






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Subject: SS Meeting in NO
Date: Friday, August 24, 2012 6:42 AM
From: tom adams <4tomadams@gmail.com>
To: Info <Info@gulfcouncil.org>, Charlene Ponce <charlene.ponce@gulfcouncil.org>, Pamella Dana 
<pamdana@yahoo.com>
Conversation: SS Meeting in NO

   Charlene Please pass this along to the rest of the council and post in 
your comments section
 
  I was wondering how the proponents of Sector separation knew on 
Tuesday that the vote was going to be postponed and many went 
home. If I had been given that information, I could have saved money 
on hotels and even made money running some charters. I know Gary 
Jarvis went home Tuesday and Mike Jennings said that they all knew it 
was going to be tabled. Who on the council is providing inside 
information to a select few to save them time and money. This is bad 
for the council and should be addressed by the entire council in my 
opinion. It seems the process is flawed. Here is a quote by Mike 
Jennings on how the SS proponents knew it was to be tabled and Gary 
Jarvis went back to work—where I should have been
 
Mike Jennings commented on Fisherman's Voice's link.
Mike wrote: "News Flash Gary was not even there today. He was home fishing. He went home tuesday 
evening . So whoever you saw storm off wasn't Gary. That is a fact. I called the cab for him. Next time don't 
copy and paste something Tom Hilton posted on too cool . Make sure you see it before you post it. SS being 
tabled was a for gone conclusion . It was no supersize . Except to those that made the strategic mistake of 
combining it with reallocation . Chew on that one for a while "
 
Of course Mr Jennings doesn’t spell very well but I think you will get 
the idea “no surprise”
 
              Thanks,
Capt.  Tom Adams- Mexico Beach Charters
Recreational Fishing Alliance- Chairman- Forgotten Coast Chapter
311 Nutmeg St, Port St Joe, Fl 32456
850 -381-1313  www.mexicobeachcharters.com <http://
www.mexicobeachcharters.com/>  or .net
 
 
 



O rrrcn  o F  T H E  G o vn n xo n

R IC K  P E R R Y

G O V E R N O R

A u g u st 15,2012

M r. D o u g  B o yd

V ice  C h a irm a n

G u lf o f M e xico  F ish e ry M a n a g e m e n t C o u n cil

2203 N o rth  L o is A ve n u e , S u ite  1100

T a m p a ,F lo rid a  33607

D e a r C h a irm a n  B o yd :

In  O cto b e r o f 2009,I jo in e d  th e  g o ve rn o rs o f th re e  o th e r G u lf sta te s in  e xp re ssin g  o u r co n ce m s

o ve r m a n a g e m e n t co n ce p ts th a t p riva tiz e  fish e rie s a n d  th e  n e g a tive  e ffe cts o f re strictin g  citiz e n s'

a cce ss to  fish e ry re so u rce s th a t sh o u ld  b e  sh a re d  b y a ll. A d d itio n a lly, we  p o in te d  o u t th a t in  its

ru sh  to  a d o p t a n d  im p le m e n t th e se  co n ce p ts, N a tio n a l O ce a n ic a n d  A tm o sp h e ric A sso cia tio n

Q .{O A A ) m a y h a ve  fo rg o tte n  its m o st fu n d a m e n ta l re sp o n sib ility u n d e r th e  M a g n u so n -S te ve n s

F ish e ry C o n se rva tio n  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t A ct 
-  

to  m a xim iz e  th e  n e t e co n o m ic va lu e  fro m  th e  u se

o f a  p u b lic re so u rce .

T h re e  ye a rs la te r, th e se  issu e s a re  still va lid , a n d  I  a m  writin g  to  e xp re ss co n ce rn s o ve r th e  n e w

e ffo rt to  fu fh e r p riva tiz e  p u b lic re so u rce s b y d e d ica tin g  th e m  to  b u sin e sse s in  th e  ch a rte r/fo r-

h ire  in d u stry. C re a tin g  ye t a n o th e r e xclu sive  h a rve stin g  rig h t fo r a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f b u sin e sse s

in h e re n tly m a rg in a liz e s o th e r u se Ís wh o  d o  n o t h a ve  th e  sa m e  a cce ss p rivile g e s. G ive n  th e

d ire ctio n  o f yo u r p o licie s, th e  g ro u p  th a t sta n d s to  b e  m a rg in a liz e d  in  th e  G u lf o f M e xico  is a lso

th e  g ro u p  th a t re p re se n ts th e  g re a te st e co n o m ic e n g in e  in  th e se  fish e rie s 
-  

p riva te  b o a t

re cre a tio n a l a n g le rs.

