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The Reef Fish  Management  Commi t tee  of th e Gul f of Mex ico  Fi shery  1 

Management C ounci l  conve ned at  t he Omni  Hot el  i n Cor pus Chr i st i ,  2 

Texas on Monday af t er noon,  August  22,  2022,  and was calle d t o 3 

ord er  by Vi ce Chair man Chr i s Schi ebl e.  4 

 5 

ADOPTION OF A GENDA 6 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 7 

ACTI ON GUIDE AND NEXT STEPS 8 

 9 

VI CE CHAI RMAN CHRI S SCHI EBLE:   At  t hi s t i me,  I  woul d l i ke t o 10 

cal l  the  Reef  Fi sh Committee  t o or der .   Thi s i s a committee - of -11 

t he- whol e,  and  so I ôm not  going  t o go t hr ough ever ybodyôs name 12 

t hat  i s on t he l i s t ,  and i t ôs al l  of  us t hat  ar e i n her e,  and 13 

some of  t hose peopl e ar e pr esent  v i r t ual l y t oday as wel l ,  and  14 

j ust  t o not e t hat .   The f i r st  i t em on t he l i s t  i s  Adopt i on of  15 

the  Agenda,  whi ch i s Tab B,  Number  1,  and can I  have a mot i on?  16 

Mr .  Gi l l .  17 

 18 

MR.  BOB GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   I  woul d l i ke t o add an 19 

i t em t o Ot her  Busi ness,  t he t i t l e of  whi ch i s El ephant s.  20 

 21 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Sor r y.   I  couldnôt hear .   What  was i t ? 22 

 23 

MR.  GI LL:   The t i t l e of  whi ch i s El ephant s.  24 

 25 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   I s t her e one i n t he r oom? 26 

 27 

MR.  GI LL:   Ther e mi ght  be.  28 

 29 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Al l  r i ght .   Andy.  30 

 31 

MR.  ANDY STRELCHECK:   Dal e al r eady al l uded t o i t ,  but  I  want ed 32 

t o speci f y,  wi t h t he agenda,  t hat  Ri char d Cody i s schedul ed t o 33 

t al k about  cal i br at i on,  and  he wonôt  be abl e t o speak unt i l  34 

t omor r ow mor ni ng.  35 

 36 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   So t he agenda i s goi ng t o go a l i t t l e 37 

bi t  out  of  t he or der  t hat  you see i t ,  and  Iôm goi ng t o expl ai n 38 

her e i n a second,  af t er  we get  t hr ough the  f i r st  t wo t hi ngs.   39 

The next  i t em on t he agenda i s Appr oval  of  t he June 2022 40 

Mi nut es.   Does anyone have any changes or  edi t s or  comment s t o 41 

t he mi nut es f r om t hat  meet i ng?  I f  not ,  I  wi l l  ask f or  a mot i on 42 

t o appr ove the  mi nut es f r om t he June 2022 meet i ng.  43 

 44 

MR.  GI LL:   So moved,  Mr .  Chai r man.  45 

 46 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Do we have a second?  Bi l l y  Br oussar d 47 

seconds.   Then weôl l  move on t o t he Act i on Gui de and Next  St eps,  48 
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whi ch i s Tab B,  Number  3.   Mr .  Ri ndone,  can you pl ease t ake us 1 

t hr ough i t ? 2 

 3 

MR.  RYAN RI NDONE:   I f  you woul d l i ke,  I  can j ust  go bi t - by- bi t ,  4 

as we move t hr ough ever yt hi ng.  5 

 6 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   So weôr e goi ng t o st ar t  wi t h I t em V,  I  7 

bel i eve,  whi ch i s Recommendat i ons of  the  Sout heast er n U. S.  8 

Yel l owt ai l  Snapper .  9 

 10 

GULF AND SOUTH ATLANTI C SSC REVI EW AND RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR 11 

SOUTHEASTERN U. S.  YELLOWTAI L SNAPPER 12 

 13 

MR.  RI NDONE:   Al l  r i ght ,  and  so Dr .  Nance i s her e wi t h us t oday,  14 

and heôs the  SSC Chai r ,  and heôs going  t o t al k t o you guys about  15 

t he j oi nt  SSC r evi ew of  the  SEDAR 64 i nt er i m anal ysi s f or  16 

sout heast er n U. S.  yel l owt ai l  snapper .  17 

 18 

The SSC has r evi ewed t he updat ed i nf or mat i on and cont i nues t o 19 

f i nd yel l owt ai l  snapper  t o be heal t hy and not  exper i enci ng 20 

overfishing ,  and they  made some cat ch l i mi t  r ecommendat i ons f or  21 

you guys and the  Sout h At l ant i c Council  t o consi der .   We shar e 22 

t hi s st ock wi t h t he Sout h At l ant i c Council ,  and ,  cur r ent l y,  25 23 

per cent  of  i t  i s  appor t i oned t o the  Gul f ,  and  75 per cent  t o t he 24 

Sout h At l ant i c,  based on bi omass and wher e t he l andi ngs occur .  25 

 26 

The i nt er i m anal ysi s cont i nues t o use t he Mar i ne Recr eat i onal  27 

I nf or mat i on Pr ogr amôs Fi shi ng Ef f or t  Sur vey adj ust ed 28 

recreational  l andi ngs dat a,  and  so,  Dr .  Nance,  wi t h t hat ,  t ake 29 

i t  away.  30 

 31 

DR.  JI M NANCE:   Thank  you.   I tôs ni ce t o be abl e t o be her e,  32 

and ,  f r om al l  the  SSC member s,  Dr .  Shi pp,  we want ed t o wi sh you 33 

a happy bi r t hday t oday.   We appr eci at e al l  t he sci ence t hat  34 

youôve gi ven i n t he Gul f  of  Mexi co.  35 

 36 

As Ryan ment i oned,  t hi s was a j oi nt  meet i ng bet ween the  Gul f  and 37 

t he Sout h At l ant i c SSCs.   We f ol l owed t he Sout h At l ant i c r ul es 38 

i n our  meet i ng,  and  so,  i nst ead of  mot i ons and t hi ngs l i ke t hat ,  39 

i t  was consensus,  and  so youôl l  see t hose consensus st at ement s 40 

i n t hi s presenta tion .    41 

 42 

The Fl or i da Fi sh and  Wi l dl i f e Conser vat i on Commi ssi on pr esent ed 43 

t hi s interim  anal ysi s,  and i t ôs important  t o r emember  t hat  t hi s 44 

was an i nt er i m anal ysi s,  and  t he onl y t hi ng t hat  was updat ed 45 

wer e l andi ngs and  di scar d dat a,  and t hose wer e updat ed t hr ough 46 

2020.   We used - -  I n t hi s anal ysi s,  t hey used t he SSC- appr oved 47 

base model  t hat  was put  t oget her  f or  SEDAR 64 f or  t he st ock 48 
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assessment .  1 

 2 

For  t hi s i nt er i m anal ysi s,  no updat es wer e made f r om the  SEDAR 3 

64 model ,  and  no model  f eat ur es,  such as age,  length  4 

composi t i on,  r epr oduct i on,  and  ot her  i ndi ces wer e updat ed.   As 5 

Ryan mentioned ,  t he SEDAR 64 model  uses t he MRI P- FES dat a t o 6 

i nf or m t he recreational  cat ch and  ef f or t  st at i st i cs.  7 

 8 

Dur i ng our  meet i ng,  t he base model  conf i gur at i on was r evi ewed,  9 

and i t  was updat ed wi t h recruitment  devi at i ons t hr ough 2020,  as 10 

I  ment i oned,  and  updat ed bi as adj ust ment s.   The model  11 

conver gence cr i t er i a and  t hei r  s t r uct ur e r emai ned unchanged f r om 12 

SEDAR 64,  and t he model  f i t s  t o l andi ngs and  di scar ds wer e 13 

obser ved t o be r easonabl e,  i n our  est i mat i on,  and wi t hi n t he 14 

model  er r or  est i mat i on.  15 

 16 

Model  diagnostic s wer e compl et ed t o eval uat e model  st abi l i t y ,  17 

and  we l ooked at  t he model  and f el t  t hat  i t  per f or med wel l  f or  18 

t he anal ysi s,  and  the  over al l  goodness of  f i t  i ncr eased over  19 

t i me i n t he model  t owar ds pr esent - day dat a.   The r at i o of  20 

spawni ng st ock bi omass compar ed t o the  spawni ng st ock bi omass at  21 

t he pr oxy,  which  i s cur r ent  F 30 per cent  SPR,  has r emai ned 22 

consistent  and i ncr eased wi t h t i me acr oss st ock assessment s,  23 

i ndi cat i ng t hat  we have a  heal t hy st ock.  24 

 25 

The FWC r evi ewed t he yield  pr oj ect i ons,  l i mi t ed t o 2021 t o 2030,  26 

i ncl udi ng consi st ent  cat ch and consi st ent  F scenar i os.   27 

Recr ui t ment  was f i xed,  s i mi l ar  t o the  aver age recruitment  f or  28 

t he st ock over  the  r ecr ui t ment  t i me ser i es.   Usi ng t he Sout h 29 

At l ant i c SSCôs Accept abl e Bi ol ogi cal  Cat ch Cont r ol  Rul e,  a P*  of  30 

0. 375 i s appl i ed t o the  pr oj ect i ons,  and  t hat  was done f ol l owi ng 31 

SEDAR 64.   Pr oj ect i ons f or  a t hr ee- year  and  f i ve- year  aver age,  32 

const ant  cat ch,  and  equilibrium  cat ch wer e al so pr ovi ded f or  our  33 

r evi ew.  34 

 35 

Our  f i r st  consensus st at ement  i s t he SSC det er mi ned t hat  the  36 

2022 SEDAR 64 i nt er i m anal ysi s sat i sf i es t he prescribed  t er ms of  37 

r ef er ence.   Consensus St at ement  Number  2 i s t he SSC di d not  f i nd 38 

any out st andi ng i ssues wi t h t he anal ysi s t hat  woul d pr event  i t  39 

f r om bei ng used t o i nf or m cat ch l evel  r ecommendat i ons.   The next  40 

statement  i s t he SSC f i nds t he 2022 i nt er i m anal ysi s,  usi ng t he 41 

SEDAR 64 base model ,  as bei ng consi st ent  wi t h t he best  42 

sci ent i f i c  i nf or mat i on available .  43 

 44 

We had di scussi ons af t er  t hese pr esent at i ons,  and  t he SSC 45 

r ecommended usi ng a P*  val ue of  0. 375 t o pr oduce t he ABCs,  and  46 

t hi s i s consi st ent  t o what  we di d l ast  t i me.   Wi t h t hi s model  47 

bei ng an i nt er i m anal ysi s,  we f el t  i t  pr udent  t o keep t he same 48 
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P*  val ue,  and  t hat ôs what  we r ecommended,  and,  as we move away 1 

f r om when SEDAR 64 was done,  as we j ust  add landing s and  di scar d 2 

dat a,  we move f ur t her  and f ur t her  away f r om t he model ,  and so 3 

t he council s coul d consi der  adj ust i ng the  annual  cat ch l i mi t ,  4 

t he ACL,  or  t he annual  cat ch t ar get  f or  management  uncertainty .   5 

 6 

Our  next  consensus st at ement  i s t he SSC recommends  t hat  t he next  7 

st ock assessment  f or  sout heast er n U. S.  yel l owt ai l  snapper  be 8 

per f or med dur i ng the  next  t hr ee t o f i ve year s and i ncl udi ng 9 

updat i ng al l  t he i ndi ces of  r el at i ve abundance.   The next  10 

assessment  shoul d al so f ur t her  expl or e uncertainty  i n nat ur al  11 

and di scar d mor t al i t y,  and i n t he pr oj ect i ons,  and,  al so,  t he 12 

MRI P- FES CPUE i nt er pr et at i on as cat ch per  t r i p,  i nst ead of  cat ch 13 

per  angl er ,  and r esear ch r ecommendat i ons f r om SEDAR 64 shoul d be 14 

consi der ed.    15 

 16 

Our  next  l ast  consensus st at ement  i s t he SSC r ecommends cat ch 17 

l evel s commensur at e wi t h F 30 per cent  SPR f or  t he overfishin g 18 

l i mi t  and P*  of  0. 375 f or  t he ABC,  usi ng annual  y i el ds,  as 19 

outlined  i n the  t abl e bel ow.  20 

 21 

I n t he next  s l i de,  t her e i s t he t abl e,  and  so i t  has OFL,  our  22 

r ecommended ABC,  and,  al so,  i f  t he council  wi shed t o change  t o a 23 

di f f er ent  ACL,  or  ACT,  90 per cent  of  F 30 per cent  SPR and 75 24 

per cent  F 30 per cent  SPR ar e al so pr ovi ded i n t hi s t abl e.   Mr .  25 

Chai r ,  t hat ôs t he end of  my presentation .   26 

 27 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Thank  you,  Dr .  Nance.   Mr .  Chai r .  28 

 29 

MR.  DALE DI AZ:   Thank  you,  Dr .  Nance.   I  r ead t he SSC r epor t ,  30 

and I  agr ee wi t h ever yt hi ng t hat  t he SSC di d,  and I  t hi nk you 31 

al l  di d a t hor ough j ob.   I n t he r epor t ,  i t  t al ks  about  t he year  32 

2017,  and t her e was a geomet r i c mean used f or  a coupl e of  year s 33 

bef or e 2017,  and  af t er  2017,  and can you t al k  about  t hat  a 34 

l i t t l e bi t ,  and  j ust  maybe expl ai n t o me and t he council  maybe 35 

t he i ssue wi t h 2017 and some of  t he ot her  f act or s t hat  you al l  36 

di scussed,  pl ease? 37 

 38 

DR.  NANCE:   Ryan,  r emi nd me,  and  i s 2017 - -  Go ahead.  39 

 40 

MR.  RI NDONE:   2017 was t he year  wher e the  l andi ngs got  a l i t t l e 41 

bi t  i nt er est i ng,  and t he l andi ngs i n 2015 and 2016 and 2018 and 42 

2019 wer e al l  wi t hi n what  we woul d have  expect ed t o see and  wer e 43 

not  di ssi mi l ar  f r om one anot her  i n t hei r  magni t ude,  but  the  44 

l andi ngs f or  2017 wer e an or der  of  magni t ude hi gher  t han t he 45 

l andi ngs i n sur r oundi ng year s.  46 

 47 

I n l ooki ng at  the  i nt er cept  information ,  t her e didnôt appear  t o 48 
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be anyt hi ng obvi ous,  f r om t he way t hat  t he i nt er cept s t hat  wer e 1 

done and t he number  of  i nt er cept s,  t hat  anyt hi ng was done 2 

i ncor r ect l y,  but  i t  was j ust  t hat  the  i nt er cept s t hat  wer e 3 

conduct ed happened t o i nt er act  wi t h angl er s who had cl ai med t o 4 

have caught  l ar ge number s of  f i sh,  and a coupl e of  i nt er cept s 5 

had i ncl uded wei ght s,  i ncl uded l ar ger  f i sh,  and  so,  as weôve 6 

seen happen i n t he past ,  especi al l y wi t h FES,  t hat  expanded out  7 

qui t e subst ant i al l y ,  t o r esul t  i n l andi ngs t hat  wer e i n the  8 

300, 000- pound r ange f or  t he r ecr eat i onal  sect or ,  t hat  nor mal l y 9 

onl y l ands anywher e bet ween 50, 000 and 100, 000 pounds,  and  so i t  10 

was qui t e an increase ,  compar ed t o what  weôve seen i n the  11 

sur r oundi ng year s.  12 

 13 

I t  didnôt have an over whel mi ng ef f ect  on wher e t he model  14 

ul t i mat el y ended up,  and  so l i ke t he t er mi nal  year ,  15 

det er mi nat i on of  st ock st at us and yi el d and  ever yt hi ng,  i t  was 16 

ver y c l ose t o what  t he model  was est i mat i ng,  i f  you l ef t  2017 i n 17 

as col l ect ed,  i f  you didnôt do any of  the  smoot hi ng,  and so t he 18 

deci s i on by t he anal yst  was t o go ahead and j ust  l eave 2017 i n 19 

t her e.  20 

 21 

When i t  comes f ur t her  down t he r oad,  f or  t hi ngs l i ke season 22 

pr oj ect i ons,  t he council  mi ght  consi der  doi ng somet hi ng t o t r y  23 

t o smoot h 2017 out ,  s i nce i t ôs not  t ypi cal  of  the  sur r oundi ng 24 

year s,  based on t he l andi ngs dat a t hat  we have,  but  l eavi ng i t  25 

i n t her e,  as- i s,  coul d have an ef f ect  on season pr oj ect i ons and 26 

what  we t hi nk we mi ght  exper i ence wi t h yel l owt ai l  f i shi ng i n the  27 

