sunseplace He supports Alternative 1Who knows low
many fish are out there? He Haeen goindishing since he was little and there are
swarms of fish out there sometintes feet below the surfac&0 yards from a wreck.
Y o u asupposddtibe able to catched snapper on top water. There are t@myfdish
out there and recreationahglers need more time to fish and get theutationunder
control. No one has asked him havany fish he has caught. He wentide last year and
caughthis limit each dayWe ned people to support privasaglers

Zack Franey- Charter
He supportd\liternative 3.

Billy W right - Commercial and charter
Removethe sunset provision from sector separatind support Alternative.3

Mobile, Alabama
May 25, 2016
Council/Staff
David Walker
Assane Diagne
Charlotte Schiafi

46 members of the public attended

Ben Fairey - Charter

He supports sector separation and is in favor of AlternativeSelen a lot of changes and

a lot of things go against the charter bdats long time One of the things that was

detri mental to us was first the moratorium o
when we agreed to liut we lost our histacal catch. So as you look now we used to

catch more red snappers percentage wise thanitteggpangler and the way | look at it

extending A45 gets things back level.

Bill Staff - Charter
For a long while the charter industry has been threateBedtor separation helped
fishery and saved businedd.e s upports the Cmatwezai | 6s Prefer

Richard Alexander - Private angler

He is against sector separation (Amendment 40) and against Amend 45. Let sector
separation sunset, resetting rules would be unfair to the fishing pttaisupports

Alternative 1 Lifetime fisherman. This a matter of Americalt is not about fishing.

We are causing regression we are causing America to divide. It should never have been
passed. hvaspassed because they put a sunset on it.



Brian Reeves- Charter

Made money for the first time in yearSector separation allows anglers on charter
vessels to catch the fish they deserReivate anglers can go to state waters to fish,
anglers on charter boats cannble supports Alternative 2.

JosephNelson- Private Angler

Recreational sector has been dividgainst itself If it sunsets it will put pressure on the
federal managers to figure this out or hand it over to the states.talé® iseed to take
over. The data that the federal management usestisurrent. Resource distribution
needs consideratiorHe supports Alternative 1.

Blakeley Ellis - Private angler
Anglers lost access to fishery because of rukés supports Alternative 1.

Grey Cane- Private angler
He is against sector separatidte supports Alternative Would like Council to stick
with original agreement to let this sunset.

Wesley Blacksher- Private angler

The science is not being looked at, red snapper are everyvwiegipports Alternative

1. We were told that theusset was put in there so that there would be time to look at the
science. The Council needs to look at the science after it sunsets.

Brian Annan - Charter
Amend 40 saved the charter industry. Other fish besides red snapper can be caught by
recreatiomal anglers.He supports Alternative 3.

George Pfeiffer- Charter

There has been an exponential growth in the recreational fisHergupports

Alternative 2 (options b or c)Made more money last year, than in previous 10 years.
Our fishery needs to be sustainable and we need to be accountable. All the charter for
hire vessels are accountabl&ay more recreational people that are not accountable.

Gordon Burdette - Charter

He supports sector separation and is in favor deAlative 3.

Tom Ard - Charter

Although they are tough sometimes, management measures have helped the fishery.
There is no need for a sunset claude. supports Alternativd. Need time to develop
good fishery management plans. VMS or phone appreysteuld be mandatory for
charter for hire and recreational. Would like to see a recreational fishery management
plan. Would like a Recreational AP to start working on solutions for their fishery.

Bobby Kelly - Charter

He supports sector separationdais in favor of Alternative 3 or Alternative 2c.

Amendment 45 offsets the unfair state water seasons that the private recreational angler
will not admit even exists.



Jerry Andrews - Charter
Private recreational anglers are catching most of the regsnafe supports Alternative
3 and electronic logbooks.

Russell Smith- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Sean Kelky - Charter

State seasons hurt the fisherye sipports sector separation and is in favor of
Alternative 3. Consistency has helpéis businessHopes for a Recreational fishery
management plan.

Joe Nash- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alterndtive

John Hollingshead- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Tom Steberi AP Headboat Pilot & Charter for hifdPresident, Alabama CFA
Favors of Alternative 3.

Margaret Miller - Private angler

Opposed to extending sunsédtis a misnanagement of resourc@ll recreational
anglers should be together, not fighting. Sector separation is a short terteshdix
for a longterm problem. Better science is need&tie supports Alternative 1

Gary Bryant - Charter
The charter indusy is not trying to take anything away from anybody. New ideas are
needed from all participants in the fishery. He supports Alternative 3.