O n  a n y le ve l, th e  co n ce p t o f p riva tiz in g  p u b lic wild life  re so u rce s ru n s ço u n te r to  th e  e th ic o f

ste wa rd sh ip . R e cre a tio n a l fish in g  is a n  im p o rta n t a sfiiity in  T e xa s a n d  I  a m  in cre a sin g ly

co n ce rn e d  th a t N O A A  p o licie s a re  n o t o n ly fa ilin g  to  e xp lo it th e  e co n o m ic p o te n tia l o f th e

rccre a tio n a l se cto r, b u t a re  a ctive ly d isco u ra g in g  it wh ile  su b sid iz in g  fa r le ss via b le  a sp e cts o f

th e  fish e ry in  th e  fo r-h ire  in d u stry. T h e  fo r-h ire  se cto r is a n  im p o rta n t p a rt o f th e  fish e ry, b u t th a t

d o e s n o t n e ce ssita te  th é  p riva tiz a tio n  o f th e ir a n n u a l ta ke .

E xa m p le s o f su cce ssfu l wild life  re so u rce  m a n a g e m e n t e xist th ro u g h o u t o u r co u n try. T h e  G u lf

sta te s in  p a rticu la r h a ve  h a d  g re a t su cce ss in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f re cre a tio n a l fish e rie s a n d  h a ve
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M r. D o u g  B o yd

A u g u st 15,2012

P a g e 2

n e ve r re q u ire d  lim itin g  p u b lic a cce ss to  th e  re so u rce s th ro u g h  th e  g ra n tin g  o f e xclu sive  rig h ts.

V y'e  ca n  re b u ild  a n d  su sta in  th e se  re so u rce s with o u t re so rtin g  to  su ch  a ra d ica l d e p a rtu re  fro m

tra d itio n a l m e th o d s.

T e xa s sh a re s th e  g o a l o f h e a lth y m a rin e  re so u rce s, b u t I  u rg e  N O A A  a n d  th e  G u lf C o u n cil to

re co n sid e r th e  m e th o d s it is e m p lo yin g  to  a ch ie ve  th a t g o a l a n d  re je ct p ro p o sa ls to  fu rth e r

p riv a tiz e  p u b lic m a rin e  re so u rce s.

S in ce re ly,

?*l
R ick P e n y

G o ve rn o r

R P :jh p



8/17/2012 6:16:33 Joseph Nash captjoenash@gmail.com

I am a charter boat owner/operator out of orange beach, al for the past 24 years,
numbers on my vessel do not lie I fished as many as 207 days in one year and as few
as 105 the lower numbers are now. We need something done to preserve the charter
for hire industry and keep the fleet profitable, The Red Snapper issue is such a waste
these fish are now considered TRASH FISH becuase they are absolutly good for
nothing 10 and a half months a year. When we take people out for catch and release
the comments are always the same "i want to come back during snapper season" well
we really  just need more days to harvest some of these trash fish. Then when we are
out fishing during closure it counts against us becuase a percentage of these trash fish
do not live after release. The success of the rebuilding the red snapper stocks is a
double edge sword. We try our best to stay away from these fish but they are
everywhere now even 300-400 ft of water. Please do something, these fish are to
plentiful and allot bigger now then ever, if we do not harvest them correctly Mother
Nature will take care of it for us, its our job to be the best stewards of our resources
lets do it.
The triggerfish issue , do not let the same thing happen here micro managing the gulf
has side effects.
I am for sector seperation  and option #7 for red snapper reallacation.
thank you for your time, just aggrivated with all the time that passes between
decisions, we do not need a pilot program we need something solid in affect soon.