Gul f .  28 

 29 

DR.  NANCE:   Thank  you,  Ryan,  and,  Dal e,  as we saw i n gag 30 

gr ouper ,  f or  exampl e,  and we had t hat  spi ke i n 1983 and t hose 31 

t ypes of  t hi ngs,  and  so somet i mes,  when we ext r apol at e up,  we 32 

have t hose spi kes.   Whi l e we saw t hat  spi ke i n 2017,  as Ryan 33 

ment i oned,  we di scussed t hat ,  and  we l ef t  i t  i n,  i nst ead of  34 

smoot hi ng i t  out ,  and weôl l  have t o t ake a l ook at  t hat  at  ot her  35 

t i mes t hough,  but  i t  didnôt af f ect  t he out put ,  t he anal ysi s,  36 

f r om the  model .  37 

 38 

MR.  DI AZ:   I  appr eci at e you al l  havi ng t hese di scussi ons,  and 39 

weôve t al ked about  t hi s some ar ound t he t abl e,  and I  agr ee wi t h 40 

ever yt hi ng you al l  di d,  but  I  l i ke t hat  you al l  ar e t al k i ng 41 

about  some of  t hese spi kes,  because  I  t hi nk somet i mes we just  42 

have t o l ook at  t hi ngs,  when t hi ngs t hat  ar e show up t hat  ar e 43 

not  pl ausi bl e,  or  possi bl e,  and  I  t hi nk somet i mes t hat  mi ght  not  44 

necessarily  be f or  an ent i r e year ,  and  i t  mi ght  be f or  a wave 45 

f or  one st at e,  and,  anyway,  I  appr eci at e t hat  you al l  ar e havi ng 46 

t hose di scussi ons.  47 

 48 
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DR.  NANCE:   Thank  you,  and I  t hi nk t hat  i t ôs importa nt ,  i f  we 1 

see t hose spi kes,  t hat  we l ook back at  t he dat a.   Somet i mes i t ôs 2 

caused f r om one t r i p,  and t hat  cer t ai nl y i s an anomal y,  but ,  i f  3 

youôve got  many t r i ps i n t her e,  you have t o t ake consi der at i on 4 

of  wer e t hose - -  I  mean,  t hose ar e act i ve t r i ps,  and so you have 5 

t o t ake maybe a l i t t l e di f f er ent  st ance on some of  t hose other  6 

t hi ngs t hat  we l ook at ,  but  t aki ng a l ook at  the  dat a I  t hi nk i s  7 

t he important  par t .  8 

 9 

MR.  DI AZ:   I  wholeheartedly  agr ee,  and  I  encour age you al l  t o 10 

keep i nvest i gat i ng,  whenever  some of  t hese spi kes happen,  and  11 

see i f  t her eôs bet t er  ways,  or  i f  t heyôr e bei ng deal t  wi t h 12 

appropriately ,  and so I  woul d ver y much st r ongl y encour age you 13 

al l  t o keep doi ng t hat .   Thank  you,  Dr .  Nance.  14 

 15 

DR.  NANCE:   Thank  you.    16 

 17 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Kevi n,  go ahead.  18 

 19 

MR.  KEVI N ANSON:   Thank  you,  and I  donôt know,  and i t  mi ght  be a 20 

quest i on f or  Ryan,  but ,  Dr .  Nance,  on one of  your  s l i des,  i t  21 

t al ks about ,  f or  t he consensus st at ement ,  f or  t he f ut ur e 22 

assessment ,  i s  t o eval uat e the  MRI P- FES CPUE i nt er pr et at i on as 23 

cat ch per  t r i p,  i nst ead of  cat ch per  angl er ,  and  t her e was j ust  24 

a coupl e of  sent ences i n the  SSC r epor t ,  and  can you expl ai n 25 

what  th at  means,  or  what  t hose di f f er ences - -  26 

 27 

DR.  NANCE:   Fr om my r ecol l ect i on,  r i ght  now,  the  dat a f or  28 

yel l owt ai l  snapper  i s CPUE f r om cat ch per  t r i p,  i nst ead of  cat ch 29 

per  angl er ,  and  so t hat ôs how t he dat a i s incorporated ,  and  so I  30 

t hi nk t he ot her  ones ar e used by cat ch per  angl er ,  arenôt t hey,  31 

i n the  MRI P- FES,  and Ryan may be bet t er  t o answer  t hat  one.    32 

 33 

MR.  RI NDONE:   The di f f er ent i at i on bet ween cat ch per  angl er  and 34 

cat ch per  t r i p di d r esul t  i n some di f f er ences i n t r end,  but ,  35 

based on t he j i t t er  anal ysi s,  t he di agnost i c r un,  or  t he 36 

diagnostic  met hod,  t hat ôs used t o t est  t he model ôs sensi t i v i t y  37 

t o certain  changes,  by var yi ng par amet er s up t o 10 per cent ,  t hat  38 

- -  Char act er i z i ng CPUE by t he angl er ,  and  not  by t he t r i p,  39 

didnôt have a pr onounced ef f ect  on t he model .    40 

 41 

I t  was vi sual l y noticeable ,  and i t  may have a gr eat er  effect  as 42 

addi t i onal  year s ar e added,  and  somet i mes we add mor e dat a i n,  43 

and somet i mes a coupl e of  year s can skew t hi ngs,  and  so one of  44 

the  t hi ngs t hat  the  SSCs want ed t o see done was t o have t hat  45 

char act er i zat i on of  CPUE be done as i t ôs done f or  ot her  r eef  46 

f i sh speci es,  whi ch i s by t r i p and not  by t he i ndi v i dual  angl er ,  47 

and  so t hat  was one of  t he comments t hat  they  had made.  48 
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 1 

I t  wasnôt a dr amat i c di f f er ence,  t hat  was goi ng t o r esul t  i n 2 

l i ke a change i n r esul t ,  but  i t  was vi sual l y noticeable ,  and  so 3 

t hey want ed t o see t hat  br ought  i n l i ne wi t h how ever yt hi ng el se 4 

i s done.  5 

 6 

DR.  NANCE:   Thank  you,  Ryan.  7 

 8 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Andy,  you had your  hand up? 9 

 10 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Dr .  Nance,  t hanks f or  bei ng her e,  and t hanks 11 

f or  your  wor k on t he SSC.   I ôm not  sur e i f  t hi s  i s  a quest i on 12 

f or  you or  Ryan,  but  Iôm t r y i ng t o wr ap my head ar ound 13 

yel l owt ai l  cat ch l i mi t s t hat  ar e cur r ent l y i n pl ace,  and,  gi ven 14 

t hi s assessment ,  and  what  was on t he boar d j ust  now i s showi ng 15 

ki nd of  ABC r ecommendat i ons and OFLs f r om t he SSC,  Iôm 16 

i nt er pr et i ng t hi s as act ual l y a net  decr ease,  i n t er ms of  what  17 

woul d be allowed ,  because of  the  i ncor por at i on of  FES,  and  t hat  18 

our  cur r ent  cat ch l evel s ar e commensur at e wi t h what ôs k i nd of  19 

bei ng r ecommended now,  but  t heyôr e not  i n t he FES uni t s,  and  so 20 

am I  cor r ect  on t hat ,  Ryan? 21 

 22 

DR.  NANCE:   Ber ni e,  go ahead and put  t hat  l ast  s l i de up,  pl ease.  23 

 24 

MR.  RI NDONE:   So i t ôs not  just  t hat ,  but  i t ôs bet t er  precision  25 

about  the  under st andi ng of  t he v i r gi n bi omass and  how t hat  26 

af f ect s wher e we ar e at  t hi s poi nt  i n t i me.   That  was r evi sed 27 

f r om the  SEDAR 27 assessment  t o t hi s one,  and  so,  basi cal l y,  the  28 

st ock isnôt t hought  t o have been as l ar ge as we pr evi ousl y 29 

t hought  i t  was,  and so t hat  br ought  t hi ngs down a l i t t l e bi t ,  30 

and  t hen,  wi t h FES as a - -  You canôt  r eal l y di r ect l y compar e i t ,  31 

because  l i ke t he model  t hat  was used f or  SEDAR 27 and t he model  32 

t hat  was used f or  SEDAR 64 ar e di f f er ent ,  i n a l ot  of  ways,  33 

i ncl udi ng the  est i mat e of  v i r gi n bi omass,  t he way t hat  t he 34 

r ecr ui t ment  devi at i ons ar e done,  and  t he model  i t sel f .  35 

 36 

We used ASAP l ast  t i me,  and  we used SS t hi s t i me,  and  t he 37 

r ecr eat i onal  cat ch and ef f or t  i s  now di f f er ent ,  and  t her eôs a 38 

l ot  t hat  has changed,  and  so i t ôs not  as - -  We wonôt  have t he 39 

l uxur y of  sayi ng,  oh,  wel l ,  t hi s i s t hi s i n CHTS,  and  t hi s i s 40 

t hi s i n FES,  becaus e t he cur r enci es woul d be onl y par t  of  t he 41 

st or y.   I  act ual l y donôt know how we woul d compar e t hem,  and  so 42 

we mi ght  j ust  not .  43 

 44 

Typic ally  t hough,  as f ar  as t he f i sher i es ar e concer ned i n the  45 

Gul f ,  i t  t ends t o be domi nat ed by - -  Gul f  yel l owt ai l  l andi ngs 46 

t end t o be domi nat ed by the  commercial  sect or ,  but  the  47 

r ecreational  sect or  has been l andi ng mor e f i sh,  especially  as 48 
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weôr e st ar t i ng t o see mor e f i sh nor t hwar d t owar d Tampa Bay.   I n 1 

the  Sout h At l ant i côs j ur i sdi ct i on,  l andi ngs ar e domi nat ed by the  2 

r ecr eat i onal  sect or ,  as ar e di scar ds,  and  so consi der at i ons 3 

t her e.  4 

 5 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Mr .  Gi l l .  6 

 7 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man,  and t hank you,  Dr .  Nance,  8 

f or  your  pr esent at i on,  and I  want  t o expr ess my disappointment  9 

at  t he out put  of  t he SSC,  and t her eôs a number  of  r easons f or  10 

t hat ,  and I  woul d l i ke t o enumerate  t hose.  11 

 12 

For  one,  t he sci ent i f i c  uncer t ai nt y,  as measur ed by the  13 

difference  bet ween t he OFL and t he ABC,  i n 2023 i s l ess t han 1 14 

per cent .   Ther e i s not hi ng we do i n f i sher i es sci ence t hat  i s 15 

t hat  certa in ,  not hi ng.   I t ôs 35, 000 pounds i n a l i t t l e under  16 

f our - mi l l i on,  but  i t  get s wor se.   As you not ed,  t he f ur t her  away 17 

you get  f r om t he assessment ,  t he mor e uncer t ai n i t  i s ,  but  the  18 

SSC says,  no,  no,  we get  mor e certain ,  because i t ôs t hr ee- t i mes 19 

as cer t ai n i n 2027 t han i t  was i n 2023.    20 

 21 

I n my mi nd,  t hat ôs s i mpl y not  cr edi bl e,  and  t her eôs mor e t o i t  22 

t han t hat ,  because  t hen you suggest  t hat  t he ACL ought  t o 23 

r ecogni ze and t ake up t hi s uncertainty  t hat  was f ai l ed t o be 24 

recognized  on t he sci ence si de,  and  l et ôs be honest .   I t ôs so 25 

cl ose,  t he ACL t o t he OFL,  t hat  l i kel y t he ACL wi l l  have t o be 26 

made even l ower ,  t o avoi d goi ng over  t he OFL,  and i t  doesnôt 27 

st op t her e.  28 

 29 

I t  goes t o t he absence of  a const ant  cat ch scenar i o.   Wel l ,  t hey 30 

didnôt of f er  one,  and  I  would  ar gue t hat  the  const ant  cat ch 31 

scenar i o proffered  i n t he pr esentation  and  the  anal ysi s was 32 

i ncor r ect ,  because i t  didnôt i ncl ude t hi s char t .   I t  i ncl uded 33 

2021 and 2022,  and,  s i nce weôr e on a decr easi ng scal e,  t he l ar ge 34 

number s dr ove t he const ant  cat ch st r at egy t o be inconsistent  35 

wi t h pr oper  management ,  and  so what  weôr e l ef t  wi t h,  i f  we 36 

want ed t o consi der  a const ant  cat ch st r at egy,  i s t he l owest  ABC 37 

on t he l i s t ,  and we wouldnôt want  t o do t hat  unl ess we t hought  38 

t he st ock was i n t r oubl e,  and  t hey correctly  not e t hat  i t ôs not .  39 

 40 

One,  t he SSC has si gni f i cant  i mpact  on what  counci l  management  41 

can be,  bot h f r om t he ACL st andpoi nt ,  and we canôt  do a val i d 42 

constant  cat ch stra tegy  i f  we want  t o,  because ,  f unct i onal l y,  43 

you didnôt gi ve us r oom t o do t hat ,  and so Iôm not  pl eased wi t h 44 

t he r esul t s.  45 

 46 

I  t hi nk t hat  t hey donôt r ef l ect  t he t r ue sci ence,  and  I  am hal f  47 

t empt ed t o make a mot i on t o t ur n i t  back t o the  SSC f or  48 
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reconsideration ,  and  I  do under st and t hat  we donôt catch  much of  1 

t he st ock,  and t hat ôs the  Sout h At l ant i c.   I  do understand  t hat  2 

they  wer e dr i v i ng t he j oi nt  meet i ng,  but  ever yt hi ng t hat  the  3 

Gul f  does and t he Sout h At l ant i c do ar e not  necessar i l y  t he 4 

same,  ei t her  i n oper at i ons or  i n phi l osophy,  and t hat  goes t o 5 

t he SSC and  t he council  bot h.  6 

 7 

My sense i s t hat  t he Gul f  SSC,  whi ch i s t o gi ve advi ce t o the  8 

Gul f  Counci l ,  basi cal l y abdi cat i ng t hei r  r esponsi bi l i t i es and  9 

di d what  t he Sout h At l ant i c di d,  and  t hen t he r esul t  i s  t hat  the  10 

nor mal  pr ocess t hat  we go by i n t he Gul f  Counci l  - -  We donôt 11 

have t hat  opt i on,  and  so youôve handed us,  i n my vi ew,  a can of  12 

wor ms,  and t hat ôs what  weôve got  t o wor k wi t h.   I  donôt know 13 

whet her  counci l  member s f eel  t he same way,  but  I  t hi nk t he 14 

i nt er i m assessment  was basi cal l y good,  wi t h t he except i on of  t he 15 

pla guey on t he const ant  cat ch,  but ,  ot her  t han t hat ,  I  t hi nk i t  16 

was a good j ob,  but  I  donôt bel i eve t he SSC char act er i zed 17 

pr oper l y t he pr oj ect i ons and t he recommendations  t o t he 18 

council s.   Thank  you.  19 

 20 

DR.  NANCE:   Bob,  I  appr eci at e those  comment s,  and i t ôs 21 

interesting ,  s i nce t hi s i s an i nt er i m anal ysi s,  and  al l  we wer e 22 

doi ng i s updat i ng the  l andi ngs and t he di scar d dat a.   Wi t hout  23 

t he ot her  i ndi ces t hat  ar e used i n an assessmen t ,  we f el t  i t  24 

pr udent  t o keep t he P*  at  0. 375,  as wi t h t he pr evi ous 25 

assessment ,  and not  t o move of f  of  t hat ,  and  so thatôs k i nd of  -26 

-  Dur i ng our  discussion ,  t hat ôs wher e we kept  t hi ngs.  27 

 28 

OFL,  we kept  i t  at  30 per cent  SPR,  as t he pr ev i ous assessment ,  29 

and  t hen t he ABC at  t he P*  of  0. 375.   We di d t al k about ,  as you 30 

move f ur t her ,  t hat  you canôt  have - -  Movi ng away f r om t hat  l ong-31 

t er m aver age,  and  so we di d pr ovi de ACTs and ACLs,  i f  t he 32 

council  wanted  t o be abl e t o consider  t hose,  and t hose wer e 33 

pr ovi ded.  34 

 35 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Thank you,  Dr .  Nance.   Any f ur t her  36 

quest i ons f or  Dr .  Nance on the  SSC recommendation s f or  37 

yel l owt ai l  snapper ?  Wel l ,  t hank you,  agai n,  f or  your  38 

presentation .   39 

 40 

DR.  NANCE:   Thank  you,  and,  Ryan,  I  appr eci at e your  hi st or i cal  41 

knowl edge.  42 

 43 

MR.  RI NDONE:   You guys mi ght  r ecal l  - -  Thank  you,  Dr .  Nance,  f or  44 

bei ng her e,  and  so you guys mi ght  r ecal l  t hat  we pr evi ousl y had 45 

t abl ed wor k on Reef  Fi sh Amendment  55,  whi ch i s al so Snapper  46 

Gr ouper  Amendment  44,  and so we donôt have a j oi nt  management  47 

pl an f or  yel l owt ai l  wi t h t he Sout h At l ant i c Counci l ,  but  we ar e 48 
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t r y i ng t o devel op concur r ent  document s t hat  wi l l  essentially  1 

l ook t he same f or  certain  act i ons,  and  t he Sout h At l ant i côs wi l l  2 

di f f er ,  i n some r espect s,  because  t hey have sect or  al l ocat i ons 3 

f or  yel l owt ai l ,  but  thing s l i ke what ôs t he st ock ABC goi ng t o 4 

be,  what ôs t he st ock ACL goi ng t o be,  what ôs t he j ur i sdi ct i onal  5 

alloca tion  goi ng t o be,  and  l i ke t hose t hi ngs need t o be t he 6 

same i n bot h document s,  and  t hose wer e t abl ed unt i l  t hi s wor k 7 

coul d be compl et ed and  t hese dat a coul d be updated ,  and so,  at  8 

t hi s poi nt ,  you guys woul d have t he opt i on of  r ecommendi ng 9 

st ar t i ng al l  t hat  back up agai n.    10 

 11 

Wi t h r espect  t o Mr .  Gi l l  and Dr .  Nanceôs conver sat i on about  the  12 

cat ch l i mi t s,  one of  the  t hi ngs t hat  was mentione d,  on t he Sout h 13 

At l ant i c s i de,  f or  l eavi ng i n t he 90 per cent  and 75 per cent  at  F 14 

30 per cent  SPR yi el ds was t hat  t he Sout h At l ant i c Council ,  and,  15 

agai n,  t hi s i s what  t hey l i ke t o do,  wi l l  of t en l ook t o t hose 16 

yi el ds f or  set t i ng the  t ot al  ACL,  t o cr eat e mor e of  a buf f er  17 

bet ween t he ABC and  t he ACL,  and  so i t  i s  somet hi ng t hat  you 18 

guys coul d t al k about ,  and t hat  we coul d have conver sat i ons wi t h 19 

the  Sout h At l ant i c Council ,  f or  how t o address  t he t ot al  ACL,  20 

whi ch woul d t hen be di v i ded bet ween t he Gul f  and  t he Sout h 21 

At l ant i c,  t o get  at  Mr .  Gi l l ôs comment s about  want i ng t o see 22 

mor e spr ead t her e bet ween t he OFL and  t he ABC,  t o account  f or  23 

mor e of  the  uncertainty  t hat  we bel i eve t o be pr esent .  24 

 25 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Mr .  Gi l l .  26 

 27 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   Gi ven Ryanôs comment s,  I  28 

move t hat  we unt abl e Reef  Fi sh Amendment  54.  29 

 30 

MR.  RI NDONE:   55.  31 

 32 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Do you need a mot i on f or  t hat ?   33 

 34 

MR.  RI NDONE:   Yes,  we need a mot i on f or  t hat ,  and  i t  woul d be 35 

Reef  Fi sh Amendment  55,  and  t hen t he pr esumpt i on woul d be t hen 36 

t hat ,  when t he Sout h At l ant i c Council  meet s next  mont h,  t hen 37 

t hey coul d consi der  unt abl i ng Snapper  Gr ouper  Amendment  44.  38 

 39 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Mr .  Gi l l .  40 

 41 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man,  and  so,  f or  clarification ,  42 

the  act i on gui de has got  a t ypo i n i t ?  The action  gui de cal l s 43 

f or  54.  44 

 45 

MR.  RI NDONE:   I t  l ooks l i ke a t ypo t hen.   I  bl ame Dr .  Si mmons.  46 

