
Tab D, No. 6(c) 

For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 

622 is proposed to be amended as follows: 

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF OF MEXICO, AND 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 

 1. The authority citation for part 622 continues to 

read as follows: 

 Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

 2. In § 622.53, revise paragraphs (a)(2)(i)(B) and 

(a)(2)(ii) to read as follows: 

§622.53 Bycatch reduction device (BRD) requirements. 

 (a) * * * 

(2) * * * 

(i) * * * 

(B) After reviewing the application, the RA will 

determine whether to issue a Gear Test Authorization 

(GTA)[JDG1] to conduct pre-certification trials upon the 

vessel specified in the application. If the RA authorizes 

pre-certification, the RA's GTA must be on board the vessel 

during any trip involving the BRD testing.  

 (ii) Certification. A person who proposes a BRD for 

certification for use in the Gulf EEZ must submit an 

application to test such BRD, conduct the testing, and 

submit the results of the test in accordance with the 



“Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Manual.” The RA will 

issue a GTA to conduct certification trials upon the vessel 

specified in the application if the RA finds that: The 

operation plan submitted with the application meets the 

requirements of the “Bycatch Reduction Device Testing 

Manual”; the observer identified in the application is 

qualified; and the results of any pre-certification trials 

conducted have been reviewed and deemed to indicate a 

reasonable scientific basis for conducting certification 

testing. If an application for a GTA is denied, the RA will 

provide a letter of explanation to the applicant, together 

with relevant recommendations to address the deficiencies 

that resulted in the denial. To be certified for use in the 

fishery, the BRD candidate must successfully demonstrate a 

30 percent reduction in total weight of finfish bycatch. In 

addition, the BRD candidate must satisfy the following 

conditions: There is at least a 50-percent probability the 

true reduction rate of the BRD candidate meets the bycatch 

reduction criterion and there is no more than a 10-percent 

probability the true reduction rate of the BRD candidate is 

more than 5 percentage points less than the bycatch 

reduction criterion. If a BRD meets both conditions, 

consistent with the “Bycatch Reduction Device Testing 

Manual,” NMFS, through appropriate rulemaking procedures, 



will add the BRD to the list of certified BRDs in paragraph 

(a)(3) of this section; and provide the specifications for 

the newly certified BRD, including any special conditions 

deemed appropriate based on the certification testing 

results. 

* * * * * 

3. Revise § 622.60 to read as follows:    

§ 622.60 Adjustment of management measures. 

In accordance with the Gulf Shrimp FMP Management 

Framework Procedure, available at Appendix D, the RA may 

establish or modify the following: 

(a) Gulf penaeid shrimp. For a species or species 

group: Reporting and monitoring requirements, permitting 

requirements, size limits, vessel trip limits, closed 

seasons or areas and reopenings, quotas (including a quota 

of zero), MSY (or proxy), OY, management parameters such as 

overfished and overfishing definitions, gear restrictions 

(ranging from regulation to complete prohibition), gear 

markings and identification, vessel markings and 

identification, acceptable biological catch (ABC) and ABC 

control rules, rebuilding plans, restrictions relative to 

conditions of harvested shrimp (maintaining shrimp in whole 

condition, use as bait), target effort and fishing 

mortality reduction levels, bycatch reduction criteria, BRD 



certification and decertification criteria, BRD testing 

protocol and certified BRD specifications , and target 

effort reduction for juvenile red snapper mortality[JDG2]. 

(b) Gulf royal red shrimp. Reporting and monitoring 

requirements, permitting requirements, size limits, vessel 

trip limits, closed seasons or areas and reopenings, annual 

catch limits (ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), quotas 

(including a quota of zero), accountability measures (AMs), 

MSY (or proxy), OY, management parameters such as 

overfished and overfishing definitions, gear restrictions 

(ranging from regulation to complete prohibition), gear 

markings and identification, vessel markings and 

identification, ABC and ABC control rules, rebuilding 

plans, and restrictions relative to conditions of harvested 

shrimp (maintaining shrimp in whole condition, use as 

bait), and target effort reduction for juvenile red snapper 

mortality[JDG3]. 

 