Gulf Shores, Al
36542

Charter/Headboat
For-Hire

8/17/2012 18:31:
37

Capt. Chad
Haggert doubleeagledsf@aol.com

I am vice president of a family owned headboat business that has operated out of
Clearwater Beach for over 40 yeas. I am in favor of moving forward with this
amendment. I will not bore you with the same comments that you have heard so many
times before. I believe the council should continue with the scoping process. No one
really knows the true identity of sector separation or what it will mean to the for hire
fleet or the private recs. We all know that nothing can be moved forward without a
referendum and vote from all stake holders. You have heard some comment on their
disbelief that the council would even consider moving forward with this amendment.
Well, I am in disbelief that all involved would not want to hear every option in this
amendment. The federally permitted vessels in the Gulf need to hear ALL the options
that this idea would bring and then make their decisions. It is clear to see what the
current management system is doing to the fleet. I ask the council to continue forward
with this amendment and finally bring all details to light. There is entirely to much
MISINFORMATION circulating on this issue.
 
Thank you
 
Capt. Chad Haggert, VP
Double Eagle Deep Sea Fishing

Clearwater Beach,
FL 33767

Private
Recreational
Angler,
Charter/Headboat
For-Hire

Timestamp
Enter your full

name email address Comments
City, State, Zip

Code
Check all that

apply



8/18/2012 2:50:08
Captain Henry
Hauch

Captain_Henry@ACME-
Ventures-Fishing.com

Please make certain that ALL of the comments submitted on AD 39, of which there are
seemingly thousands, are included in the decision on this attempt to merge the issue
of allocations with the highly unfavorable Sector Seperation Scheme. With the
overwhelming opposition to sector seperation as evidenced on your own comment
pages, the "options" should reflect the 'Will of the People'. This merging of the 2
seperate issues seems designed to make the allocation issue soften the idea of
dividing the recreational community, but this still remains a seperate issue. To remain
credible, the Gulf Council must start listening to the will of its stakeholders, and not the
small minority, but the overwhelming majority! Its clear what they want, and that is no
seperating of the allocations in the recreational sector. As such its encouraged that
any allocation options reflect proportionatly the sentinate expressed in you comments
on AD 39, with some 98% opposing the sector seperation scheme. Mr Crabtree's
suggestion to rebrand the joined admendments seems designed to "Muddy the Issue"
by calling it "Sector Definition and Accocations". Call it what you want, but it still smells
as bad, and by resorting to the political methodology of merging unfavorable plans
with legitimate issues such as allocations from com to rec, it makes it only seem more
likely that the stakeholders are yet going to be ignored and have something that most
are opposed to, does not address the root problems in our fishery management, and
makes a few people rich at the expence of the majority! Yes that sounds very much
like catch shares, and that is the ultimate goal of thes very groups pushing Sector
Seperation, as evidenced in their own doccuments. Please ensure the will of the
people is reflected in a proportional balance when considering any options to include
sector seperation in the real issue of sector allocation. Its not even a close arguement.
With no statistics on how Sector Seperation with help the extreme and "High Level of
Uncertaintity" that exist in the fishery management of the recreational sector, it beggs
to fix that huge problem FIRST, before trying some "New and Novel" management
scfheme. In most cases, the restricted access to the fisheries has little to do with a
lack of fish, but rather a lack of reliable science based data. With the numbers of
recreational participants in the federal fisheries overestimated by 350 to 400%, the
gross overestimation of landings follows, followed by ACL's set incloorctly, and
followed by unnecessarily short seasons. No Seperation of the Recreational Sector
without the majority support of the recreational community, and not without reliable,
accurate, complete and current science based data first!

Private
Recreational
Angler,
Charter/Headboat
For-Hire

8/18/2012 10:17:
43 paul loughridge paul.loughridge@yahoo.com

Why would the council consider allocating more of the red and gag grouper to the rec
sector when we have no idea how many trips the rec sector makes, how many
fishermen fish offshore, or most importantly what they are catching?  the commercial
sector has vms, observer data, logbook data, yet we will suffer because of economic
data stating the rec sector is more valuable?  It seems irresponsible to allocate more
to a sector that continues to be guesswork at best.  Best available science on rec
sector data is flawed, we all know that.  Why not try and get a clue before discussing
re-allocation?

crystal river fla
34428 Commercial Fisher

8/18/2012 10:55:
06 Erika Pettite epettite@yahoo.com

I am a supporter for all Anglers - Commercial, Industrial, Charters/Headboat For-Hire,
and to all civilians who fish from their boats, kayaks, freedivers, shore, etc.  This
amendment must be be clear in understanding from all!
 
Keep America Fishing!