 47 

MS.  SUSAN BOGGS:   I  wi l l  second t he mot i on f or  discussion ,  48 
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because  I  have a question .    1 

 2 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay,  Ms.  Susan.  3 

 4 

MS.  BOGGS:   So our  amendment  t hough does not  have t o go i n 5 

conjunction ,  because  i t ôs not  a j oi nt  amendment ,  and so,  whet her  6 

t he Sout h At l ant i c deci des t o move on t hei r  amendment  or  not ,  we 7 

coul d - -  The Gul f  Counci l  can move on Amendment  55,  cor r ect ? 8 

 9 

MR.  RI NDONE:   No,  because  i t ôs goi ng t o af f ect  i t .   I t ôs going  10 

t o af f ect  t he Sout h At l ant i c Council  as wel l .   I t ôs one of  t hose 11 

t hi ngs wher e,  when we send one of  you guys of f  t o t he Sout h 12 

At l ant i c Council ,  t o be t he council  r ep,  t hat  what  you say i s 13 

goi ng t o be impor tant .    14 

 15 

The summar y t hat  you gi ve i s goi ng t o be important ,  because  16 

t heyôr e goi ng t o be l ooki ng t o you f or  i nf or mat i on and  t o 17 

pr ovi de i nput  on what  t he Gul f  i s  doi ng,  and ,  i n t hi s case,  on 18 

Reef  Fi sh Amendment  55,  so t hat  they  under st and our  di scussi ons 19 

and ever yt hi ng when t heyôr e havi ng th ei r s about  Snapper  Gr ouper  20 

Amendment  44,  but  bot h need t o be unt abl ed and  st ar t ed and  be 21 

devel oped concurrently ,  because t heyôr e goi ng t o have a l ot  of  22 

the  same information  i n i t ,  and  so I  t hi nk weôr e st i l l  23 

consi der i ng doi ng a combi ned document ,  and  so you guys coul d - -   24 

 25 

You know,  i f  we move f or war d wi t h t hat  direction ,  t hen you guys 26 

woul d see a combi ned amendment  t hat  woul d af f ect  bot h counci ls ,  27 

but  t her e woul d be act i ons i n i t  t hat  you j ust  s i mpl y wouldnôt 28 

addr ess,  and  so l i ke you guys wouldnôt  have any comment ,  beyond 29 

publ i c comment ,  i f  you so chose t o gi ve i t ,  on t hei r  sect or  30 

al l ocat i on and t hei r  sor t  of  hoop- j umpi ng,  i f  they  want  t o go 31 

t hr ough wi t h any modi f i cat i ons t o yel l owt ai l  management .   32 

 33 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   A poi nt  of  or der ,  and  t hen Iôl l  34 

have a comment f r om you,  and l et ôs get  t hi s mot i on st r ai ght  her e 35 

on t he boar d f r om Mr .  Gi l l ,  and  so exact l y - -  I s i t  wor ded the  36 

way you want ed i t ? 37 

 38 

MR.  GI LL:   Yes,  Mr .  Chai r man.  39 

 40 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   And t he seconder  appr oves of  how i t  i s? 41 

 42 

MS.  BOGGS:   Yes.  43 

 44 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   I t  l ooked l i ke i t  was t aki ng a whi l e t o 45 

get  up her e.  46 

 47 

MS.  BOGGS:   I  was t r y i ng t o ask my question .  48 
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 1 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Go ahead.  2 

 3 

MS.  BOGGS:   So t hi s i s k i nd of  a nudge t o the  Sout h At l ant i c  4 

t hat ,  hey,  we want  t o do somet hi ng,  and you need t o get  movi ng,  5 

and  I  pr obabl y wonôt  be at  t he next  Sout h At l ant i c committee  6 

meet i ng,  and  you al l  wi l l  ar m whoever  goes wi t h t he necessar y 7 

ar gument s t o hopefully  br i ng t hi s f or war d? 8 

 9 

MR.  RI NDONE:   Yes.  10 

 11 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Dr .  Fr eeman has hi s hand up.  12 

 13 

DR.  MATT FREEMAN:   Sor r y.   Ber ni e had me t est i ng t hat  ear l i er ,  14 

and i t  j ust  didnôt get  l ower ed.  15 

 16 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Whi l e t heyôr e del i ber at i ng,  how 17 

about  any ot her  f ur t her  discussio n on the  mot i on her e?  Mr .  18 

Dyskow.  19 

 20 

MR.  PHI L DYSKOW:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Tempor ar y Chai r .   Bob,  coul d 21 

you ar t i cul at e,  i n one or  t wo sent ences,  and  I  know t hi s i s 22 

going  t o be a r each f or  you,  what  youôr e t r y i ng t o accompl i sh 23 

wi t h t hi s,  so I  under st and? 24 

 25 

MR.  GI LL:   I t ôs so t hat  we can addr ess our  appr oach t o deal i ng 26 

wi t h yel l owt ai l  as a r esul t  of  t he i nt er i m assessment .  27 

 28 

MR.  DYSKOW:   Thank  you.  29 

 30 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Any ot her  comment s on the  mot i on?  31 

Ryan.  32 

 33 

MR.  RI NDONE:   You guys mi ght  consi der  addi ng somet hi ng t o t hi s 34 

about  i ncor por at i ng t he updat ed cat ch advice  f r om t he i nt er i m 35 

anal ysi s,  f or  consideration  i n t he amendment ,  which  i s 36 

ul t i mat el y - -  That ôs what  t he SSCs ar e currently  sayi ng,  i s 37 

consiste nt  wi t h BSI A,  and so t hat ôs what  we would  use anyway,  38 

but  ju st  f or  the  sake of  bei ng cr yst al  c l ear  on i t .   I  know you 39 

got  cal l ed ñBogò ear l i er ,  and  I  donôt want  you t o be accused of  40 

bei ng mur ky,  Mr .  Gi l l .  41 

 42 

MR.  GI LL:   I f  you woul d suggest  t hat  l anguage,  Ryan,  I  woul d 43 

appr eci at e i t .  44 

 45 

MR.  RI NDONE:   Sur e,  and  so t o unt abl e Reef  Fi sh Amendment  55 and 46 

i ncl ude consi der at i on of  updat ed cat ch advi ce,  as r ecommended by 47 

t he Gul f  and Sout h At l ant i c SSCs.  48 
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 1 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Ms.  Boggs,  ar e you okay wi t h t hat ,  as 2 

the  seconder ? 3 

 4 

MS.  BOGGS:   I  am okay wi t h t hat ,  as the  seconder .  5 

 6 

MR.  RI NDONE:   We know enough  about  what ôs goi ng on t her e t o know 7 

what  t o do.  8 

 9 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Al l  r i ght .   Any f ur t her  di scussi on,  now 10 

t hat  weôve adj ust ed i t ?  No?  Okay.   Al l  i n f avor  of  t he mot i on,  11 

say aye;  any opposed.   Okay.   Movi ng on,  we ar e at  a br eaki ng 12 

poi nt ,  and i s t hat  wher e we ar e,  Mr .  Chai r ? 13 

 14 

MR.  DI AZ:   Weôr e al l  goi ng t o t ake a br eak,  but ,  f i r st ,  I  t hi nk 15 

Ms.  Boggs has an i ssue she want s t o br i ng up.   Ms.  Boggs.  16 

 17 

MS.  BOGGS:   Yes,  and  I  do,  and Iôm sor r y t o br i ng t hi s up,  but  18 

we woul d l i ke t o wi sh Dr .  Shi pp a happy 80t h bi r t hday t oday.  19 

 20 

DR.  BOB SHI PP:   Thank  you,  al l .   I  appr eci at e i t .   I  know 21 

somet i mes I  k i nd of  s l i p away,  but  t hat ôs - -  You know,  an 22 

ei ght y- year - ol d has t hat  pr i v i l ege,  especi al l y when youôr e 23 

t al k i ng about  dat a,  and what  i s dat a?  Dat a ar e pl ur al ,  and 24 

r emember  t hat .   Agai n,  t hanks,  ever ybody.  25 

 26 

MS.  BOGGS:   We have a car d,  and  i t  t ook some doi ng,  but  I  f ound 27 

out  t hat  Ger man chocol at e i s your  f avor i t e,  and  so we have some 28 

cupcakes i n your  honor ,  and  we woul d l i ke t o t ake a br eak and  29 

cel ebr at e your  bi r t hday t oday.  30 

 31 

DR.  SHI PP:   I  canôt  t hi nk of  anyt hi ng bet t er  t o do t han t hat .  32 

 33 

MS.  BOGGS:   Si nce I  canôt  br i ng gi n- and- t oni c or  anyt hi ng l i ke 34 

t hat  i nt o the  council  r oom.  35 

 36 

DR.  SHI PP:   I  was t al k i ng t o one of  my counci l  member  37 

col l eagues,  and I  t ol d hi m t hat  Monday was my 90t h bi r t hday,  and  38 

I  got  t o t hi nki ng,  l at er  on,  t hat ôs what  happens t o ol d peopl e,  39 

i s t en year s her e or  t her e,  and  so I  went  back and  I  f ound hi m,  40 

and  I  apol ogi zed,  and  I  sai d,  I  r eal l y meant  t hat  I  am t ur ni ng 41 

ei ght y,  and  he sai d,  t hank god,  and youôr e t he best - l ooki ng 42 

ni net y- year - ol d Iôve ever  seen.  43 

 44 

MR.  DI AZ:   Weôr e going  t o t ake about  a t went y- mi nut e br eak,  and 45 

weôl l  s t ar t  back up at  3: 30.    46 

 47 

( Wher eupon,  a br i ef  r ecess was t aken. )  48 
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 1 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Weôr e goi ng t o modi f y our  agenda her e a 2 

l i t t l e bi t  agai n,  and  weôr e going  t o l ead of f  wi t h Agenda I t em 3 

I V now,  whi ch i s goi ng t o t he Revi ew of  Reef  Fi sh and  I ndi v i dual  4 

Fi shi ng Quot a Landi ngs,  wi t h Ms.  OôDonnel l ,  and weôl l  s t ar t  out  5 

wi t h r eef  f i sh and coast al  mi gr at or y pel agi cs,  whi ch i s Tab B,  6 

Number  4( a) ( i )  and ( a) ( i i ) .   Thank  you.  7 

 8 

Al so,  after we  go t hr ough t hi s,  Agenda I t em I V,  weôr e going  t o 9 

j ump t o Agenda I t em VI ,  whi ch wi l l  be the  Revi ew of  St at e-10 

Speci f i c  Angl i ng Landi ngs f r om each individual  st at e r epor t .   11 

Ms.  OôDonnel l ,  ar e you avai l abl e? 12 

 13 

REVI EW OF REEF FI SH AND I NDI VI DUAL FI SHI NG QUOTA ( I FQ)  LANDI NGS 14 

FLORI DA 15 

 16 

MS.  KELLI  OôDONNELL:   I ôm r eady and  wai t i ng f or  t he pr esent at i on 17 

t o come up.  18 

 19 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Pl ease t ake over  when youôr e 20 

r eady.  21 

 22 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   Okay.   We ar e goi ng t o st ar t  wi t h our  commer ci al  23 

r eef  f i sh l andi ngs,  and we di d put  on her e t he l i nk t o wher e the  24 

ACL l andi ngs ar e on our  webpage,  so t hat  you can go ahead and go 25 

t her e anyt i me t hat  you woul d l i ke t o l ook at  the  commercial  and 26 

the  st ock l andi ngs,  and  so,  i n bet ween meet i ngs,  i f  you want  t o 27 

see wher e t hi ngs ar e,  t hese ar e the  websi t es t o go t o.  28 

 29 

The l ast  meet i ng,  i t  was r equest ed t o show wher e r ed snapper  30 

f or - hi r e l andi ngs have  been i n a s i mi l ar  f or mat  as what  weôve 31 

been doi ng f or  t he other  speci es weôve been pr esent i ng a f i gur e 32 

f or ,  and  so you can  see,  r i ght  now,  f or  t hi s year ,  we donôt 33 

r eal l y have much,  because  we onl y have t hr ough Wave 2,  and  so,  34 

si nce weôr e c l osed unt i l  Wave 3,  weôl l  see what  happens wi t h 35 

t hem,  al t hough t heyôve been pr et t y st eady i n t hese past  coupl e 36 

of  year s,  r egar dl ess of  COVI D,  and  l andi ngs have st i l l  been 37 

si mi l ar ,  even al l  t he way back t hr ough t he aver age of  2017 t o 38 

2019.  39 

 40 

You canôt  see i t ,  but  t he 2022 l i ne i s k i nd of  hi dden behi nd 41 

t hose ot her  aver ages and t hi ngs,  because  i t ôs pr et t y much r i ght  42 

at  zer o,  and  t hen you can see al l  of  t he c l osur es t hat  have 43 

occur r ed,  and ,  i n mor e r ecent  year s,  how t he cl osur es have 44 

st ar t ed t o get  l at er  and  l at er .  45 

 46 

Gr ay t r i gger f i sh cont i nues t o be l ower  l andi ngs,  and  Iôm 47 

assumi ng i t ôs f ol l owi ng what  weôr e hear i ng f r om st akehol der s,  48 
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t hat  i t ôs difficult  t o cat ch t he commer ci al  ACT wi t h t he cur r ent  1 

t r i p l i mi t ,  and so weôl l  see what  happens,  i f  t he document  2 

i mpl ement s a hi gher  t r i p l i mi t  i n the  f ut ur e,  and t hat ôs goi ng 3 

t o be get t i ng wor ked on.  4 

 5 

Gr eat er  amber j ack cont i nues t o be lower  and l ower  t han what  6 

weôve seen i n r ecent  year s,  and  I  donôt r eal l y have anyt hi ng 7 

el se t o say,  except  f or  t he st at us of  t he st ock i s most  l i kel y 8 

heavi l y af f ect i ng what  t hese l andi ngs ar e,  i n addi t i on t o a 9 

r educed t r i p l i mi t  t hat ,  even t hough we havenôt hi t  t hat  st ep-10 

down,  just  the  r educed t r i p l i mi t  i t sel f  makes i t  di f f i cul t  f or  11 

t ar get ed t r i ps t o occur  f or  t hi s speci es.  12 

 13 

Gr ay snapper  i s bumpi ng back up t her e,  wi t h i t s l andi ngs t o be 14 

back on par  wi t h what  i t  was pr e- COVI D,  wi t h a 2017 t o 2019 15 

aver age,  al t hough,  st i l l ,  t hi s  i s a st ock,  and weôr e onl y 16 

showi ng commercial  l andi ngs,  t hey have a l ot  of  r oom t o l and 17 

some mor e.  18 

 19 

Lane snapper  st i l l  cont i nues t o be l ower  i n l andi ngs t han what  20 

i t  has been t he past  coupl e of  year s,  and,  agai n,  st i l l  way 21 

l ower  t han what  i t  was f or  the  2017 t o 2019 aver age.   Ver mi l i on,  22 

t he same sor t  of  t r end,  and i t ôs hover i ng a l i t t l e bi t  l ower  23 

t han what  i t  has been i n t he past  coupl e of  year s,  and  a l ot  24 

l ower  st i l l  t han what  i t  was i n t he 2017 t o 2019 aver age.  25 

 26 

Yel l owt ai l ,  as we wer e j ust  di scussi ng,  commer ci al  does l and 27 

mor e i n t he Gul f  t han t he recreatio nal ,  but  we s t i l l  have been 28 

seei ng l ower  l andi ngs,  i n the  past  coupl e of  year s,  t han what  29 

t hey have been l andi ng,  on aver age.  30 

 31 

Cuber a,  we di d j ust  get  t hei r  l i t t l e spi ke i n l andi ngs,  and  so 32 

we ar e keepi ng an eye on t hi s st ock,  s i nce t hey do have a post -33 

season accountability  measure  i n ef f ect  r i ght  now t o do a 34 

pr oj ect  t o see i f  a c l osur e i s  needed,  and,  r i ght  now,  weôr e 35 

st i l l  not  seei ng t hat  one i s needed,  bas ed on what  t he 36 

r ecr eat i onal  l andi ngs ar e,  but ,  due t o t hem goi ng over  l ast  37 

year ,  we ar e keepi ng an eye on t hi s st ock,  t o see what  happens.  38 

 39 

The same f or  mi dwat er  snapper ,  and weôr e keeping  an eye on t hi s 40 

st ock,  al t hough you can see commer ci al  l andi ngs ar e a l ot  l ower  41 

t han what  t hey wer e l ast  year ,  and ,  agai n,  t hi s i s  a st ock as 42 

wel l ,  but  recreational  l andi ngs ar e l ow as wel l ,  and,  even 43 

t hough they  do have t he post - season accountability  measur e,  we 44 

do not  have any sor t  of  c l osur e pr oj ect i on showi ng a c l osur e i s 45 

needed f or  t hi s st ock,  as of  yet .  46 

 47 

The same f or  t he j acks compl ex,  and l andi ngs ar e,  agai n,  a 48 
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l i t t l e bi t  l ower  t han t hey wer e i n t he previous  coupl e of  year s,  1 

but  st i l l  have been t r endi ng hi gher ,  on aver age,  t han what  they  2 

wer e f or  t he 2017 t o 2019 aver age.   I  t hi nk t hat ôs t he l ast  3 

s l i de f or  t hi s one.  4 

 5 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Ms.  OôDonnel l .   Do we 6 

have any quest i ons f r om t he group ?  Nope and I  donôt see any 7 

hands up ei t her ,  and  so weôl l  move on t o t he I FQ l andi ngs 8 

presentation ,  Tab B,  Number  4( b) ,  pl ease.  9 

 10 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   Wel l ,  we do have CMP as wel l .   Di d you want  me 11 

t o pr esent  t hat ?  I  know i t ôs been asked i n t he past  t hat ,  even 12 

i f  we donôt have a CMP Committee ,  t o pr ovi de t he l andi ngs.  13 

 14 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Yes,  maôam.   Pl ease.   Thank  you.  15 