Jimmy Waller - Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative8tor Separation saved
his businesslt is not perfect. Itis a beginning.

Bill Jeffries i Private angler
Favors Alternative 1.

Sean Sullivani Private angler
FavorsAlternativel. Sectors do not need to fight each otl&tate management is
needed. He opposes sedeparation and supports Alternative 1.

Casey Drioue- Charter
He supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.



Skipper Thierry - Charter
Sector separation saved chatieat industry.Supports Alternative 3Provides stability
for the charter for hire.

Ashley Waltersi Private angler

SupportsAlternativel. Feds are mismanaging the resources, state supervision is needed
Recreational anglers should not have to depend on charter vessels for access to fishing.
Recreational anglers should be able to fish as long as charter Heatpposes sector
separation and supports Alternative 1.

Marty Norder i Private angler
Secta separation pitted sectors against each other. Council needs to represent all the
fishing public. Supports Alternative 1.

Vincent Duffy T Private angler
Federal government has messed up the fishery. Supports Alternative 1.

Timothy Smith T Private antgr
Fed government is mismanaging da#a9-day season is unfair. Sectors need to come
together. Supports Alternative 1.

Randy Boggs- Headboat
Sector separation has worked for thetioe industry. Supports Alternative 3. New
ideas from private angts are needed.

Susan Boggs Charter

The forhire industry is not taking fish away from anybody. TheHhwe industry
provides access to those who do not own boats. She supports Alternative 3 or at a
minimum Alternative 2a.

Michael Wiederman- Private angler
He supports Alternative 2&5ectors need to work togethe3tates should take over
management.

Shawn Miller i Private angler
We Need to be fair to all, 9 days are not enougd government is splitting sectors on
purpose.Againstamendment 45 and all its alternatives.



Corpus Christi, Texas
May 26, 2016
Council/Staff
Greg Stunz
Emily Muehlstein
Karen Hoak

52 members of the public attended.

Michael Henry i Private angler
He opposes sector separation and suppdigsnative 1.

Dave Sullivani Private angler

He speaks on behalf of thei® Aransas BoatmaAssociation, whiclwas founded in

1932 by a group of charter fishermdihey work to preserve theeritageof their guides
and the interests and needs of the recreational fishermen. The Association supports
Alternativel, andthey areagainst extending sector segi#on for any period of time. The
Association is alsaifavor of regional management and wilhtioue to be innvolved

with the processThe whole managemesystem is flawedhe data is flawedand there
are false assuptions being used:he Council needs additional time to figure things out.

Steve JohnsonPrivate angler

He supports Rernative 1, no actiorSectorseparation iorcing recreational fisherman
and the charter fishermea fight amongst themselveE.h e yfighingforthe
entertainmenand for the opportunity to catch red snappetto sell them. The
economidmpactsthat come from the recreatioriatlustry, hotels,restaurantsand gear
purchases, amauch larger than theconomic impacts of theommercial fishery.

Claude Jennings Private angler
He supportd\liternative 1

Jake Mynier i Charter
He urges the @uncil to pasd\lternative 1. He is gainst commercial catch shares and
individual fishing quotas.

Ron Moseri Private angler

He supports Alternative 1 and is agaioastch shares becausenbnetizesa private

resource. He suppts regional managementdasises t at e wat ers dondt have
but the federal waters do. The size of red snapper in state waters is far smatlee than

size of fish infederalwaters The science is horrible. Texas has an abundance ofHish

supports regionahanagement ahstate control. Thedincil continues toestrictpublic

access and make unrudgcisionsdased orilaweddata. He recently went amberjack

fishing in 150ft water and struggled to catch anything but snapper.

Kesley Gibsoni Privateangler



She @poses thextension or elimination of secteeparation and supports Alternative 1.
The chartemdustryshouldnot take away her access to thesbére fislery.

Virgin ia Moser Private angler
She supports kernativel, no action. Sector separation is not faiptivate anglers that
own their own boats

ChasDowny- Privateangler
He is @aing sector separation and supports Alternative 1. The ssheatd not be
eliminated or extended.

