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Purpose

Provide practical, real-time demonstration of eTrips
app

Detail changes involved in transition to eLogbook

Discuss improvements to reporting through switch 
from paper logbooks



Charter/Headboat
eLogbooks

(Gulf and S. Atl.)

SEFSC Commercial 
(Coastal and HMS) 

eLogbooks

GARFO 
Charter/Commercial 

eLogbooks

Separate logbook 
forms, same app 

(eTrips)
One form satisfies 
both requirements 

(eTrips)

Must consider the need to accommodate/streamline 
users participating in multiple Regions



Paper SEFSC Logbook Trip Reports for
all species caught on federally permitted vessels
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Trip

Effort 1 Effort 2

Catch 1 Catch 2 Catch 3

Vessel Name
Vessel ID number
NMFS Permit number
Trip Type
Operator Name
Operator phone number
NHID number (shark permit only)
Number of crew

County of offload
State of offload
Dealer name
Dealer(s) permit number
Date and time start trip
Date and time of offload
Days at sea
Trip Ticket #

Gear type
Number of sets/hauls
Gear quantity (number of 
nets/lines)

Other Gear measurements
Fishing Hours
Fishing Depth
Grid Location
Gear size (mesh size/# of 
hooks)

Species retained
Estimated kept pounds
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Effort information required is highly variable depending on the gear and permit.  
HMS permits must report Lats and Longs for every set, but SE permits report total 
time fished for the trip.

Electronic Logbook users will have the ability to log multiple fishing events and 
offload/sale events. *It does not passively collect location information.

Portion (20%) of fleet asked to report discards and economic survey questions for 
each trip: 

Owner Aboard?
Gallons of Fuel Used
Price of Fuel
Price of Bait
Cost of Food

Cost of Miscellaneous
Cost of IFQ
Total Revenue for Trip
Total Payment for Crew

Trip

Supplemental 
Economic 
Questions:

Species Discarded
Number of Fish
Estimated Weight
Discard Condition
Discard Reason

Supplemental 
Discard 
Questions:

Gear
Area
Depth
Corresponding Coastal VTR#



SEFSC Commercial 
Logbooks

• Coastal (South Atl. and Gulf)

SEFSC Commercial 
Surveys
• Discards
• Economic

SEFSC eLogbook

No Fishing 
Reports



Comparison of eTrips to paper logbook fields



Comparison of eTrips to paper logbook fields, cont.



Comparison of eTrips to paper logbook fields, cont.



Most information in eTrips
will be entered or selected 

from a drop down list. 
Favorites can be set up for 

most drop down lists
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eTrips Favorites Feature



eTrips runs on:

• Cellphone – wifi or cell service
• Tablet – wifi or cell service
• Laptop computer – wifi or internet
• Desktop computer – wifi or internet
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* Reporters may choose whichever option 
best suits their needs
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eTrips App demonstration: 
Real-time data entry of a 
trip report
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Editing a trip
• Easily add additional 

efforts, catches, and 
offloads

• View trip summary 
before submitting

• Go back to previous 
pages to make changes



Summary
• eTrips successfully being used by other partners
• Minimal data fields added to increase accuracy and 

reduce errors that would require send back
• Drop-down menus and favorites lists allow for quick 

and accurate data entry
• Built-in validations reduce data errors and omissions
• Logbooks received more quickly, eliminates need for 

manual data entry
• No need for separate discard logbook
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Questions?
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