 16 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   Al l  r i ght ,  and  so we have t he CMP l andi ngs on 17 

her e,  and,  agai n,  t he websi t es ar e at  the  bot t om,  i f  you woul d 18 

l i ke t o l ook at  l andi ngs i n bet ween meet i ngs.   Next  s l i de.   19 

Cobi a cont i nues t o be l ower  l andi ngs t han what  we have seen i n 20 

t he past  year s,  and i t  coul d be par t i al l y  due t o their  st ock 21 

st at us as wel l ,  and Iôm not  t ot al l y sur e,  but  they  do seem t o 22 

have a cont i nued downwar d t r end i n t hei r  l andi ngs t hese past  23 

coupl e of  year s.   We see t he opposite  i n th e Fl or i da East  Coast  24 

Zone,  wher e l andi ngs have been st ar t i ng t o t r end up,  and t hey 25 

ar e get t i ng c l oser  t o what  t hey wer e i n t hei r  2017 t o 2019 26 

aver age.  27 

 28 

Ki ng macker el  l andi ngs have been way l ower  t han what  they  have 29 

been i n t he past  coupl e of  years ,  and whi ch i s  on par  t o what  30 

weôve been hear i ng f r om st akehol der s,  t hat  the  f i sh have been 31 

mor e difficult  t o f i nd,  and Iôm not  qui t e sur e what  i s goi ng on 32 

t her e wi t h t hat  st ock ei t her ,  but  you can see,  f r om t hi s s l i de,  33 

t hat  l andi ngs,  i n t hi s f i shi ng year ,  whi ch we di d just  f i ni sh at  34 

t he end of  June,  and  so we pr et t y much have t hei r  whol e f i shi ng 35 

year  on her e,  i s  way l ower  t han what  t hey have been i n r ecent  36 

year s.  37 

 38 

Spani sh mackerel ,  on t he ot her  hand,  has sl owl y st ar t ed t o t i ck 39 

up wi t h t hei r  l andi ngs,  and  l andi ngs f or  t hi s year ,  so f ar ,  40 

whi ch st ar t ed on Apr i l  1,  ar e hi gher  t han what  they  have been 41 

t he past  coupl e of  year s,  but  st i l l  not  as hi gh as what  t hey 42 

wer e i n t he 2017- 2018 t o 2019- 2020 aver age.   I  t hi nk t hat ôs t he 43 

l ast  s l i de f or  t hi s one.  44 

 45 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Do we have any questions  or  46 

comment s on t he coast al  mi gr at or y pel agi c l andi ngs?  I  am not  47 

seei ng any.   Movi ng on t o I t em B,  I FQ l andi ngs,  pl ease.  48 
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 1 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   The same t hi ng her e.   We have t he websi t e at  t he 2 

bot t om,  and  t hese l andi ngs ar e act ual l y updat ed dai l y,  and so 3 

you can r eal l y see,  i n mor e r eal  t i me,  what  i s going  on wi t h t he 4 

I FQ l andi ngs.    5 

 6 

Red snapper ,  t hey ar e on par  t o wher e t heyôve been at  i n t he 7 

past  r ecent  year s,  and,  again ,  st i l l  even on par  t o what  they  8 

wer e f or  t hei r  2017 t o 2019 f i shi ng year  avera ge.   Red gr ouper  9 

has sl owed down compar ed t o what  we saw goi ng on l ast  year ,  and 10 

ar e back under  what  they  wer e f or  t hei r  2017 t o 2019 r at e of  11 

har vest ,  al t hough we st i l l  ant i c i pat e t hat  they  wi l l  be pr et t y 12 

cl ose t o t hei r  quot a by t he end of  t he year .  13 

 14 

Gag gr ouper  cont i nues t o be l andi ng f ast er  t han what  t hey have 15 

i n the  past  coupl e of  year s,  and i t  wi l l  be interesti ng t o see,  16 

as we f i ni sh out  t he year ,  what  the  commercial  sect or  ends up 17 

wi t h,  because  they  have not  been c l ose t o t hei r  quot a i n any of  18 

the  r ecent  year s,  and  so i t  wi l l  be interesting  t o see how cl ose 19 

t hey get  t o t hi s  year ,  and I  t hi nk t hat  i s  t he l ast  s l i de f or  20 

t hat  one.  21 

 22 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Thank  you.   Ar e t her e any 23 

quest i ons or  comment s f or  t hese?  Okay.   Then weôl l  move on t o 24 

t he ACL updat es,  Tab B,  Number  4( c) ( i )  and ( c) ( i i ) .  25 

 26 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   These ar e the  t abl es t hat  weôve been presenting  27 

ever y mont h.   I  wanted  t o br i ng t hese up her e,  because ,  even 28 

t hough we wer e not  abl e t o get  recreational  f i gur es put  tog ether  29 

f or  you,  t hi s i s j ust  a r emi nder  t hat  we do put  t he recreational  30 

l andi ngs i n t hese t abl es ever y meet i ng,  and  so,  i f  you want ed t o 31 

scr ol l  down,  we do have al l  of  t he r ecr eat i onal  i n her e,  32 

i ncl udi ng f or  st ocks as wel l ,  at  t he bot t om,  and  so,  i f  youôr e 33 

want i ng t o see wher e we ar e so f ar  wi t h the  recreational  34 

l andi ngs,  al t hough we donôt r eal l y  have ver y much of  an update  35 

f r om t he l ast  meeting ,  whi ch i s why we do not  have any 36 

pr esent at i ons,  and  I  donôt r eal l y have much mor e t o say about  37 

t hat ,  and  t he same t hi ng i n t he ot her  t ab f or  CMP speci es.   I t ôs 38 

the  same t hi ng,  and  we have t he recreational  l andi ngs available  39 

i n t hese t abl es,  and  t hese ar e available  at  ever y meet i ng,  even 40 

i f  we donôt have an act ual  f i gur e presentation  f or  t he r ec 41 

sect or ,  or  t he r ec par t  of  the  st ock,  and  so Iôl l  just  see i f  42 

t her eôs any quest i ons t her e.  43 

 44 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   We have one quest i on.   Ms.  Boggs.  45 

 46 

MS.  BOGGS:   Thank  you,  Kel l i ,  f or  your  pr esent at i ons.   Do we 47 

t hi nk t hat  we wi l l  have t he t ot al  number s f or  the  amber j ack 48 
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2021- 2022 season bef or e we r eopen i t  on Sept ember  1,  just  t o 1 

k i nd of  see?  I  suspect  what  weôr e l ooki ng at  i s  goi ng t o be 2 

pr et t y much i t ,  but  I  woul d be cur i ous t o see how we ended t he 3 

year  bef or e we go f or war d i n openi ng this  next  year ,  i f  you 4 

wi l l ,  and not  t hat  i t  wi l l  i mpact  what  we do,  but  Iôm just  5 

cur i ous how we ended up.  6 

 7 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   I  t hi nk we just  got  Wave 3 i n,  but  Iôm not  sur e,  8 

Andy,  i f  you want ed t o answer  t hat ,  i f  you know mor e about  t hat ,  9 

but  Iôm not  sur e what  t hose l andi ngs ar e.  10 

 11 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Susan,  youôr e aski ng i f  we have essentially  12 

f i nal  l andi ngs f or  t he pr i or  f i shi ng year  bef or e we open t he new 13 

f i shi ng year ?  That ôs - -  We do have Wave 3,  t hat  j ust  came i n,  14 

and we have t o pr ocess t hat  dat a and conver t  i t  back t o t he 15 

uni t s f or  CHTS,  i n or der  t o use i t  f or  amber j ack,  f r om what  I  16 

r ecal l ,  but  t hat  r eal l y wouldnôt i nf l uence,  or  af f ect ,  any 17 

deci s i on weôve made goi ng f or war d at  t hi s poi nt ,  i n t er ms of  the  18 

Sept ember  or  Oct ober  openi ng.  19 

 20 

I  t hi nk what  wi l l  be mor e cr i t i cal  i s  knowi ng what  was l anded i n 21 

Sept ember  or  Oct ober ,  i n some of  t he discussions  weôl l  have 22 

ar ound f ut ur e gr eat er  amber j ack management  and any changes t o 23 

management  measur es,  and t hat  would  be avai l abl e by ear l y next  24 

year .  25 

 26 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Mr .  Chai r .  27 

 28 

MR.  DI AZ:   I  t hi nk t hi s question  i s f or  Mr .  St r el check.   I  know 29 

we r eal l y donôt have a l ot  i n t hese t abl es t o t al k about  t he r ed 30 

snapper  f or - hi r e sect or ,  and I  have commended you before ,  and  I  31 

want  t o commend you again ,  and I  t hought  you al l  di d a l ot  32 

bet t er  j ob l ast  year  handl i ng the  r ed snapper  f or - hi r e sect or .  33 

 34 

We ar e set  t o c l ose on August  19,  and,  hi st or i cal l y,  at  t hat  35 

poi nt  i n t he season,  the  l ast  sever al  year s,  t hey have been 36 

r unni ng behi nd,  and they  had quot a l ef t  over ,  and have you al l  37 

had any di scussi ons about  how you mi ght  handl e t hat ,  or  do you 38 

have any i nsi ght  you coul d gi ve us about  how you mi ght  handl e 39 

t hat ,  i f  t hey st i l l  have some quot a l ef t ,  whenever  you can get  40 

t hat  next  wave of  dat a? 41 

 42 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Thanks f or  t he quest i on,  Dal e.   Recal l ,  i n 43 

year s past ,  we c l osed considerably  earlier  t han August  19,  and  44 

i t  was ar ound t he f i r st  of  August .   Last  year ,  I  di d r eopen t he 45 

f i sher y once we wer e abl e t o det er mi ne there was  suf f i c i ent  46 

quot a r emai ni ng t o r eopen,  and we certainly  coul d do t he same 47 

t hi s year ,  but ,  because  Jul y and August  wi l l  have been open 48 
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al most  t he ent i r e t wo- mont h per i od,  I  would  want  t o wai t  on t hat  1 

dat a t o come i n bef or e any deci s i on was made t o r eopen.  2 

 3 

We di d ext end t he season t hi s year ,  compar ed t o t he l ast  coupl e 4 

of  year s,  k i nd of  account i ng f or  t hat  s l ower  r at e of  har vest ,  5 

hopi ng t hat  wi l l  al l ow us t o come cl oser  t o t he cat ch t ar get  6 

t han what  weôve done i n t he past .  7 

 8 

MR.  DI AZ:   A f ol l ow- up wi t h t hat ,  and I  t hi nk I  know t he answer ,  9 

but  f or  f ol ks l i s t eni ng,  and so t he wave f or  Jul y and August ,  10 

r eal i st i cal l y,  you pr obabl y wonôt  have t hose number s unt i l  ear l y  11 

Oct ober ,  and i s t hat  cor r ect ? 12 

 13 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Mi d- Oct ober .  14 

 15 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Ms.  Boggs has a follow - up t o 16 

your  pr evi ous comment f r om bef or e.  17 

 18 

MS.  BOGGS:   Al l  r i ght ,  and  so,  t o amber j ack,  and I  under st and 19 

what  youôr e sayi ng,  Andy,  and  I  was j ust  curious  what  we wer e 20 

l ooki ng l i ke,  goi ng i nt o t hi s next  sea son ,  because  t he t r end,  21 

r i ght  now,  l ooks l i ke i t ôs goi ng t o be even l ower  t han i t  was 22 

l ast  year ,  based on what  Iôm looking  at ,  and,  of  cour se,  t hat  23 

coul d be wr ong,  but  Iôm just  cur i ous how t hat  was goi ng t o l ook,  24 

and I  understand  t hat  i t  doesnôt af f ect  what  t he emer gency 25 

act i on,  or  t he r ul i ng,  has been,  and ,  Dal e,  t o f ol l ow- up wi t h 26 

you - -  I  mean,  I  have been asked by the  f i sher men about  t hat ,  27 

but  I  t ol d t hem,  basically ,  t hat ,  you know,  i t ôs pr obabl y goi ng 28 

t o be so l at e i n the  season bef or e we f i nd out  t hat  - -  I f  you 29 

announced a f al l  season i n Oct ober  or  November ,  you can pr obabl y 30 

j ust  count  on i t  not  r eal l y bei ng f i shed.  31 

 32 

I  mean,  you mi ght ,  but  certainly  i t  would be  t hose t hat  ar e 33 

st i l l  f i shi ng t hat  t i me of  year ,  and  i t  woul d certainly  be 34 

benef i c i al  i n some of  our  ear l y wi nt er  guest s t hat  show up i n 35 

November  and December ,  and  t hey mi ght  be appr eci at i ve of  t hat  as 36 

wel l ,  and  so t hank you.  37 

 38 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Mr .  Gi l l ,  di d you have our  hand up 39 

before ,  or  no?  Okay.   J. D.   Di d you have a f ol l ow- up? 40 

 41 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Yes,  and  I  just  want ed t o comment,  and no one 42 

has asked about  r ed grouper ,  and  so we di d announce a c l osur e of  43 

August  30 f or  t hi s year ,  and,  l ast  year ,  I  bel i eve i t  was a mi d-44 

Sept ember  c l osur e,  but  we went  over  t he annual  cat ch l i mi t .    45 

 46 

Landi ngs wer e t r acki ng l ower  t hi s year  t han t hey wer e 47 

compar atively  l ast  year ,  and so we obviously  t ook t hat  i nt o 48 
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account  i n looking  at  t he pr oj ect i ons,  but  t hi s wi ll be ,  I  1 

t hi nk,  a s i mi l ar  s i t uat i on as what  we j ust  t al ked about  wi t h 2 

f or - hi r e r ed snapper ,  wher e,  once we get  t he l andi ngs i n f or  3 

bot h Waves 3 and 4,  weôl l  r eeval uat e whet her  or  not  t her e i s 4 

suf f i c i ent  quot a t o r eopen,  and  we coul d r eopen the  f i sher y 5 

af t er  t hat  poi nt ,  unt i l  t he end of  t he year ,  dependi ng on what ôs 6 

available .   7 

 8 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Any ot her  comment s or  questions ? 9 

 10 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   I  j ust  want ed t o speak t o Ms.  Boggsô comment 11 

about  gr eat er  amber j ack,  and  i t  k i nd of  seemed l i ke you wer e 12 

t hi nki ng maybe,  i f  there was  quot a l ef t  over ,  t hat  we woul d 13 

r eopen l at er  i n the  year ,  and  Iôm not  t ot al l y c l ear  wher e you 14 

wer e goi ng wi t h t hat ,  but  I  t hought  one t hi ng t o br i ng up t o 15 

keep i n mi nd i s t hat  we di d do t he emer gency r ul e,  and  i t ôs 16 

ef f ect i ve f or  t he 180 days,  and  so t hat  wi l l  act ual l y go i nt o 17 

Januar y,  but ,  i n addi t i on t o t hat ,  when t he SSC gave us t hei r  18 

y i el d st r eam reco mmendation ,  t he f i r st  year  f or  t hat ,  we ar e not  19 

even abl e t o l ower  the  cat ch l i mi t s i n t i me,  and so t hat  f i r st  20 

year  of  t hat  sever el y- decr eased har vest  woul d have been f or  t he 21 

2021- 2022 r ecr eat i onal  gr eat er  amberja ck f i shi ng year ,  and  so,  22 

even i f  l andi ngs wer e l ower ,  on the  recreational  s i de,  i t  may be 23 

a bet t er  t hi ng f or  t he st ock,  as f ar  as i t s r ecover y and meet i ng 24 

i t s r ebui l di ng t i mel i ne.   Thank you.  25 

 26 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Ms.  Boggs.  27 

 28 

MS.  BOGGS:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   I  know Iôve asked t hi s 29 

question  i n t he past ,  and  the  Januar y,  Febr uar y,  Mar ch - -  The 30 

Januar y t hr ough May l andi ngs f or  r ed snapper  f or - hi r e,  wher e ar e 31 

t hose number s comi ng f r om?  I s t hat  Texas st at e wat er s or  - -   32 

Pl ease r emi nd me.  33 

 34 

MS.  OôDONNELL:   I ôm pr et t y sur e i t  i s  Texas l andi ngs and some 35 

headboat  l andi ngs t hat  t hey have over  t her e f or  r ed snapper ,  and  36 

so i t ôs not  ver y much,  but  i t  i s  a l i t t l e bi t .  37 

 38 

MS.  BOGGS:   Okay.   I ôve got  t o do t hi s,  and  Iôm sor r y,  Dal e,  39 

but ,  i f  t he Texas st at e wat er s ar e open,  and f eder al  wat er s ar e 40 

closed ,  how ar e t hose boat s f i shi ng i n st at e wat er s,  because  41 

t heyôr e hel d t o t he most  r est r i ct i ve of  t he r ul es,  and  so why 42 

ar e we havi ng al l  t hese l andi ngs i n t hose f i r st  f i ve mont hs of  43 

t he year ?  That  doesnôt make sense t o me,  and Iôm obvi ousl y 44 

mi ssi ng somet hi ng.  45 

 46 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Andy.  47 

 48 
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MR.  STRELCHECK:   Let  us get  back t o you on t hi s.   I  know t hi s 1 

has come up before ,  and  I  want  t o t al k t o Ken Br ennan,  who i s  2 

our  headboat  program  coor di nat or .   I  t hi nk i t ôs an i ssue i n 3 

term s of  whet her  t hose vessel s ar e f eder al l y- per mi t t ed or  not ,  4 

but  I  want  t o conf i r m t hat .  5 

 6 

MS.  BOGGS:   So,  i f  t heyôr e not  f eder al l y- per mi t t ed,  woul d t hey 7 

f al l  under  t hi s and not  l i ke the  st at e gui deboat s,  l i ke ot her  8 

st at es,  because  t hey f al l  under  - -  Thi s i s an of f l i ne 9 

conver sat i on,  I  guess,  but  I  do need some bet t er  under st andi ng.   10 

Thank  you.  11 

 12 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   J. D. ,  do you have a question ? 13 

 14 

MR.  J. D.  DUGAS:   Yes.   Thanks,  Chr i s.   I  may have mi ssed i t ,  but  15 