Anaheim, CA
92805

Private
Recreational
Angler, Other

Timestamp
Enter your full

name email address Comments
City, State, Zip

Code
Check all that

apply



8/19/2012 6:56:21 Capt Tom Adams 4tomadams@gmail.com

Why is the council changing names and merging commercial and recreational
allocation options with recreational sector separation especially just days before the
meeting? It makes it look like something underhanded is going on. Is there? What
happened to amendment 39. It was standing alone as s completely separate issue.;
which it is and should be.

PORT ST JOE, fl
32456

Private
Recreational
Angler,
Charter/Headboat
For-Hire, NGO

8/19/2012 7:40:17
Capt. Thomas J.
Hilton hilton@rt-nav.com

Sector allocation is a SECONDARY tweak to the PRIMARY framework of sectors.
Combining sector allocation and sector separation is simply a sleight of hand in an
attempt to give legitimacy to sector separation by acting as if it has been already
scoped and vetted - it has not.
 
Classic case of the tail wagging the dog.
 
Sector Separation is the "bigger" issue that should be decided upon FIRST, before
looking at the details of what allocation %'s are doled out to which sector.
 
Each issue should go to scoping on its own merits, or lack thereof.
 
A GREAT example of how this is the WRONG approach is this;  If the vote of the
Council goes to stay with the status quo relative to a recreational/commercial split, I do
not believe Sector Separation will go away.   It has to be presented (and defeated) on
its own terms.
 
In case you haven't seen the results of the scoping comments on sector separation, I
would recommend that you go through and read what the People are saying about this
concept and the Council itself for letting this get THIS far.  The tally, last time I looked
was that there have been 3,350 responses.
 
3,271 against
79 for Sector Separation.
 
This amounts to 2.4% of the recreational angling community [For] and 97.6% [Against]
Sector Separation.
 
If the Council ignores this obvious mandate to cease and desist on this matter, then it
will confirm that the entire scoping process is a sham.
 
Thank you for your time,
Capt. Thomas J. Hilton

Arcola, Texas
77583

Private
Recreational
Angler, Other

Timestamp
Enter your full

name email address Comments
City, State, Zip

Code
Check all that

apply



From: ben fairey [mailto:benfairey@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2012 9:45 AM
To: Roy Cell Crabtree; Kim Amendola; Kay email Williams; Kevin email Anson; Captain Johnny 
Greene; Steve Bortone; Docwork; doug boyd; Harlan email Pierce
Subject: Public testimony
 

GOM council members,

 

                                            Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinions 
facing our industry. I look forward to be able to meet the new council members and 
look forward to continue to work toward real solutions. I run the Charterboat 
Necessity out of Orange Beach ,Alabama.I have been a USCG licensed Captain for 
40 years. The Necessity is a 62ft. multi passenger vessel licensed to carry 30 
people. I am past president of the Orange Beach Fishing Assn. I currently serve on 
the OBFA board of directors. I am on the Gulf Shores / Orange Beach Tourism 
board of directors, I was appointed to the Alabama Seafood Promotion Commission 
by Gov. Bentley, I have served on the board of directors of the Charter Fishermen's 
Assn.I am currently on the Board of Advisers of the CFA. I have served on various 
AP's for the Gulf Council. 

       I urge the council to continue to explore viable options to a flexible, separate 
FMP for the CFH industry. Its no secret this past June in the Northern GOM how 
weather negatively impacted RS season. Boating accidents and injuries caused by a 
derby fishery are unfortunate and must be avoided. Volunteer pilot programs 
certainly are a fair way to see if a FMP will work. The OBFA board of directors 
voted to support these types of programs. Status Quo fmp continue to fail my 
industry. Shorter seasons, closed seasons, dead discards all point to the need of a 
better management system. The NMFS and the council has done a excellent job on 
rebuilding once depleted fish stocks. Now we just need a FMP that allows us to fish 
in a sustainable way that makes good business sense. Being the public access for the 
non boat owning public and boat owners who choose to use charterboats we need 
flexibility,accountability and electronic reporting systems. 

      I am encouraged and look forward to a better future for our industry! My hope 
is that with the opportunities ahead we can work together to provide a better future 
for the next generation of boat captains and customers.