Mike Nugenti Charter

The Port Aransas BatmanAssociationhas been opposed Aanendment 40 from the get

go becausé is a preamble to cdicshares and individual fishing quat&sery timeyou

hearsupporter®f sector separatiostand uptheysay theywant accountability. If they

wanted thatNational Marind-isheries Servicevould have put in a data collection

system 10 years ago. Bie agency s n 6t i nt eboo& grageard foricimartea | o g

boat s. | t 6 stheraforda cashhgraly. Heaidbopposed to artensioror

eliminaton of the sunset. Heupports Aerative 1. f things progress this way, the Texas

charter boat industry will be gutted when it comes to the number of fish theydget. It

finally startingt o get across t hat makedveryoneschandes ar enot
profitable. Terrear e n 6t enough f iywdl hdveoto stedl héndfrome s s el s s
somebody. He isgaing catch shares anddividual fishingquotastheyw o nléad to

anything good for anyone.

Tammy Graham i Private angler

She @poses the terriprivate recreatiomla n gl er 6 because it plays ir
that none of them were in favor of to begin with. She was aiiendmen#0 public

hearing inPort Aransagnd not one person was in favor of sector separdtigtrthe

Councilwent and did it anyway. She here again asking that the Council listen to their

voices. She is not in favor of the Council doing anytliegaus€o unci | deci si ons
benefit her.She supportélternative 1 No action.

David McKey 1 Private angler
He Supports Alternative 1.

Jake Cross Charter
He is in favor of Aternative 1

Alex Tompkins- Private angler
Opposes sector separatibnt sgasy to privatize a public resourse, hesupports
Alternativel.

Normand Oates- Private angler
This whole thing is a rousele wants tcknow where the alternative®me fromand
what t hey dMha ardbtheseason lengths based on? How long has it been since



the Gulf @uncil has done real researchtba biomass of red snapper in TexBsth

groupsof recreational angleshould géat leas¥d5 days. He has a small boaf when

the wind bl ows hieedayseasonilhe geseardswold, out of touch e

with what is going on in the watar,t d o e sanythingYmmeua nc anét catch any
species out there because &are so many snappeBector separation is like building a
6-lanesuperhighway and putting4b-mile speed limiton it. People are going to cheat

because your law isrongand here is no enforcement. Untile Councilshows him that

i t Kk n o wsdoinglaraltherasdar@hsis based on fage believes that Council
alternatives don6t mean anything

Paul Kratzig - Private angler

He supportd\liternativel. He hasrealconcen thatpublic resources being utilized by
commercialnterests that are getty large sums ahoney at the expense of private
anglers.The economic impactsom recreationalndustryareone of the more beneficial
things that occurs in the statdll otherpublic resources likeil and land use profits are
payed backor the taxpagrs benefitCouncil decisionsre benefiting special groups and
aretoo heavily weighted in favor ahe commercial fishery.

Cliff Strain - Charterand privateangler

He is ajainst sector separatiamd individual fishingquotdse c aus e hetodoesnoét
sell off the industry to those who can affortbbbyist He supporté\lternative 1, no

action, and he suppontsgional management. The science is bad, he wonders if

NOAA hasdata that supports the biomass that iferas.He disagrees with the

edimates of the offshore takes from Texas angl&¥vhat about migratory patterns? Have

we done tagging of red snappditfe Council isvorriedabout triggerfishbut he

guaranteeghat the overpopulation of red snapper is hagtitem. He went to fish on a

reef effected by red tide where the red snapper died and he tangbf triggers. There

needs to be better science. We need to separate the western zone from the eastern zone
which is much different. Theoncentratiorof biomass offTexasis offshore not in state

waters.

Mark Mu eller i Charter

He opposes individual fishing quotasd suppogAlternative 1. He has been harter
fisherman for a | ong time and has seen the r
think that r etdy. Nowthgwatentrnsiedswhéntyou kbheira from the

boat. People areatchingsnapper on beef jerky and places thatenever held snapper

have them now.

Troy Adler - Private angler
He sees mfairnessowardsthe receationalfishermenNine days isridiculous. H
supports Aternative 1

Lela Caldwell- Family fishrhouse owner
She would like thesunset provisionemoved and supporfdternative 3

Mike Miglini - Charter



The sunset prowsion should be removetie supports Alternative & will decreae the
economic uncertainty for the fdrire secto, and itallows each group to develop a
management system that works best for them. Charter aradefiroatersaredifferent
anddeserveo have differentnanagementEach stee has created their own sessin
state waters that the charter baata riish.tRemoving sector separatidno e s n 6t ge't
people where they want gm. Going to a 16 day seassmota win Developing a
flexible managemenprogram like harvestags thaallowsfor betterdata collection and
utilization of the resource. We needvarld-class management system for our weorld
classfishery. The Texasdata comes fromé@8xasParks and Wildlife not thefederal
governmentSimply saying you want to ersgctor separation s n 6 ¢ to getoyoun
where you need to ga better managemesystem is in order. Retributiorgtaliation
and being kicked off a public dedor exercising their first Amendment right and
disagreeingvith an association is unfaitots of peoplevho areafraid of retaliationand
are not here tgoicetheir opinions