Iôm cur i ous,  and  why does al l  t hese l andi ngs excl ude Monr oe 16 

Count y,  Fl or i da? 17 

 18 

MR.  RI NDONE:   I  got  t hat  one.  19 

 20 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.  21 

 22 

MR.  RI NDONE:   I n most  cases,  Monr oe Count y i s i ncl uded as par t  23 

of  t he Sout h At l ant i c,  and  t hi s goes back t o t he 1970s,  I  t hi nk,  24 

when t hi s was al l  mapped out  and negot i at ed bet ween t he 25 

council s.   Si nce t hen,  t her eôs been some changes,  based on st ock 26 

st r uct ur e and  bi ol ogy,  t hat  have some Gul f  st ocks as bei ng 27 

managed throughout  t he Keys,  by t he Gul f  Council ,  l i ke k i ng 28 

mackerel ,  and  t her eôs onl y a smal l  por t i on of  k i ng macker el  t hat  29 

occur  dur i ng the  wi nt er  mi xi ng zone ar ea t hat  ar e consi der ed t o 30 

be Sout h At l ant i c  mi gr at or y group  ki ng mackere l ,  but ,  t he r est  31 

of  t he t i me,  we t hi nk t heyôr e Gul f  f i sh,  and  so we manage al l  32 

the  way t hr ough t her e,  but  i t  r eal l y just  - -  I t  depends on the  33 

speci es,  but ,  f or  t he most  par t ,  Monr oe Count y i s  considered  34 

par t  of  t he Sout h At l ant i c Counci l .  35 

 36 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Ryan.   I  saw Mi ke 37 

Lar ki n had hi s hand up,  but  now i t ôs gone.   Okay.   Anyone el se 38 

have any comment s? 39 

 40 

DR.  MI KE LARKI N:   I ôm sor r y,  but  I  di d have somet hi ng.   Can you 41 

hear  me? 42 

 43 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Yes.  44 

 45 

DR.  LARKI N:   Sor r y,  and  I  know Iôm ki nd of  l at e t o t he par t y  46 

her e,  but  i t  l ooks l i ke t he question  i s about  t he f or - hi r e r ed 47 

snapper  l andi ngs,  l i ke f or  exampl e i n Januar y and  Febr uar y,  and  48 
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t hose ar e headboat  l andi ngs.   Those ar e headboat s f r om the  1 

Sout heast  Regi onal  Headboat  Pr ogr am,  and  so i t ôs j ust  - -  I  mean,  2 

i t ' s  t he way i t  was set  up wi t h the  Gul f  Counci l ,  and ,  you know,  3 

t hose ar e - -  Those headboat  l andi ngs t hat  occur  i n Texas,  and  4 

out si de t he f eder al  season,  t hey ar e applied .   Theyôr e st i l l  5 

f eder al  f or - hi r e vessel s,  and  so i t ôs applied  t o the  f or - hi r e 6 

ACL.  7 

 8 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Any f ur t her  comment s t o t hat ?  9 

Okay.   Movi ng on,  I t em I V( e)  i s  t he St at us of  t he Revi sed 10 

Recreational  Red Snapper  Cal i br at i on Rat i os f r om Dr .  Cody,  and  11 

we wi l l  move t hat  t o t omor r ow.   Now weôr e goi ng t o move on t o 12 

Agenda I t em VI ,  whi ch i s the  St at e- Repor t ed Landi ngs f or  Pr i vat e 13 

Recr eat i onal  Red Snapper  Ef f or t .   Dr .  Sweet man,  i f  youôr e not  14 

r eady t o go,  I  can go f i r st ,  i f  you need some pr ep t i me.   15 

Ot her wi se,  l et  us know i f  youôr e r eady t o do t hat  or  you need a 16 

coupl e of  mi nut es t o get  r eady.  17 

 18 

DR.  C. J.  SWEETMAN:   I  am r eady,  Mr .  Vi ce Chai r .  19 

 20 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Al l  r i ght .   Go knock i t  over  t he f ence.  21 

 22 

REVI EW OF STATE- SPECI FI C PRI VATE ANGLI NG RED SNAPPER LANDI NGS 23 

AND REEF FI SH DI RECTED EFFORT -  STATE REPRESENTATI VES 24 

 25 

DR.  C. J.  SWEETMAN:   Okay.   For  t hose t hat  donôt  know me,  my name 26 

i s C. J.  Sweet man.   I  am the  Feder al  Fi sher i es Sect i on Leader  f or  27 

FWCôs Di v i s i on of  Mar i ne Fi sher i es Management .   I  r eal l y wi sh 28 

t hat  I  coul d be t her e wi t h you al l  t her e t hi s week.   However ,  29 

you pr obabl y wouldnôt want  t o be near  me,  and I  apol ogi ze i n 30 

advance i f  I  st ar t  coughi ng dur i ng t hi s pr esent at i on.   31 

 32 

Just  k i nd of  a l i t t l e bi t  of  an over vi ew of  t he backgr ound f or  33 

Fl or i daôs St at e Reef  Fi sh Sur vey.   Fl or i da r epl aced t he Gul f  34 

Reef  Fi sh Sur vey wi t h the  St at e Reef  Fi sh Sur vey,  and  so GRFS t o 35 

SRFS,  i n Jul y of  2020.   This  i s a r equi r ed,  at  no cost ,  f or  al l  36 

f i sher s i n t he Gul f  and Sout h At l ant i c t hat  ar e t ar get i ng 37 

t hi r t een speci es of  r eef  f i sh f r om a pr i vat e vessel .  38 

 39 

Thi s i ncl udes r ed snapper ,  al ong wi t h a variety  of  ot her  40 

speci es,  l i ke mut t on,  yel l owt ai l ,  hogf i sh,  et  cet er a.   Ther e ar e 41 

t wo sur vey component s t hat  we have.   Fi r st  i s  a mont hl y mai l - i n 42 

sur vey t hat  i s i ndependent  of  MRI P and docksi de i nt er vi ews,  43 

which  ar e subsequent l y suppl ement ed wi t h MRI P angl er  i nt er vi ews,  44 

and  t hi s k i nd of  l eads i nt o t hi s l ast  l i t t l e bul l et  her e and  45 

poi nt i ng out  t hat  SRFS i s not  r eal l y desi gned f or  r eal - t i me 46 

r epor t i ng,  or  at  l east  l i ke weekl y or  dai l y r epor t i ng,  as some 47 

of  t he ot her  Gul f  st at e sur veys ar e,  and,  r at her ,  we get  mont hl y  48 
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est i mat es.  1 

 2 

To t hi s poi nt ,  t hi s i s t he typical  t i mi ng,  and I  t hi nk we j ust  3 

k i nd of  t ouched on i t  a l i t t l e bi t  wi t h gr eat er  amber j ack,  f or  4 

when weôr e abl e t o pr ovi de preliminary  est i mat es f r om the  St at e 5 

Reef  Fi sh Sur vey.   We recently  got  MRI P dat a t o pai r  wi t h our  6 

SRFS docksi de i nt er vi ews,  and  we wer e abl e t o put  ever yt hi ng 7 

t oget her  f or  preliminary  l andi ngs f or  t he pr i vat e r ecr eat i onal  8 

sect or ,  and  just  a t hanks t o John Fost er  f or  t he qui ck dat a pul l  9 

and t he f i sher i es- dependent  moni t or i ng st af f  f or  anal yzi ng 10 

everything  i n a qui ck timeframe .  11 

 12 

Then,  as you can see,  i n Jul y,  t hat  i s  when we t ypi cal l y - -  We 13 

have t o wai t  f or  t he Jul y l andi ngs unt i l  mi d- Oct ober ,  f or  Wave 4 14 

f r om MRI P,  and  so,  t oday,  weôl l  r eal l y onl y be t al k i ng about  t he 15 

Jul y l andi ngs t hat  we have pr el i mi nar y est i mat es f or .  16 

 17 

The current  Gul f  r ed snapper  season i n 2022 was based on a quot a 18 

of  r oughl y 1. 6 mi l l i on pounds,  which  i ncor por at es t hat  13 19 

per cent  r educt i on t o account  f or  t he over age that  occur r ed i n 20 

2021.   The 2022 Gul f  r ed snapper  pr i vat e r ecr eat i onal  season 21 

began on June 17 and ended on Jul y 31,  and  t hat  was t he summer  22 

season component .   We pl an t o have an addi t i onal  t wel ve days i n 23 

the  f al l ,  and  t hat  consi st s of  t hr ee Oct ober  t wo- day weekend 24 

dat es,  on Sat ur day and Sunday,  whi ch woul d be Oct ober  8,  9,  15,  25 

16,  22,  and 23.   Then,  finally ,  weôl l  have some t hr ee- day 26 

f i shi ng weekends on Vet er ans Day and Thanksgi v i ng Day weekend.  27 

 28 

Now t he season appl i es t o r ecr eat i onal  angl er s t hat  ar e f i shi ng 29 

f r om a pr i vat e ve ssel  i n Fl or i da Gul f  st at e waters and  f eder al  30 

wat er s,  f or - hi r e oper at i ons t hat  do not  have a federal  r eef  f i sh 31 

per mi t  and t hey al so par t i c i pat e i n the  season,  but  they  ar e 32 

l i mi t ed t o f i shi ng f or  r ed snapper  i n Fl or i da Gul f  s t at e wat er s 33 

onl y.  34 

 35 

Her e' s what  we have so f ar  i n Fl or i da,  and j ust  a r emi nder  t hat  36 

t hese ar e preliminary  l andi ngs,  and our  season st ar t ed a l i t t l e 37 

bi t  l at er  t han usual .   We st ar t ed i n mi d- June t hi s year ,  and  we 38 

t ypi cal l y receive  about  95 per cent  of  our  r esponses f r om our  39 

mai l - out  sur veys,  wi t hi n t he f i r st  s i xt y days f r om the  mai l - out .   40 

Weôve st i l l  got  a f ew t r i ckl i ng i n,  but  t her e i s a cut of f  poi nt  41 

t hat  we no l onger  i ncl ude some of  t hese sur vey r esponses,  whi ch 42 

I  bel i eve i s about  ei ght y- f our  days f r om t he dat e t hat  sur vey i s  43 

sent  out .  44 

 45 

Whi l e we donôt have MRI P Wave 3 cat ch est i mat es f or  st at e-46 

per mi t t ed char t er  l andi ngs,  what  weôr e showi ng her e ar e the  47 

pr i vat e recreational  l andi ngs,  and weôl l  pr esent  t hi s i n a mor e 48 
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comprehensive  manner ,  f or  t he Jul y l andi ngs,  at  t he next  council  1 

meet i ng.  2 

 3 

Fl or i da angl er s  f i shed f or  f our t een days i n June,  cat chi ng 4 

approximately  550, 000 pounds of  r ed snapper ,  or  about  33 per cent  5 

of  the  quot a.   I t  i s  a little  bi t  chal l engi ng t o di r ect l y 6 

compar e June l andi ngs i n each year ,  because  t he length  of  t he 7 

f i shi ng days ar e a l i t t l e bi t  di f f er ent  her e.  8 

 9 

The dat a r equest  was f or  length  frequency  composi t i ons f or  June 10 

and Jul y,  compar ed t o t hi s year  and  pr evi ous year s,  and,  her e,  11 

weôr e l ooki ng at  pr i vat e boat  by mont h and year ,  usi ng wei ght ed 12 

SRFS est i mat es and MRI P dat a combi ned.   As previously  di scussed,  13 

we donôt have t he Jul y dat a yet ,  and  we hope t o pr esent  t hat  at  14 

our  next  council  meet i ng.  15 

 16 

Pr evi ousl y,  i n 2018 and 2019,  you can see t hat  t her e ar e 17 

r el at i vel y hi gh cat ch r at es t hat  wer e spr ead bet ween t he 18 

f our t een t o t went y- i nch si ze r ange.   However ,  s i nce 2018,  i t  19 

does appear  t hat  we seem t o be get t i ng a l i t t l e bi t  mor e l ar ger  20 

f i sh,  gr eat er  t han t he t went y- ei ght  i nches i n s i ze,  and  you can 21 

see a bi t  mor e spr ead i n t he dat a,  i ndi cat i ve of  i ncr eased 22 

cat ches of  some of  t hese l ar ger  f i sh.   Over al l ,  when we compar e 23 

ki nd of  June t o Jul y,  our  dat a shows t hat  l ar ger  f i sh ar e 24 

gener al l y caught  mor e f r equent l y i n June and Jul y.  25 

 26 

Anot her  dat a r equest  was t o pr ovi de an over vi ew of  the  different  27 

t ype of  f i shi ng l i censes t hat  we have i n Fl or i da and  t he other  28 

st at es,  as wel l  as t he r eef  f i sh desi gnat i on,  and  so,  her e,  29 

weôr e pr ovi di ng Fl or i daôs r esi dent  and non- r esi dent  sal t wat er  30 

f i shi ng l i censes and the  var i ous opt i ons t hat  ar e of f er ed i n 31 

Fl or i da.   Weôve pr ovi ded t he number  of  SRFS endorsem ent s t hat  32 

ar e associated  wi t h each l i cense t ype,  and we l ast  updat ed t hese 33 

number s at  t he end of  Jul y,  and  so t hat ôs the  per i od t hat  weôr e 34 

r epor t i ng f or  t hi s information  t oday.    35 

 36 

Because  FWC al so manages f r eshwat er  f i shi ng and hunt i ng,  we do 37 

of f er  combi nat i on l i censes,  as a par t  of  a bundl e,  i f  you wi l l ,  38 

and  so t hat  i s  what  i s meant  her e by t he combi nat i on desi gnat i on 39 

and  t he di f f er ent  t ypes of  l i censes.   Of  t hese cat egor i es,  our  40 

annual  sal t wat er  l i cense i s our  most  popul ar  t hat  weôr e l i s t i ng 41 

her e,  and mor e t han hal f  of  t hose who have si gned up,  bot h i n-42 

st at e and out - of - st at e,  al so have a St at e Reef  Fi sh Sur vey 43 

desi gnat i on,  i n or der  t o hel p us t r ack cat ch and ef f or t  over  44 

t i me.  45 

 46 

Then,  f i nal l y,  movi ng on t o compl i ance,  FWC cont i nuousl y  47 

pr ovi des out r each t o our  st akehol der s on the  St at e Reef  Fi sh 48 
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Sur vey and  why i t ôs r equi r ed t o par t i c i pat e i f  youôr e f i shi ng 1 

f or  r eef  f i sh f r om a pr i vat e vessel .   2 

 3 

Si nce 2015,  when i t  was pr evi ousl y t he Gul f  Reef  Fi sh Sur vey,  4 

FWC l aw enf or cement  has i ssued about  t went y- t hr ee ci t at i ons,  and  5 

116 war ni ngs,  as i t  r el at es t o t hose who do not  have a St at e 6 

Reef  Fi sh endor sement ,  but  shoul d have,  based on t hei r  f i shi ng 7 

act i v i t y.    8 

 9 

Ther e ar e certainly  chal l enges t hat  ar e associ at ed wi t h 10 

compl i ance,  and  t hese i ncl ude people  not  r eal l y knowi ng t hat  11 

they  need t o r enew t hei r  SRFS endor sement  annual l y,  as wel l  as 12 

t her e may be a di f f er ent  expi r at i on dat a f or  a SRFS endor sement ,  13 

r el at i ve t o t he expi r at i on dat e f or  a f i shi ng l i cense,  and,  14 

mai nl y,  t hi s i s a chal l enge wi t h t hose t hat  have a gr eat er  t han 15 

one year  f i shi ng l i cense,  such as the  f i ve- year s or  l i f et i me 16 

angl er s,  as wel l  as aut omat i c s i gn- ups f or  SRFS when i t ' s  not  17 

necessar y,  and  an exampl e of  t hi s i s an aut omat i c s i gn- up at  a 18 

r et ai l  pl ace,  when t heyôr e not  act ual l y f i shi ng f or  r eef  f i sh 19 

f r om a pr i vat e vessel ,  and  so weôr e wor ki ng on out r each on t hat  20 

and r ect i f y i ng some of  t hose i ssues.  21 

 22 

Then,  f i nal l y,  t her e ar e some chal l enges associ at ed wi t h peopl e 23 

si gni ng up f or  a St at e Reef  Fi sh Sur vey annual l y,  even t hough 24 

t heyôr e exempt ed f r om a f i shi ng l i cense,  such as seni or s,  who 25 

ar e not  r equi r ed t o have a f i shi ng l i cense over  t he age of  26 

s i xt y- f i ve,  and  I  bel i eve t hat ôs my l ast  s l i de,  and Iôm happy t o 27 

t ake any questions ,  i f  t her e ar e any.  28 

 29 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Dr .  Sweet man.   Good 30 

pr esent at i on.   We have a question  f r om Mr .  Gi l l  f i r st .  31 

 32 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  C. J. ,  f or  t hat  presentation ,  and  Iôm 33 

l ooki ng at  t he June l andi ngs sl i de,  whi ch i s about  t hr ee sl i des 34 

ago f r om t he l ast  one,  and my question  i s t hat  t her e seems t o be 35 

a consi st ency i n the  uncertainty  f or  ever y year  but  2021,  whi ch 36 

i s a whol e l ot  bi gger .   Now,  gr ant ed,  t her eôs a l i t t l e l onger  37 

season,  but  can you el uci dat e a l i t t l e bi t  of  why t he 38 

uncertai nty  i n t hat  one bends so much hi gher  t han al l  t he ot her  39 

year s? 40 

 41 

DR.  SWEETMAN:   Sur e.   So,  obvi ousl y,  yes,  t hat  was par t  of  a 42 

f unct i on of  - -  I t ôs par t  of  a f unct i on of  the  length  of  t he 43 

f i shi ng season,  obvi ousl y,  and  t her eôs a l i t t l e bi t  mor e 44 

uncertainty  t her e,  but ,  at  t he same poi nt ,  I  do know t hat ,  you 45 

know,  we wer e wor ki ng si de- by- si de wi t h MRI P and wi t h r egar d t o 46 

some di scr epanci es i n the  wei ght  of  t he f i shes,  as i t  r el at es t o 47 

the  l andi ngs,  and  so t her eôs j ust  some gener al  uncer t ai nt y t hat  48 
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was associated  wi t h t hat .   Speci f i cal l y,  why 2021 was t hat  much 1 

hi gher  t han ot her s,  I  woul d have t o check wi t h our  f i sher i es-2 

dependent  moni t or i ng st af f ,  and  I  can get  back t o you,  Bob.  3 

 4 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Andy.  5 

 6 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   C. J. ,  t hanks f or  t he pr esent at i on.   Sor r y you 7 

couldnôt be with  us t hi s week.   A question  f or  you,  and  so you 8 

ar e at  33 per cent  of  th e quot a,  and you wer e open t he whol e 9 

mont h of  Jul y,  and t hose l andi ngs wonôt  come i n unt i l  mi d-10 

Oct ober ,  when youôr e openi ng weekend  days i n Oct ober .   What ôs 11 

the  pr ocess f or  deci di ng on whet her  or  not  you can,  you know,  12 

cont i nue t o have openi ngs i n November ,  or  ar e you pl anni ng on 13 

just  r unni ng t he season t he whol e year ,  based on what  youôve 14 

al r eady pr oposed? 15 

 16 

DR.  SWEETMAN:   Thanks f or  t he question ,  Andy,  and so weôl l  17 

cer t ai nl y l ook at  what  t he landing s ar e l i ke at  t he end - -  When 18 

we get  t he MRI P Wave 4 i n Jul y,  or  i n August ,  or  Oct ober ,  excuse 19 

me,  but ,  yes,  cur r ent l y,  the  pl an i s t o move f or war d wi t h a 20 

l at e- f al l  season,  as was pr evi ousl y announced.  21 

 22 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Any mor e quest i ons f or  Dr .  23 

