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Below is a Fishery Bulletin recently distributed by NOAA Fisheries Service reminding agnlers about
recreational red snapper federal fishing regulations in the Gulf of Mexico.
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NOAA Fisheries Reminds Fishermen about Recreational Red Snapper
Federal Fishing Regulations  

in the Gulf of Mexico  
 

Under federal law, state waters off Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama extend from the
coastline out to three nautical miles, and state waters off Texas and the Gulf of Mexico side of
Florida extend from the coastline out to nine nautical miles.
 
Fishermen are reminded that federal waters are closed to recreational red snapper fishing until
June 1, 2013. Therefore, the recreational harvest and possession of red snapper in federal
waters off all Gulf of Mexico states is prohibited until June 1, 2013. Beginning June 1, 2013,
federal waters throughout the Gulf of Mexico will open, with a 2-fish bag limit with a minimum
size of 16 inches fork length.
 
For-hire vessels are also reminded that if federal regulations for Gulf reef fish are more
restrictive than state regulations, a person aboard a charter vessel or headboat for which a
federal charter/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued must comply with federal
regulations regardless of where the fish are harvested.  Therefore, during the time federal
waters are closed, vessels with a federal charter/headboat permit may not harvest or possess
red snapper in state waters.
 
This announcement is forwarded as a courtesy of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.

About Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional Fishery Management
Councils established by the Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976. The Council prepares
fishery management plans, which are designed to manage fishery resources within the 200-mile limit
of the Gulf of Mexico.
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