Ron Woltesdorf- Privateangler
He supportsAlternative 1 becausthe data is not true

Jamie Yeang- Headboat
He supportd\liternative 1

Ben Rutledge Private angler and reef builder

He supportsAlternativel. The data collectiomethodsvereinaccurateand the
population of red snapper is muieingerthan is being recognideThe separation of the
sectord o e saivé the problem.

Walter Brothers- Private angler

He is n favor of no ation; Alternative 1. Snapper are voracious anshmngother fish

of f, vermillion used to be abHesuwmonmst but he d
regional management.

Robert Jones Environmental Defense Fund

He speaks in favor of Alternative 2, optibnfor the fiveyear extensionHe thinks
recreationamanagement is totally broken and mexd to find solutions that are
customized to federallgermittedcharter boats and private anglédie-day seasons are
punitive and that need to be et bydeveloping management programs that are
customized to both sectors.

Brenda Ballard- Private angler

She supports lkernative 1. Reeationaland commercial fisherman addferentbutthey
areall after the same fish and the fact that charter fishermemaethan private anglers
is not fair The Council need® spend as much time collecting data as they spend
holding hearings. They negaltalk to anglers anfind away toget the right and fair
way to collect the data

Jake Herring- Privateangler



He supports Aernative 1. There has bearotof good comments including theea that
sound data needs to be gathered.

Doug Webb- Private angler
He agrees with the rest of the commenters and supploetaative 1. These hearings
will be heardwith thesame results and theo@ncil will do what they want to do.

John Jalufka- Private angler

He supports\lternative 1. Been fishing his whole life and {h@pulationof snapper was

once downbut now hec a rcdich anything else on any type of baidlbo e s n 6t matt er
howhardhetries;hec a g@tt away from t he schaag lpoatgo. |l tds a
and kill fish he has to throw back. Anywhere he goes he bigisnapperThe data is

flawed. He can drift for miles and continue to catch snappleere isno seasoffor

them to catch snappemdas a licensed and tax paying citizea,has as much right as

anyone to catch those fish. We do need a better management program.

Jackson Lomax- Privateand charter

He supportd\liternativel. He hascut opensnapperand seetn their belies hat t hey o6r e
eatingsharkstriggers and everything elseutthere. The system is out of bountte red

snapper ardestroying the rest of thgamefish.There are people who have engineered

projectsto get fish closer in statgaters but recently money has beeallocated t@ther

projects instead t tiins that theesearclthanges.

Steven Schmidt Private angler
He supports Alternativé.

Angelica Benchoff -
She supports Aernative 1

David Norris - Private angler
He supportd\liternative 1

Troy Williamson - Private angler

He is in favor of Alternative, take no actionHe was inTampaat the AlvisoryPanel
meetingwhen sector separation came up. This is like déjéheupreferredilternative
was sector separation atiee AdvisoryPanel voted to take no actiotiney voted gainst
sector separation, but thedvice was not taken by the@ncil, who elected to implement
sector separationt was a split voten the Counciland one of the reasons it came to
being was the compromise adldingthe sunset. Thatish y  wheré commenting on
on this. The sunsetas added scestorseparation would pas$he samenechanisms
heretoday to change rules in theddie of the gamelhe Council does not necessarily
votefor the public good. The Council votes for its own private inter&sis.g/stem is
irretrievable broken. Heupports regionainanagemenr managemerty the statebut
not under the auspices of thezléral governnrd as it isdesignedoday.Legislationto
changehe MagnusofStevens Actor transfer red snappty the statesr multi-state
body, is the only thing thatill cure this problem.



Gretna, Louisiana
May 26, 2016
Council/Staff
Ed Swindell
Myron Fischer
Assane Diagne
Charlotte Schiaffo

17 members of the public attended

Charlie Caplinger i Private angler

He primarily fishes out of Venice, LA with his friends and family. He is against sector

separation and supports Alternative 1, no action. He uses guides and thinks they are a

great resource because theyo6re onmingame wat er
keep him informed. Charter operators should be able to fish in state waters so, Reef Fish
Amendment 30B should be repeal ed. I n Loui si a
snapper, itodés too expensive twhtgne, catch two
grouper, amberjack and then as a bonus theyod
sector does target red snapper. Anglers on charter boats are recreational anglers but
theydove been pulled out and giivegandt heir own
believes that sector separation crates arbitrary animosity between the two groups.