 



                                                                                        Respectfully,

                                                                                        Capt. Ben Fairey























































































































































Subject: FW: Sector Separation
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 2:11 PM
From: Emily Muehlstein <Emily.Muehlstein@gulfcouncil.org>
To: Charlene Ponce <charlene.ponce@gulfcouncil.org>
Conversation: Sector Separation

------ Forwarded Message
From: "Shuler, Brandon" <brandon.shuler@ttu.edu>
Date: Wed, 18 Apr 2012 12:40:39 -0400
To: Trish Kennedy <trish.kennedy@gulfcouncil.org>, Emily Muehlstein 
<emily.muehlstein@gulfcouncil.org>
Subject: Sector Separation

Dear Trish and Emily:

Please consider my support for the motion to allow for-hire captains to 
separate from the recreational sector. I worked as a charter boat captain 
for many years before returning to school to get my PhD. Now as a 
recreational fisherman living 800 miles from the Gulf, I only get to fish 
for snapper, my favorite fish, when I can get away from classroom duties 
and coordinate the kids' and wife's  schedules. I can now sadly see the 
complaint the rec side has had for so long with our lack of access. I think 
if we do allow the for-hires to separate, we can grow a bigger access 
window for the recreational angler.

So please accept my recommendation and comment to support allowing the for-
hire sector to separate from the recreational anglers.

Sincerely,
Brandon D. Shuler
Texas Tech University
Department of English
Office: 470
Twitter: @brandonshuler

www.brandonshuler.com
www.leadobieletters.com
Editor, www.newborder.org

------ End of Forwarded Message



Subject: FW: Sector Separation
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 12:33 PM
From: Emily Muehlstein <Emily.Muehlstein@gulfcouncil.org>
To: Charlene Ponce <charlene.ponce@gulfcouncil.org>
Conversation: Sector Separation

------ Forwarded Message
From: Cecil Williams <cecil.b.williams9@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, 18 Apr 2012 12:30:17 -0400
To: Trish Kennedy <trish.kennedy@gulfcouncil.org>
Cc: Emily Muehlstein <emily.muehlstein@gulfcouncil.org>
Subject: Sector Separation

Dear Ms. Kennedy and Ms. Muehlstein,

We are utterly new at this activism stuff, but we want our voices heard. We 
are avid recreational fishermen and we have been following the Texas red 
snapper debate closely. We are willing to try anything that will make sure 
we can take our family's fishing when we want, how we want, and any time of 
the year. We did not know until last night who to send our letters to 
supporting letting the charter captains leave the recreational fisherman's 
designation. We highly support getting them out of the recreational 
designation. For no other simple reason, that they ain't recreational. they 
are making a living off our fish and taking away the days I can take my 
grandkids out. 

So please consider the attached letters and the addresses for inclusion as 
our count of ten anglers.

Thank you for this consideration, and help us get our fish back.

Signed,
Cecil B. Williams
1000 West Port
Port Mansfield, Texas 78598

Dan Wheat
3904 Toro Canyon
Austin, Texas 78746
dwheat@barshop-oles.com

Chris McCombs
AMC Design Group
PO Box 18058
Austin, TX  78760



Chris@amcdesigngroup.com

Jim Collins
1006 Rock Canyon Drive
Katy, Texas 77450
(No E-mail)

Andrew Husband
3424 Frankford Avenue Apt. #2A
Lubbock, Texas 79407
andrew.husband@ttu.edu

John D. Fry

8700 Starr Ranch, Apt 10304
Boerne, Texas 78015
jf1431@txstate.edu

Joseph Daniel Haske
1902 W. 22nd St.
Mission, TX, 78572
jhaske4@yahoo.com

Noel Cruz
872 Hoene Road
Edinburg, Texas 78541
noelcruz92@gmail.com

Alejandro Huerta

3507 Samgar St Apt 2
Edinburg TX 78539
ascearce23@gmail.com

Manuel Garcia
1219 Kokopelli Drive
Edinburg, Texas 78542
mannygrc@hotmail.com

------ End of Forwarded Message



















































process. No one can see what will be developed until this actually begins. 
Industry and the public on both sides of the issue keep requesting to see what it 
will look like other than what we want it to look like as presented. It is due time 
that this council initiates the options and actions process.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Capt. Gary Jarvis  President CFA   
www.charterfisherman.org <http://www.charterfisherman.org/>  
F/V Back Down 2   
www.backdown2.com <http://www.backdown2.com/>   
	
  
Providing access to our Gulf fisheries for the American consumer and 
recreational fishermen for 34 years	
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