Sweet man or  Fl or i da?  I f  not ,  we wi l l  be movi ng on t o Kevi n and 24 

Al abama,  pl ease.  25 

 26 

ALABAMA 27 

 28 

MR.  KEVI N ANSON:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   Just  t o r ecap,  of  29 

cour se,  t he pr i vat e recreational  season encompasses bot h pr i vat e 30 

vessel  angl er s and angl er s on st at e- l i censed char t er  vessel s.   31 

We have mandat or y r epor t i ng,  t hr ough Snapper  Check,  of  r ed 32 

snapper  l anded i n Al abama,  by j ust  a s i ngl e r epr esent at i ve f r om 33 

t he vessel  t hat ôs l andi ng f i sh.  34 

 35 

We had f our - day weekends season t hi s year ,  i n 2022,  l i ke l ast  36 

year ,  and i t  was Fr i day t hr ough Monday,  and t hat  st ar t ed on May 37 

27.   We wi l l  r un our  season unt i l  t he quot a i s det er mi ned t o be 38 

used,  or  i s used,  and  we cur r ent l y have a t wo- f i sh- per - angl er -39 

per - day bag l i mi t ,  wi t h a s i xt een- i nch t ot al  length  mi ni mum 40 

si ze,  j ust  l i ke we have had si nce t he begi nni ng of  st at e 41 

management .   42 

 43 

MR.  RI NDONE:   Mr .  Anson,  can you pause f or  j ust  a moment ?  44 

Whoever  i s i n t he back of  t he r oom t hat  has t hei r  vol ume t ur ned 45 

up on t hei r  l apt op,  i f  you coul d pl ease t ur n t hat  down,  and 46 

weôr e getting  an echo,  and,  i f  you have any conver sat i ons t hat  47 

ar e goi ng on i n t he back of  t he r oom,  i f  you coul d t ake t hose 48 
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out si de,  we woul d appr eci at e t hat  as wel l .   Mr .  Zal es.   Mr .  1 

Anson,  you can continue .   Thank  you.  2 

 3 

MR.  ANSON:   Thank  you.   We al so i mpl ement ed a r eef  f i sh 4 

endor sement  f or  each angl er  t hat  i s  possession  of  r eef  f i sh,  and  5 

I  wi l l  di scuss t hat  at  t he end of  the  pr esent at i on i n mor e 6 

det ai l .   We al so included  mandat or y r epor t i ng f or  recreational  7 

angl er s f or  gr ay t r i gger f i sh and gr eat er  amber j ack,  st ar t i ng i n 8 

2021,  and  I  wonôt  be di scussi ng any of  t hat  i nf or mat i on,  but  9 

j ust  t o l et  peopl e know.  10 

 11 

Thi s i s a gr aphi c t hat  we updat e weekl y.   Usual l y,  by Fr i day,  12 

weôl l  post  est i mat ed l andi ngs,  or  har vest ,  t hr ough t hat  Monday 13 

of  t hat  week,  t he Monday of  t hat  week,  and so t hi s was the  l ast  14 

weekôs gr aphi c t hat  was upl oaded,  and  t he websi t e i s down at  t he 15 

bot t om of  the  s l i de,  but  you can see the  r ed l i ne t her e wi t h t he 16 

har vest ,  as of  August  15,  and i t ôs 364, 758 pounds i s est i mat ed.   17 

That  i s shown wi t h t he har vest  t hr oughout  t he season,  or  18 

cumul at i ve har vest ,  t hr ough each of  the  2020 and 2021 seasons,  19 

and you can see t hat  we ar e j ust  bel ow hal f ,  or  r i ght  at  hal f ,  20 

of  wher e we wer e f or  l ast  year ,  and pr obabl y ar ound 35 t o 40 21 

per cent  of  wher e we wer e at  the  same t i me per i od i n t he season 22 

as we wer e f or  2020.  23 

 24 

You wi l l  not i ce,  t her e i n 2020 and 2021,  most  of  t he har vest  25 

occur s wi t hi n the  f i r st  t wo t o t hr ee weekends of  t he season .   I f  26 

t he weat her  cooper at es,  t her e i s l ot s of  f ol ks t hat  have hi gh 27 

i nt er est  i n t r y i ng t o cat ch r ed snapper  at  t he begi nni ng of  the  28 

season.   Certainly ,  i n 2020,  you can see t he l ar ge increase ,  or  29 

t r end l i ne t her e,  and i t ôs ver y st eep dur i ng the  i ni t i al  par t  of  30 

t he season,  and t hat ôs pr i mar i l y  due t o the  ext r a ef f or t ,  due t o 31 

COVI D,  mor e t han l i kel y,  and  so we had t o pause  t her e,  32 

t empor ar i l y ,  af t er  t hi r t y- ei ght  days or  so i n the  season,  f or t y  33 

days i n the  season,  and  r eopen l at er  on i n the  year .  34 

 35 

For  each of  t hose t wo year s,  j ust  so we have t he s l i de up,  t o 36 

t al k about  Al abamaôs f i sher y,  and,  agai n,  I  ment i oned t hat ,  37 

usually  ar ound t he f i r st  t hr ee weeks i s when we have t he 38 

maj or i t y of  t he f i shi ng f or  r ed snapper  wi l l  occur ,  and t hen i t  39 

wi l l  t aper  of f ,  and  I  donôt have i t  on t hi s cur r ent  s l i de,  but  40 

2019 and 2018 show a decl i ne af t er  about  day t hi r t y or  f or t y,  a 41 

much l ower  t r end l i ne,  and  i t ôs not  as st eep,  and  t hen,  once you 42 

get  i nt o ar ound day- ei ght y,  whi ch i s t he mi ddl e of  August  or  so,  43 

i t  r eal l y t aper s of f ,  and  we have much l ess ef f or t  and har vest  44 

f or  r ed snapper  i n Al abama.  45 

 46 

Her e i s some of  t he i nf or mat i on,  as f ar  as est i mat es of  t r i ps,  47 

vessel  t r i ps,  angl er  t r i ps,  and t hen t he est i mat es f or  har vest ed 48 
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f i sh,  and t hat  i ncl udes l anded f i sh and dead di scar ds,  and t hen 1 

a har vest ed f i sh per  angl er  t r i p,  mean weight  of  t hose f i sh,  and 2 

t he number  of  f i sh wei ghed,  and  t hat  was gi ven i n def er ence t o 3 

Leann,  and  she al ways l i ked t o see what  was compr i sed of  the  4 

wei ght  est i mat es,  and  so t hose ar e t he act ual  number  of  f i sh 5 

t hat  wer e wei ghed t hat  wer e used t o det er mi ne the  mean wei ght .  6 

 7 

You can see,  i n each of  t he year s,  st ar t i ng i n 2018,  t he vessel  8 

t r i ps,  and i t  i ncr eases i n 2019,  and,  agai n,  i t  has a hi gh year  9 

t her e i n 2020,  t he COVI D year ,  and t hen i t  f al l s  of f  i n 2021,  10 

and,  i n 2022,  i t ôs t he l owest  amount  of  vessel  t r i ps t hat  we 11 

have est i mat ed t o have t aken pl ace,  and t hi s i s  t hr ough August  8 12 

f or  each of  t hese year s.   Then you can see t he cor r espondi ng 13 

angl er  t r i ps t hat  t hose vessel  t r i ps der i ved,  or  der i ved f r om,  14 

and  t hen the  cor r espondi ng har vest ed f i sh at  t hat  poi nt  i n t i me 15 

i n th e season,  you can see as wel l ,  and,  agai n,  compar ed t o l ast  16 

year ,  weôr e under  50 per cent ,  at  45, 000 f i sh.  17 

 18 

We do have - -  We do see a decr ease i n t he number  of  f i sh per  19 

angl er  t r i p,  peaki ng t her e i n 2020,  and t hen i t  f el l  i n 2021,  20 

and i t ôs at  i t s  l owest  r i ght  now,  at  1. 28,  whi ch cor r esponds t o 21 

what  we hear  wi t h f ol ks t al k i ng about  l ocal i zed depl et i on,  i f  22 

you wi l l ,  or  at  l east  t hei r  inability  t o cat ch f i sh as t hey had 23 

i n t he past .  24 

 25 

Then t hat ôs t he mean wei ght ,  and  t hat ôs cal cul at ed as a wei ght ed 26 

aver age,  based on the  sampl es t hat  ar e col l ect ed,  and you can  27 

see t hat  i t  peaked i n 2018,  the  f i r st  year  of  st at e management ,  28 

and i t  decl i ned t hr ough 2020,  and i t  increased  i n 2021,  and  t hen 29 

now i s j ust  bel ow seven pounds f or  t he aver age- si ze f i sh.  30 

 31 

The t abl e at  t he bot t om t her e j ust  shows t he per cent age change,  32 

f or  compar i ng t hose est i mat es f or  2021 and 2022,  and you can see 33 

t hat  i t ôs been a significant  decr ease i n t he number  of  vessel  34 

t r i ps and angl er  t r i ps,  whi ch cor r esponds t o t he r educed har vest  35 

est i mat e,  and,  f r om what  we gat her ,  f r om t al k i ng t o f ol ks 36 

l ocal l y,  t he bi ggest  - -  We had t wo i ssues t hi s year .   We had a 37 

poor  st ar t  t o our  season,  and t he weat her ,  t he wi nd,  was not  38 

ver y good f or  t hat  openi ng weekend,  and i t  kept  peopl e of f  t he 39 

wat er ,  and t hen f uel  pr i ces ar e i mpact i ng a l ot  of  peopl eôs 40 

deci s i on t o f i sh.  41 

 42 

Thi s i s the  same i nf or mat i on,  but  f or  st at e char t er  vessel s,  and  43 

i t  shows a somewhat  s i mi l ar  t r end,  al t hough 2020 does not  show 44 

up l i ke i t  does f or  t he pr i vat e r ecr eat i onal  s i de,  as f ar  as an 45 

i ncr ease,  or  showi ng t he hi ghest  est i mat es,  and you can see a 46 

si mi l ar  t r end i n the  aver age si ze f i sh t hat  i s  bei ng cal cul at ed,  47 

and weôr e at  i t s  l owest  mean wei ght  her e i n the  2022 season.  48 
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 1 

Thi s i s t he number  of  l andi ng r epor t s t hat  wer e submi t t ed i n 2 

2021 and 2022 by f i shi ng mode,  and t hese ar e,  agai n,  j ust  t he 3 

t r i ps t hat  ar e bei ng submi t t ed f r om t he angl er  t o us,  t hr ough 4 

Snapper  Check,  and  you can see i t ôs l ess i n 2022,  ver sus 2021.    5 

 6 

Our  r epor t i ng r at e,  or  est i mat ed r epor t i ng r at e,  i s  s i mi l ar  t o 7 

what  i t  has been i n pr i or  year s,  and i t ôs up j ust  s l i ght l y.   8 

I t ôs i n t he upper  40s r i ght  now f or  pr i vat e vessel s.   You can 9 

see t hat  t he mean r epor t ed t r i ps per  vessel  i s  about  t he same 10 

f or  each of  the  t wo gear s and each of  the  t wo r espect i ve modes,  11 

and  t hat  8. 27 t r i ps t hat  wer e r epor t ed f or  each char t er  vessel ,  12 

and t hen 7. 35 i n 2022,  and t hen t he aver age r epor t ed t r i ps f or  13 

pr i vat e vessel  i n 2021 i s 2. 62 and,  i n 2022,  2. 48,  and so t hat ôs 14 

ver y s i mi l ar .  15 

 16 

Agai n,  r el at i ng t hat  back t o t he r educed number  of  t r i ps t hat  17 

ar e bei ng est i mat ed,  and  what  we t hi nk i s goi ng on i s t hat ,  18 

because of  t he f uel  pr i ces,  a l ot  of  t hose f ol ks t hat  ar e not  19 

ver y avi d angl er s,  or  t hose t hat  ar e r eal l y i t chi ng t o go 20 

f i shi ng f or  r ed snapper ,  have pr obabl y deci ded not  t o go f i shi ng 21 

f or  r ed snapper  and spent  t hei r  money elsewhere ,  mor e t han 22 

l i kel y,  and t hey j ust  didnôt show up,  and we didnôt  have t o 23 

adj ust  f or  t hat .  24 

 25 

I n 2021,  we i ncl uded a question  on our  docksi de val i dat i on f or m,  26 

aski ng wher e t he angl er s spent  t he maj or i t y of  t hei r  t i me 27 

cat chi ng the  r ed snapper  t hat  they  have on t hei r  t r i p,  and ,  28 

agai n,  t hese ar e f or  t r i ps wi t h r ed snapper ,  t hat  had r ed 29 

snapper  on t he vessel ,  and you can see t hat ,  f or  t he most  par t ,  30 

wher e t heyôr e cat chi ng t hem,  or  say t heyôr e s t at i ng t hey ar e 31 

cat chi ng t he r ed snapper ,  i s  f ai r l y  consi st ent  bet ween t he t hr ee 32 

cat egor i es of  di st ance f r om shor e,  st at e mi l es,  t he r eef  f i sh 33 

st at e mi l es of  t hr ee t o ni ne,  and t hen gr eat er  t han ni ne mi l es,  34 

i n f eder al  wat er s.  35 

 36 

Thi s i s a gr aph wi t h t he number s of  l i censes t hat  we have sol d,  37 

sal t wat er  f i shi ng l i censes,  r ecr eat i onal ,  and t her e ar e sever al  38 

di f f er ent  cat egor i es of  l i censes t hat  ar e r epr esent ed her e.   You 39 

can see the  t ot al  i s  t hat  t op l i ne,  and t hat ôs cumul at i ve f or  40 

al l  the  l i censes t hat  ar e pr ovi ded,  and  so we have an annual  41 

l i cense,  and t hat ôs i ssued t o r esi dent s and  non- r esi dent s,  and  42 

t hen t r i p l i cense,  agai n r esi dent  and non- r esi dent  desi gnat i on,  43 

and t hen t he angl er  r egi st r y i s t hose - -  Theyôr e r egi st er ed 44 

angl er s t hat  ar e r esi dent s of  the  St at e of  Al abama t hat  ar e 45 

above the  age of  s i xt y- f our .    46 

 47 

They ar e not  r equi r ed t o pur chase a sal t wat er  l i cense,  but  t hey 48 
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ar e i ncl uded i n t hese count s her e,  and  t hen we al so sel l  a pi er  1 

l i cense,  and  I  i ncl uded t hat  i n t her e,  j ust  t o gi ve some mor e 2 

deference ,  bec ause  of  t he r eef  f i sh endor sement ,  and  t he r eef  3 

f i sh endor sement  i s r equi r ed,  agai n,  f or  al l  r eef  f i sh speci es,  4 

and  you can  cat ch gr ay snapper ,  f or  instance ,  f r om shor e,  and so 5 

t heyôr e j ust  i ncl uded i n her e f or  t hi s pr esent at i on,  and  t hen 6 

t he ot her  l i censes ar e di sabl ed mi l i t ar y and vet er an l i censes 7 

t hat  make up t hat  smal l  cat egor y t her e.  8 

 9 

You can see t hat  we have seen an i ncr ease i n t he number  of  10 

l i censes,  begi nni ng i n the  2018- 2019 l i cense year ,  and  weôr e 11 

just  ar ound 203, 000,  or  204, 000,  l i censes,  t ot al ,  f or  t he 2021-12 

2022 l i cense year .  13 

 14 

Reef  f i sh endor sement s,  we began sel l i ng t he r eef  f i sh 15 

endor sement  dur i ng t he 2019- 2020 l i cense year ,  and  so we - -  That  16 

occ urred  r el at i vel y l at e,  or  t he mi ddl e of  t he year ,  i n the  17 

summer ,  and  we di d not  have much t i me t o r eal l y  adver t i se t hat  18 

and l et  peopl e know t hat  t hat  was r equi r ed,  and  so we donôt 19 

t hi nk t hat  t hat  year  i ndi cat es,  or  accurately  i ndi cat es,  t he 20 

number  of  f ol ks t hat  pr obabl y needed a r eef  f i sh endor sement ,  21 

and so t hat ôs pr obabl y why t hat  number  i s much l ower  t han i n 22 

2021 and  2022,  and weôr e at  65, 000 r eef  f i sh endorsement s sol d 23 

f or  pr i vat e r ec angl er s i n 2022,  and t hen you can see the  number  24 

of  r eef  f i sh endor sement s sol d t o st at e char t er  vessel s.  25 

 26 

Then t he t abl e at  t he bot t om t her e asks f or  k i nd of  - -  What  t he 27 

st at us of  t he v i ol at i ons ar e r el at i ve t o the  r eef  f i sh 28 

endor sement ,  and  so enforcement  of f i cer s checked,  i n 2021,  a 29 

l i t t l e over  15, 000 r ecr eat i onal  f i sher men,  of  whi ch t her e wer e 30 

si xt y- ei ght  r eef  f i sh endor sement  v i ol at i ons,  compr i s i ng 0. 44 31 

per cent  of  al l  the  f i sher men checked,  and,  i n 2022,  i t  was 32 

near l y 14, 000 recreational  f i sher men wer e checked,  wi t h f i f t y-33 

seven vi ol at i ons,  and,  agai n,  i t ôs ar ound 0. 4 per cent age of  t he 34 

angl er s checked t hat  wer e not  i n compl i ance f or  a r eef  f i sh 35 

endor sement ,  and t hat  i s t he end of  my pr esent at i on.   36 

 37 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Thank  you,  Kevi n.   Good pr esent at i on.   38 