Recreational anglers deserve an opportunity to have sector separation analyzed before

putting it into place for perpetuity.

Steve Tomeny Charter

He has been charter fishing since-the early
passenger boats. The sunset provision is not needed. He supports sector separation and is

in favor of Alternative 3. Amendment 40 came about because the federal peennits ar

|l onger i ssued so, the number of permits cané
sector has expanded with no limitations. That is why sector separation came about. He
never fishes state waters; yeeaendmena3gm t her e w

forced them to fish offshore and years ago, it was determined that there would be no

federal season with all the state water openings. The private anglers have not come up

with a management pl an. | t 6 sswhattoddbutshe posi t i o
knows that the charter industry they needed to do something to preserve access. Red

snapper is a draw for his business and he likes the 46 day season. The charter fleet in on

track for getting better accountability measures and last gharter boats stayed below

the annual catch limit.

ShaneCantrelli Char t er Fi shermands Association
Sector separation is the foundation for solving many fishing problems. Many fish caught
in federal waters are claimed to be caught in state waléws forhire component was

37% under their annual catch target for the first year of sector separation. They left a lot
of fish in the water while, private anglers exceeded their annual catch target. Private
anglers operate completely differently than ¢harter boats. As a result of sector



separationgveryone in the Country continues to have access to the fishery. Rather than
tearing down the systems that are working, the Council should start working on solutions
and stop attacking commercial managenagmt the developing charter management.
Removing sector separation would only give private anglers a handful of extra days. He
supports sector separation and is in favor of Alternative 3.

Scott Hickman1 Charter, commercial, and recreational

He knows thdishery in south Louisiana. The rest of the Gulf would be lucky to enjoy the
resources that exist in Louisiana. Federally
get 46 days to fish and that is discriminatory. Let them develop a plan that allowtothe

access the fishery in the federal waters. Recreational anglers fishing from charter vessels

need to be able to fish more. Venice captai
of their business. 10 years ago the leadership of charter boasas and Florida came

together to start working on sector separation. Coastal Conservation Association

woul dndét get on board so here is where we ar
a good management plan. He supports sector separation arfavigriof Alternative 3.

David Cresson- Private angler

He asks the Council to reconsider the dates of the meeting. The Thursday before

Memorial Day weekend is a difficult day to host a meeting because everyone is fishing.

He agrees that red snapper aoé the target species of charter captains in Louisiana. He

enjoys a good relationship with charter captains in Louisiana and many directors of the

Coastal Conservation Association are charter boat operators. He hears a lot of talk about
accountability andhe believes that giving management control over the state of Louisiana
would be in everyoneds best interest. Amendn
that there was a sunset provision and now, after just one year, people are pushing for the
removalof the sunset. The Council went against their own Advisory Panel and the state

directors and scientists to approve Amendment 40. The recreational sector is being

divided an conquered and he thinks that everyone needs to work together. The charter

fleet does give access to America, buthen he wanted to bring his baseball team on a
headboat i n Orange Beach his trip was cancel
guota on a halbooked boat. He opposes sector separation and supports Alternative 1.

Maurice Darquin i Charter
He is an inshore guide and has heard that sector separation is hurting boat dealers and
other businesses. He is against sector separation and supports Alternative 1.

Ben Tuckeri Private angler
He supports Alternative 1.

Robert Boudeti Private angler
He supports Alternative 1, no action.

Julie Herbert 1 Private angler and serves on Wildlife and Fishery Commission
She fishes with her family. She runs an environmental permitting company and she
ensures that dewdéstugiesamtrookereese She 8 & methber of



Coastal Conservation Association. She has seen sector separation divide and conquer. LA
Creel is the best fisheries information in t
licenses and there arelp® offshore landing places in Louisiana. The recreational sector

needs to come together to ensure the federal
resource. She supports Alternative 1.

Webinar
May 31, 2016
Council/Staff
Emily Muehlstein
Bernadine Roy

14 members of the public attended.

James Zurbrick i Commercial

He supports Alternative 3: Remove the sunset provision for sector separation and
continue the separate management of the federif®and private angling components.

He has seen it work in the commercial sector by them coming up with their own plan.
Wants the recreational sector to come up with their own management plan. This is about
conservation and safety.

Eric Brazer - Gulf of 