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• FY: April 1 – March 31
• No sector allocation
• Min. size limit 12” FL
• Rec. bag limit 15 pp
• In-season AM, closure 

if the stock ACL is 
reached or projected to 
be reached



The purpose is to modify Gulf Spanish mackerel 
catch limits based on the results of the SEDAR 
81 stock assessment.

The need is to use the best scientific information 
available for managing Gulf Spanish mackerel in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act.



Alternative OFL ABC Stock ACL Units Predicted in-
season 

closure?

Alt 1 No 
Action

11.5 11.3 11.3 CHTS N/A

15.2 14.9 14.9 FES for 
comparison

Alt 2
2025/2026 – 
2027/2028 +

12.074 9.630 9.630 FES No closure

Alt 3
2025/2026 – 
2027/2028 +

12.074 9.630 8.667 FES No closure

*Weights are expressed in millions of pounds whole weight





 Recreational landings seem high.  Not 
many anglers seek to retain the 15-fish 
per person bag limit.

 Overall landings seem to be declining. 
Concerns about the condition of the stock.

 Increased shark depredation on Spanish 
mackerel.

 Council should explore options to prevent 
a closure (e.g., change AMs, sector 
allocation).



Motion: the CMP AP recommends that in 
Action 1 to make Alternative 2 the
preferred.
Motion carried unanimously

Motion: the CMP AP recommends that the 
Council explore options to reduce
harvest in the Spanish mackerel fishery to 
prevent a fishery closure.
Motion carried 10 – 3



 Alternative 1:  No Action.  Retain the current AM, whereby 
the Regional Administrator will close the fishing season for 
Gulf Spanish mackerel for the commercial and recreational 
fishing sectors when the stock annual catch limit (ACL) is 
reached or projected to be reached.

 Alternative 2:  Modify the AM for Gulf Spanish mackerel.  If 
the stock ACL is exceeded in a fishing year, then in the 
following fishing year, the Regional Administrator will close the 
fishing season for Gulf Spanish mackerel for the commercial 
and recreational fishing sectors if the stock ACL is projected to 
be reached.



 Historically, Spanish mackerel closures are rare.  Based 
on current harvest projections and the catch limits under 
consideration in Action 1, this change would likely have 
minimal impact.

 Should Action 2 be kept if it does not add substantive 
value?

 Are there other AM options with clearer benefits?



 Preferred alternatives?
 Consider additional management 

measures?
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