Does anyone have any quest i ons f or  Kevi n and Al abama?  Andy.  39 

 40 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Thanks,  Kevi n,  f or  t he pr esent at i on.   Two 41 

quest i ons.   What ôs your  compl i ance r at e?  I s i t  ar ound 50 42 

per cent  t hese days? 43 

 44 

MR.  ANSON:   For  the  mandatory  r epor t i ng,  i t ôs just  under  50 45 

per cent ,  f or  pr i vat e angl er s,  or  pr i vat e vessel s.  46 

 47 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Then I  see you have angl er  t r i ps.   Ar e you abl e 48 
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t o est i mat e t he uni que number  of  angl er s t hat  ar e r epor t i ng,  1 

r el at i ve t o the  number  of  endor sement  hol der s?  Li ke do you know 2 

what  pr opor t i on hol d an endor sement  and al so r epor t  t o your  dat a 3 

syst em? 4 

 5 

MR.  ANSON:   We donôt  - -  We can t el l  t hat  f or  char t er  boat s,  6 

whi ch vessel s ar e r epor t i ng,  submi t t i ng a l andi ng r epor t ,  7 

because  i t ôs t he vessel  t hat  has t he endor sement ,  wher eas,  on 8 

t he private  vessel s,  each angl er  i s  supposed t o have a r eef  f i sh 9 

endor sement ,  as wel l  as a l i cense,  or  at  l east  f ol l ow t he 10 

l i censi ng gui del i nes,  and we do not  gat her ,  cur r ent l y,  t hat  11 

i nf or mat i on t hr ough our  docksi de sampl i ng.  12 

 13 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Ar e t her e any ot her  quest i ons 14 

f or  Al abama?  Okay.   Then weôr e movi ng on t o Mi ssi ssi ppi .   15 

Gener al  Spr aggi ns,  ar e you r eady? 16 

 17 

MI SSI SSI PPI  18 

 19 

GENERAL JOE SPRAGGI NS:   Thank  you ver y much.   Just  t o gi ve you a 20 

l i t t l e synopsi s,  t hi s i s a 2021- 2022 over vi ew,  and i t ôs 21 

basi cal l y wher e we st and i n t he St at e of  Mi ssi ssi ppi  as t o what  22 

we have caught  i n r ed snapper .  23 

 24 

We st ar t ed our  season on Fr i day,  May 27,  2022,  and weôr e open 25 

seven days a week.   We cl osed on Monday,  Jul y 11,  t o do a 26 

r eassessment  and  see wher e we wer e at .   We r eopened agai n on 27 

Fr i day,  August  12,  2022.   To dat e,  the  season has been open f or  28 

f i f t y- seven days,  and  weôve caught  85, 963 pounds t hat  have been 29 

harvested  t hr ough August  14,  and t hat  i s 56. 7 per cent  of  our  30 

ACL.   Out  of  t hat ,  about  4, 500 pounds has been f or  st at e f or -31 

hi r e char t er s,  and so i f  you have any i dea of  needi ng t hat  32 

i nf or mat i on.    33 

 34 

Thi s i s k i nd of  a f i gur e t hat  shows you wher e weôr e at ,  and you 35 

can see what  weôve har vest ed f or  2022 and t hat  2021,  and t he r ed 36 

i s 2021,  and  t he r ed i s t he 2022 season,  and weôr e a l i t t l e bi t  37 

under ,  and i t ôs due t o a coupl e of  t hi ngs.   You know,  we had a 38 

little  bi t  of  a dr op- of f  on the  second and t hi r d weekend,  and  39 

t hat ôs j ust  k i nd of  nor mal ,  because ,  you know,  we opened up,  and  40 

we had a pr et t y good weekend t he f i r st  weekend,  wi t h t he 41 

Memor i al  Day weekend,  and t hen we wor ked i t ,  and t hen,  af t er  42 

t hat ,  i t  k i nd of  dr opped of f ,  and we attribute  t hat  mai nl y t o 43 

f uel  pr i ces,  and ,  I  mean,  f uel  pr i ces i t sel f  have caused us t o 44 

not  have near  as many peopl e want i ng t o go out ,  and youôl l  see 45 

that  f ur t her  i n the  presentation ,  as t o what  t hat ôs caused.  46 

 47 

I f  you can see her e,  we have - -  Thi s f i gur e shows basi cal l y our  48 
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t r i ps mat r i x t her e.   You wi l l  see,  on t he l ef t  s i de,  i t ôs 1 

angl er s per  t r i p,  and  i t  went  up t o r i ght  at  f our ,  f r om 3. 75 2 

f r om 2021 t o 2022,  and t hen t he aver age wei ght  went  up f r om 6. 63 3 

t o 7. 14,  but  cat ch uni t s i s down f r om 1. 16 t o 1. 08.  4 

 5 

I f  you see our  t r i ps,  you can see t hat  shows t he number s of  6 

t r i ps t hat  we have,  and  t he aver age t r i p per  day i n 2021 was 7 

about  s i xt y- s i x t r i ps per  day,  and  t hen t o f i f t y- s i x t r i ps per  8 

day i n 2022,  and  t hat ôs qui t e a bi t  l ess t han t he f our t een-9 

hundr ed- and- somet hi ng t hat  MRI P says t hat  we do ever y day.   I  10 

t hi nk you can see t hat .  11 

 12 

We al so had sever al  days t hat  we obser ved l ar ger  t r i p vol ume,  13 

and  you can see t hat  f r om 2021,  and t he dr op- of f  i s  an open 14 

weekend and t hen non- pr opor t i onal  ef f or t  obser ved f or  the  second 15 

and  t hi r d,  and  t her e was al so some weat her  i nvol ved i n t hat .    16 

 17 

The aver age length ,  and I  wi l l  make a cor r ect i on on t hi s.   18 

That ôs not  cent i met er s on t hi s.   I t ôs mi l l i met er s,  and so,  t hat  19 

ñcmò i n t her e,  donôt  pay at t ent i on t o i t ,  but  i t  does make a 20 

l i t t l e di f f er ence,  r i ght ,  but  t he aver age i s 22. 8 i nches i n 2021 21 

and 23. 15 i n 2022,  and a l ar ger  por t i on of  bi gger  f i sh,  so f ar  22 

t hi s year ,  t han we had wi t h aver age wei ght ,  and  i t ôs just  23 

showi ng a l i t t l e bi t  of  a di f f er ence i n t he i ncr ease i n the  s i ze 24 

of  the  f i sh.  25 

 26 

Our  compliance ,  Mi ssi ssi ppi  - -  We sel l  our  l i cense mai nl y 27 

t hr ough the  Depar t ment  of  Wi l dl i f e,  onl i ne,  and weôr e t r y i ng t o 28 

do our  own i n Mi ssi ssi ppi ,  as f ar  as t he Depar t ment  of  Mar i ne 29 

Resour ces,  but  yo u ca n see l i cense compl i ance,  f or  t he over al l  30 

l i censi ng,  i s 95 per cent ,  based on our  Office  of  Mar i ne Pat r ol  31 

est i mat es,  and  Mar i ne Pat r ol  enf or cement  of f i cer s have been abl e 32 

t o i nt er cept  14 per cent  of  t he Tai l s ón Scal es r ed snapper  33 

t r i ps,  whi ch i s,  I  t hi nk,  qui t e a bi t ,  14 per cent  of  ever y t r i p 34 

t hat  happens ,  and  thatôs cur r ent  compl i ance of  95 per cent  f or  35 

t he pr i vat e r ecr eat i onal  f l eet .  36 

 37 

Al so,  j ust  t o gi ve you an i dea,  on the  4t h of  Jul y,  we wer e 100 38 

per cent  compl i ant ,  and we had qui t e a f ew of f i cer s i n th e wat er  39 

t hat  day,  and we had qui t e a f ew i nt er cept s,  wi t h 100 per cent  40 

compliance ,  and t hat  t el l s  you t hat  Tai l s ón Scal es i s wor ki ng,  41 

and we can def i ni t el y t el l  you wher e weôr e at ,  and  t hat ôs i t ,  42 

unl ess youôve got  a quest i on,  and  t hat ôs Mi ssi ssi ppi ôs br i ef .  43 

 44 

LOUI SI ANA 45 

 46 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Thank  you,  Gener al  Spr aggi ns.   Does 47 

anyone have any quest i ons f or  Mi ssi ssi ppi ?  No questions ?  Thank  48 
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you,  agai n.   Good presentation .   Next  up i s Loui s i ana,  i f  you 1 

can pul l  t hat  up f or  me.  2 

 3 

Just  a br i ef  season over vi ew f or  us f or  this  year ,  and our  4 

al l ocat i on i ncl udes a 6, 918- pound reduction ,  or  payback,  f r om 5 

l ast  year ,  whi ch we over f i shed.   Al so,  we st ar t ed t he season on 6 

May 27,  i n st at e and  f eder al  wat er s,  whi ch i s a weekends  onl y,  7 

f or  us,  Fr i day,  Sat ur day,  and Sunday,  season.   That  i ncl udes t he 8 

Mondays of  Memor i al  Day,  Jul y 4t h,  and,  hopef ul l y,  when we get  t o 9 

Labor  Day,  I  wi l l  i ncl ude t hat  as wel l ,  and ,  al so,  not e t hat  10 

weôr e f i shi ng t hi s year  wi t h a t hr ee- f i sh bag l i mi t  and  not  t wo.  11 

 12 

We wer e asked,  by our  commission ,  t o t r y t o r et ai n some 13 

al l ocat i on t o get  t hr ough Labor  Day weekend,  and ,  so f ar ,  as 14 

youôl l  see i n a coupl e of  s l i des her e,  our  season pr oj ect i ons 15 

i ndi cat e t hat  we shoul d be abl e t o do so.  16 

 17 

Thi s i s t he weekl y l andi ngs updat e gr aphi c t hat  we send out  i n 18 

our  news r el eases.   Usual l y on Fr i days t hey come out ,  and,  19 

currently ,  weôr e at  572, 036 pounds,  and t hat ôs cur r ent  t hr ough 20 

t he 7t h of  August .   Our  LA Cr eel  weeks st ar t  on Monday and  end on 21 

Sunday,  and  so i t ôs cur r ent  t hr ough t hat  Sunday.   22 

 23 

Thi s i s a compar i son gr aphi c wi t h t he year s s i nce we st ar t ed 24 

f i shi ng under  st at e management ,  f or  t he most  par t ,  t he t wo EFP 25 

year s and t hen our  t wo most  r ecent  st at e management  year s.   As 26 

you can  see,  the  bl ack l i ne i s t he cur r ent  l i ne f or  t hi s year ,  27 

and  we ar e just  above,  s l i ght l y ,  wher e we wer e at  t hi s poi nt  28 

l ast  year ,  i n 2021,  and you can see the  or ange l i ne,  whi ch i s 29 

2021,  and i t  l evel ed of f  f or  about  a mont h,  and  so we cl osed the  30 

season l ast  year ,  t o cat ch up on maki ng sur e our  number s wer e 31 

r i ght ,  and  t hen Hur r i cane I da hi t ,  and we coul d not  r eopen f or  32 

about  a mont h,  and  t hen we f i nal l y di d,  and  so I  t hi nk t hat  33 

l evel  t hat  you see i n t he l i ne t her e,  and  i t  made a bi t  i mpact  34 

af t er war ds,  because  we l ost  a l ot  of  infrastructure ,  mar i nas and 35 

f i shi ng pi er s and ever yt hi ng,  boat s,  and so I  expect  t hat  we 36 

wi l l  s t ay ahead of  t hat  l i ne,  obvi ousl y,  f or  t hi s year .  37 

 38 

Thi s i s our  l andi ngs t abl es,  and  so,  so f ar ,  we ar e at  71 39 

per cent  of  our  t ot al  al l ocat i on t hr ough Week 31.   I f  you not e,  40 

Week 31 was our  l owest  per cent age har vest ed so f ar  t hi s year ,  41 

and,  i f  t hat ôs i ndi cat i ve of  how t he season i s goi ng t o go,  we 42 

may wel l  make i t  past  Labor  Day.  43 

 44 

Thi s i s a compar i son t o l ast  year ,  and so t hi s i s l ast  yearôs 45 

l andi ngs t abl e,  and we r emai ned open al l  the  way t hr ough t he end 46 

of  t he year ,  because  of ,  l i ke I  sai d,  Hur r i cane I da,  and  t hat ôs 47 

t hat  bi g set  of  zer os r i ght  t her e i n the  mi ddl e,  and t hen Week 48 
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31,  i f  you not e,  shows t hat  68 per cent ,  and so,  at  t hi s t i me 1 

l ast  year ,  we wer e j ust  under  wher e we ar e now,  whi ch i s 71 2 

per cent .  3 

 4 

Thi s i s our  snapper  wei ght s goi ng back t hr ough 2014,  and  so t he 5 

r eason f or  2014 i s because  t hat ôs t he i ncept i on of  LA Cr eel  6 

r epor t i ng i n Loui s i ana,  and  so t hese ar e al l  LA Cr eel  year s that 7 

you see i n the  dat aset .   The bl ue l i ne ar e t he char t er  wei ght s,  8 

and  t he or ange,  or  r ed,  l i ne i s t he pr i vat e wei ght s.   You can 9 

see,  on aver age,  t hat ,  at  t he beginning ,  t he pr i vat e st ar t s out  10 

a l i t t l e bi t  heavi er ,  i n t he f i r st  f ew year s,  and i t  k i nd of  11 

moved up and  down a l i t t l e bi t ,  and  char t er s r eal l y k i nd of  have 12 

been al l  over  t he pl ace,  dependi ng on the  year  and t he di st ance 13 

t hey f i sh,  but  t her eôs been an upt i ck t hi s year  compar ed t o l ast  14 

year ,  most  not abl y.  15 

 16 

The next  s l i de,  t hat ôs goi ng t o be t he length ,  and so t he 17 

lengths  pr et t y much mi mi c t he wei ght s t hat  you saw i n t he 18 

pr evi ous sl i de,  and  t he char t er  i s bl ue,  and t he pr i vat e r ec i s 19 

t he or ange l i ne,  and  t he char t er  r uns a l i t t l e bi t ,  you know,  20 

hi gher ,  because  t hey ar e,  obvi ousl y,  cat chi ng bi gger  f i sh t han 21 

t he pr i vat e r ecs,  on average ,  and so we saw a l i t t l e upt i ck i n 22 

t he aver age length  f r om t he char t er  f l eet  t hi s year ,  compar ed t o 23 

l ast  year ,  as wel l ,  and  so what  ar e we r eal l y t r y i ng t o get  at  24 

her e,  and weôr e t r y i ng t o get  at ,  you know,  what  i s t he aver age 25 

age of  t he f i sh bei ng har vest ed,  because  t hat  r eal l y t el l s  you 26 

t he bi g pi ct ur e,  mor e so t han looking  at  wei ght s and lengths .  27 

 28 

The next  s l i de i s  t he aver age age over  t he same tim e span ,  wi t h 29 

char t er  i n bl ue,  agai n,  and t he pr i vat e i n t he r ed t her e,  and  so 30 

t hey pr et t y much mi mi c t he wei ght s as wel l .   The char t er ,  you 31 

know,  vacillates  up and down above t he mean pr et t y consi st ent l y,  32 

and  I  woul d say t hat  pr i vat e are  even mor e consi st ent ,  and  i t ôs 33 

a ver y l i near  l i ne of  the  di f f er ence bet ween ages year  t o year ,  34 

but  t he bot t om l i ne i s t hat ,  i f  t he age wer e get t i ng younger  35 

each year ,  you coul d suspect  t hat  youôr e looking  at  a condi t i on 36 

of  possi bl y overfishing  t aki ng pl ace,  and maybe or  maybe not ,  37 

but  i t  doesnôt seem t o appear  t o be doi ng so.  38 

 39 

I n f act ,  t heyôr e get t i ng a l i t t l e bi t  ol der  t hi s year ,  compar ed 40 

t o l ast  year ,  and  so,  as t he mean goes up and down,  t he ages ar e 41 

goi ng up and down as wel l ,  and,  you know,  t her e ar e al l  k i nds of  42 

di f f er ent  cohor t s of  year  c l asses t hat  come t hr ough t he syst em.   43 

One year ,  youôr e f i shi ng one year  c l ass,  and  one year  youôr e 44 

f i shi ng anot her ,  and  so t her eôs goi ng t o be var i abi l i t y ,  any 45 

t i me you l ook at  t hi s dat a on a l ong- t er m set  l i ke t hi s,  but  46 

i t ôs ver y consistent  f or  t he l ast  year .  47 

 48 
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Thi s i s t he number  of  sal t wat er  l i censes,  al so over  the  same 1 

year  span as t he pr evi ous gr aphs,  f r om 2014 on,  and  i t  shows t he 2 

di f f er ence bet ween our  annual  l i cense,  whi ch i s t he bl ue l i ne,  3 

and t ot al  l i cense hol der s i s t he r ed l i ne,  and  t hen t he dai l y 4 

l i cense,  whi ch i s  l i ke t he char t er / f or - hi r e l i censes,  and t hat ôs 5 

t he gr ay l i ne on t her e,  and t heyôr e f ai r l y  consistent  over  t he 6 

same t i me per i od.   Ther eôs been a l i t t l e bi t  of  a r educt i on i n 7 

t he annual  l i censes,  but  weôve had some changeover  i n our  8 

l i censi ng syst em i n t he past  year  or  t wo,  and  so I  woul d expect  9 

t hi s wi l l  l ook di f f er ent  by t he t i me we get  t o next  year .  10 

 11 

Thi s i s our  recreational  of f shor e l andi ng per mi t  subscr i pt i ons 12 

by year ,  and  you can see t he i ncept i on of  i t  coi nci des wi t h when 13 

LA Cr eel  began,  and  t hat ôs 2014,  and  we had an i ncr eased angl er  14 

buy- i n,  i f  you wi l l ,  over  t he cour se of  t he LA Cr eel  r epor t i ng 15 

syst em,  f r om 2014 t hr ough now,  and t hen t he char t er  ROLPs ar e 16 

al so - -  I t ôs a separ at e f r ame,  but  i t ôs l i s t ed - -  On the  r i ght -17 

hand si de t her e,  you can see t he di f f er ence,  and t hey go up and 18 

down.   I  donôt know what  t he difference  and  anomal y t hi s year  19 

i s,  and  t hat  may change as we get  our  f ul l  amount  of  dat a i n by 20 

t he end of  t he year .   21 

 22 

Thi s i s the  pr opor t i on of  l i f et i me l i censes i n t he ROLP,  and so 23 

weôve got  ROLPs wi t h a l i f et i me l i cense i n t he l ef t - hand col umn,  24 

and per cent  of  t hat  l i cense f r ame i s t he r i ght - hand col umn,  and 25 

t hat  has i ncr eased over  t i me,  whi ch i s good,  because  t hat  shows 26 

an i ncr ease i n compl i ance wi t h t hose l i f et i me l i censes over  the  27 

dur at i on of  LA Cr eel ,  as wel l  as ROLP,  and t hen you can see a 28 

l i t t l e ast er i sk at  t he bot t om t her e,  and  i t  t al ks about  what  I  29 

just  mentioned ,  t hat  weôve had a change i n our  l i censi ng 30 

st r uct ur e t hi s past  year ,  and t hat  may account  f or  t he bump t hat  31 

you see i n t he over al l  per cent  of  t he f r ame,  because  of  our  new 32 

f ee st r uct ur e,  whi ch was cr eat ed t hi s past  year .    33 

 34 

Thi s i s number  of  offshore  cont act s,  whi ch woul d be consi der ed 35 

our  enf or cement  i nt er act i ons wi t h angl er s,  and  t hen t he 36 

vi ol at i ons by year ,  ROLP vi ol at i ons,  i n t he mi ddl e col umn,  f or  37 

each year ,  and t hen t he per cent  of  t hose vi ol at i ons,  or  per cent  38 

compliance ,  however  you want  t o l ook at  i t ,  f or  t hose,  and 39 

t hat ôs the  end of  my pr esent at i on.   However ,  I  added some 40 

addi t i onal  t abl es,  Ber ni e,  i f  you coul d pul l  t hose up f or  me.  41 

 42 

I  t r i ed t o j ust ,  I  guess,  homogeni ze t he dat a wi t h ot her  t abl es 43 

t hat  t he ot her  st at es have shown you t oday,  just  f or  s i mi l ar i t y,  44 

t o be abl e t o make a compar i son,  and t hi s i s  post ed as Tab B-45 

6( b) ( i ) ,  I  bel i eve,  i n the  br i ef i ng book,  and so i t  shoul d be up 46 

t her e f or  f ol ks t o pul l  down,  i f  they  want .  47 

 48 
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The t op t abl e i s  t he LA Cr eel  est i mat es of  t he number  of  r ed 1 

snapper  l anded i n each of  t hose year s,  and  t he mi ddl e sect i on i s  2 

est i mat ed angl er  t r i ps t ar get i ng r ed snapper ,  and  so t hat ôs one 3 

of  t he quest i ons f r om the  docksi de i nt er cept s,  and  t hen l anded 4 

r ed snapper  per  angl i ng t r i p,  and  you can see that  t he aver age 5 

i s pr et t y consi st ent ,  and,  i n f act ,  t her e i s l ess est i mat ed 6 

number  of  r ed snapper  l anded so f ar  per  t r i p t ar get i ng r ed 7 

snapper  t hi s year ,  and  so t he poi nt  i s  t hat  weôve got  t hr ee f i sh 8 

as a bag l i mi t .   However ,  the  ef f or t  appear s t o be down a little  9 

bi t ,  and  so t hat ôs pr obabl y why youôr e seei ng t hat  the  l andi ngs 10 

t r end i s ver y s i mi l ar  t o l ast  year ,  even t hough we have a 11 

si mi l ar  number  of  f i sh l anded per  angl er .  12 

 13 

Then t he l ower  i s t he docksi de dat a f or  t he number  of  r ed 14 

snapper  t r i ps i nt er vi ewed f or  each of  t hose year s and t hen t he 15 

number  of  angl er s t hat  t hat  adds up t o and t hen t he number  of  16 

r ed snapper  l anded,  as wel l  as t he cat ch per  boat  t r i p and  t hen 17 

t he cat ch per  angl er  t r i p,  and  you can see they  ar e ver y 18 

consi st ent .    19 

 20 

Obvi ousl y,  t hi s year ,  t he cat ch per  boat  t r i p i s up,  because  we 21 

have t he t hr ee- f i sh bag l i mi t ,  ver sus t wo t hose pr evi ous year s,  22 

and  t hen,  al so,  the  cat ch per  angl er  t r i p i s a l i t t l e bi t  hi gher  23 

as wel l ,  f or  the  same r eason,  even t hough we have l ess ef f or t  24 

t hi s year  goi ng on,  because we have pl aces,  l i ke Gr and I s l e,  25 

that  ar e st i l l  r ecover i ng f r om Hur r i cane I da,  and  t her e i s not  26 

t he infrastructure  t o suppor t  t he f i sher y qui t e back t he way i t  27 

was t hi s t i me l ast  year ,  bef or e the  hurrica ne.  28 

 29 

Then t hat  l ast  gr aphi c,  at  the  bot t om,  i s - -  I t ôs just  a 30 

gr aphi cal  ver si on of  what  you saw her e,  and i t ôs t he same t hi ng,  31 

and  i t ôs est i mat ed t r i ps t ar get i ng r ed snapper  among al l  t hose 32 

year s,  f r om 2018,  2019,  2021,  and  2022,  whi ch ar e the  st at e 33 

management  year s,  under  EFP as wel l  as Amendment  50.   I f  anyone 34 

has any quest i ons,  I  wi l l  t ake t hem.   Andy.  35 

 36 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Lot s of  quest i ons.   Thanks,  Chr i s,  f or  t he 37 

pr esent at i on.   A similar  quest i on t hat  I  asked Kevi n,  and so I  38 

t hi nk,  i n Sl i de 13,  you wer e showi ng vi ol at i ons by year ,  but  39 

t hose,  I  t hi nk,  ar e enf or cement  v i ol at i ons,  and do you - -  What  40 

i s your  compl i ance r at e when youôr e doi ng docks i de i nt er cept s?  41 

I s i t  s i mi l ar ? 42 

 43 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   No,  and i t ôs - -  Docksi de i nt er cept s,  I  44 

want  t o say weôr e probably  over  90 per cent  on docksi de 45 

i nt er cept s,  and  t hi s i s the  ROLP vi ol at i ons f or  on- t he- wat er  46 

i nt er cept s,  but  dockside  i s - -  I  donôt know t he exact  number ,  47 

but  i t ôs ver y hi gh,  and I  know t hat .   I f  t her e ar e no ot her  48 
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quest i ons,  weôl l  move on t o Dakus wi t h Texas,  pl ease.  1 

 2 

TEXAS 3 

 4 

MR.  GEESLI N:   Al l  r i ght .   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   We wi l l  hop 5 

r i ght  i nt o i t .   As you al l  know,  we conduct  an i ndependent  6 

sur vey as par t  of  our  l ong- t er m mar i ne resource  moni t or i ng 7 

pr ogr am,  and  i t ôs the  same program  weôve had i n pl ace si nce 8 

1974.   Our  2022 allocation  was 265, 105 pounds.    9 

 10 

I  am goi ng t o or i ent  you on the  gr aph her e,  and t wo not abl e 11 

l i nes ar e t he or ange i s our  2019 l andi ngs est i mat e,  and t hat ôs 12 

t he year  wher e we di d go over ,  and  we made t hat  payback l ast  13 

year ,  wher e we c l osed down our  st at e wat er s on November  15.   14 

Al so,  t hi s year ,  2022,  i s t he k i nd of  l ower  bl ue l i ne,  and  Iôl l  15 

t al k about  t hat  her e i n just  a second,  but ,  on t he X- axi s i s our  16 

t i me scal e,  t i me ser i es t her e,  and youôl l  see t hose st at e- wat er  17 

l andi ngs f r om Januar y 1 t o May 31.   Thi s year ,  we est i mat ed 18 

appr oxi mat el y 35, 000 pounds of  r ed snapper  l anded i n our  st at e 19 

wat er s dur i ng t hi s t i mef r ame.  20 

 21 

As usual ,  or  at  l east  i n t he EFP ar ena,  s i nce 2018,  we opene d up 22 

our  f eder al - wat er  season on June 1,  and t hi s  st ar t ed t o t r ack - -  23 

Thi s year  st ar t ed t o t r ack just  l i ke many of  t he ot her  year s,  24 

and  t hen,  i n Jul y,  i t  r eal l y k i nd of  got  of f  t he t r ack.   Some of  25 

t he of f shor e condi t i ons have been a l i t t l e r ougher  t han we 26 

usual l y see i n Texas,  and  t hat ,  combined  wi t h what  youôve hear d 27 

her e t oday of  gas pr i ces,  and ,  r eal l y,  t he l andi ngs have  not  28 

been as hi gh as what  we woul d have ant i c i pat ed and what  we woul d 29 

have l i ked t o have seen.  30 

 31 

As of  t oday,  and I  j ust  got  an emai l  ear l i er ,  and we do t hese 32 

weekl y updat e meet i ngs and t hen submit  our  bi weekl y r epor t  33 

l andi ngs t o NMFS,  and,  as of  t oday,  we ar e at ,  and we had a 34 

pr et t y good weekend,  but  weôr e at  54. 4 per cent  of  our  quot a,  and  35 

t hat ôs just  r i ght  about  144, 000 pounds,  and  so our  f eder al - wat er  36 

season i s st i l l  open.   Thi s i s the  l ongest  federal - wat er  season 37 

weôve had si nce 2007,  and,  t hat  year ,  i t  c l osed on Hal l oween,  38 

Oct ober  31.  39 

 40 

Just  as a compar i son f or  t he year s,  on t hi s gr aph,  i n 2018,  we 41 

had an ei ght y- t wo- day season,  and  t hen,  over  t he l ast  t hr ee 42 

year s,  2019 t hr ough 2021,  weôve had a season length  anywher e 43 

f r om about  s i xt y- t wo t o s i xt y- f i ve days.  44 

 45 

Her e we have our  length  di st r i but i on i nf or mat i on.   Just  f or  t he 46 

l ast  coupl e of  year s,  you can see t hat  2022 - -  Ther e ar e some 47 

smal l er  f i sh bei ng pr opor t i onal l y caught ,  and,  r eal l y,  t he 2021 48 
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i s mor e evenl y distributed  t hr ough t hose var i ous s i ze c l asses,  1 

and ,  coi nci dent al l y,  t he mean wei ght  f or  each of  those  year s i s 2 

6. 6 pounds i n 2021,  and,  whi l e weôr e st i l l  f i shi ng i n 2022,  t he 3 

mean wei ght  i s 6. 7 pounds,  and  so a di f f er ence of  about  a t ent h 4 

of  a pound t her e,  but  you can see t he si ze di st r i but i on.   5 

Ther eôs a little  bi t  of  l ar ger  f i sh ext endi ng out  on t hat  t ai l -6 

end f r om l ast  year ,  and  not  so much t hi s year .  7 

 8 

Thi s s l i de i s a l i t t l e har der  t o see,  and  what  t hi s i s i s 9 

l i cense t ypes,  and  t her eôs a l ot  of  t hem,  t he l i cense t ypes t hat  10 

wi l l  al l ow any l i cense hol der  t o f i sh f or  r ed snapper ,  and  t hat  11 

i ncl udes the  combo l i censes,  whi ch i s,  you know,  t he combi ni ng 12 

of  f r esh and sal t wat er ,  and  what  we donôt have - -  We donôt have 13 

a r eef  f i sh endor sement ,  per  se.   However ,  t hr ough our  sur vey 14 

est i mat es,  we est i mat e appr oxi mat el y 11, 000 angl er s have t aken 15 

par t  i n the  r ed snapper  f i sher y dur i ng 2022,  t he 2022 season,  16 

and  I  bel i eve t hat  i s,  and  Iôm happy t o answer  any questions .  17 

 18 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Dakus.   Good 19 

presentation .   Ms.  Susan.  20 

 21 

MS.  BOGGS:   Thank  you,  Dakus.   That  l ast  s l i de t hat  you showed,  22 

does t hat  account  - -  I  donôt t hi nk Texas i s the  onl y st at e,  but  23 

you ar e r equi r ed,  sal t wat er  angl er s on the  char t er / f or - hi r e 24 

boat s,  t o pur chase t he st at e l i cense,  and  i s t hat  cor r ect ,  and  25 

i s t hat  r ef l ect ed i n t hese number s? 26 

 27 

MR.  GEESLI N:   St at e char t er / f or - hi r e f i sher men on st at e-28 

char t er ed vessel s,  r i ght ? 29 

 30 

MS.  BOGGS:   No.   Any char t er  vessel ,  or  i s  i t  j ust  st at e char t er  31 

vessel s? 32 

 33 

MR.  GEESLI N:   No,  and they  do have t o have a sal t wat er  f i shi ng 34 

l i cense.  35 

 36 

MS.  BOGGS:   For  any char t er  vessel ? 37 

 38 

MR.  GEESLI N:   Cor r ect .  39 

 40 

MS.  BOGGS:   I s t hat  r ef l ect ed i n t hese number s? 41 

 42 

MR.  GEESLI N:   I t  shoul d be i n one of  t he many cat egor i es her e.  43 

 44 

MS.  BOGGS:   Okay.   Thank  you.  45 

 46 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Okay.   Any ot her  ques tions  f or  Dakus 47 

and Texas?  Mr .  Dyskow.  48 
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 1 

MR.  DYSKOW:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   Can I  ask an over r i di ng 2 

quest i on t hat  woul d appl y t o al l  f i ve st at es? 3 

 4 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Sur e.  5 

 6 

MR.  DYSKOW:   I  woul d l i ke t o st ar t  by sayi ng t hank you t o each 7 

of  the  st at es,  because  theyôve made a serious  concent r at ed 8 

ef f or t  t o pr ovi de mor e dat a,  mor e i nf or mat i on,  and  t o gi ve us a 9 

hi gher  confide nce  l evel  t hat  t he r ecr eat i onal  angl i ng communi t y  10 

i s t r y i ng t o be accountable ,  and weôr e t r y i ng t o i mpr ove t hat  11 

accountability ,  s t eadi l y,  year - by- year ,  because the  dat a t hat  we 12 

see i s get t i ng mor e t hor ough and  mor e compl et e.    13 

 14 

I s t her e any way,  and maybe Andy could  answer  t hi s,  al t hough he 15 

woul d pr obabl y say no,  but  i s t her e any way t hat  we coul d t ake 16 

t hese f i ve st at es t hat  have t hi s  i nf or mat i on and standard ize  i t  17 

t o the  poi nt  t hat  we coul d collectively  gi ve a r epor t  f or  t he 18 

Gul f  i n i t s ent i r et y,  as opposed t o seei ng i ndi v i dual  st at e- by-19 

st at e r epor t s? 20 

 21 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Wel l ,  I  donôt know t he answer  t o t hat  22 

one,  and  I  guess i t  would  be the  st at es woul d have t o get  23 

together ,  pr obabl y,  and  see what  sor t  of  t abl es we have  i n 24 

common,  as f ar  as dat a,  t o put  t hat  i n a s i mpl e f or m.  25 

 26 

Some of  the  t hi ngs we di d t hi s t i me,  we wer e speci f i cal l y asked 27 

f or ,  t o include ,  and  so t he l i censi ng dat a and al l  t hat ,  and 28 

t hose ar e speci al  r equest s,  and  I  donôt t hi nk t hose ar e what  29 

youôr e goi ng t o see ever y meet i ng i n the  f ut ur e,  goi ng f or war d,  30 

and  weôl l  shor t en t hese up a l i t t l e bi t ,  but ,  yes,  I  donôt know.   31 

Andy.  32 

 33 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Wel l ,  I  mean,  I  certa inly  agr ee wi t h you,  34 

Chr i s,  t hat  t her e i s information  t hat  i s collecte d i n a 35 

st andar di zed way,  or  a s i mi l ar  way,  t hat  coul d be compi l ed.   I  36 

t hi nk the  l andi ngs dat a i s the  bi g quest i on,  r i ght ,  because  we 37 

have t al ked about  cal i br at i on f or  many,  many year s i n t hi s 38 

counci l  meet i ng,  and what  one st at e pr oduces i s not  necessarily  39 

goi ng t o be si mi l ar  and compar abl e t o another  st at e,  and so t hat  40 

woul d be t he chal l enge,  i n t er ms of  how you woul d pr oduce t he 41 

l andi ngs i n a col l ect i ve summary r epor t ,  but ,  i n t er ms of  t he 42 

cat ch per  uni t  ef f or t ,  angl er  t r i ps,  age di st r i but i on,  s i ze 43 

di st r i but i on,  t hat ôs pr et t y st andar d st uf f  t hat  coul d be 44 

summar i zed.  45 

 46 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Go ahead.  47 

 48 
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MR.  DYSKOW:   I f  I  coul d f ol l ow- up on t hat ,  Andy,  and ,  you know,  1 

what  Iôm speci f i cal l y aski ng i s,  i f  we have t hi s dat a st r eam 2 

t hat ôs i mpr ovi ng year  by year ,  and we have this  chal l enge,  i n 3 

t hat  we canôt  consol i dat e l andi ngs,  f or  exampl e,  whi ch i s t he 4 

most  cr i t i cal  component ,  what ôs the  bar r i er  t o get t i ng t he f i ve 5 

st at es t o commoni ze,  t o t he poi nt  t hat  we can gi ve a Gul f - wi de 6 

l andi ngs r epor t ,  and  ot her  information ,  speci f i c  t o r ecr eat i onal  7 

f i shi ng? 8 

 9 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Go ahead.  10 

 11 

DR.  CLAY PORCH:   The chal l enge - -  I  mean,  t hat ôs what  t he 12 

t r ansi t i on wor ki ng group  t hat  Ri char d wi l l  t al k about  wi l l  13 

addr ess,  but  t he chal l enge i s,  i f  you r an al l  t hose same sur veys 14 

al l  i n the  same st at e,  t hey woul d gi ve di f f er ent  answer s.   I t ôs 15 

not  l i ke t hey al l  come t o an exact  answer ,  and  so you can show 16 

al l  the  di f f er ent  st at esô est i mat es,  but  t heyôr e not  r eal l y i n 17 

the  same scal e,  nece ssarily ,  and t heyôr e not  di r ect l y 18 

compar abl e,  and  so t hat ôs t he chal l enge,  and  t hat ôs why weôve 19 

been havi ng al l  t hese calibration  di scussi ons.  20 

 21 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Thank  you,  Dr .  Por ch.   Anybody el se 22 

have any comment s?  Kevi n.  23 

 24 

MR.  ANSON:   So t wo comment s,  I  guess,  t hat  wer e s l i ght l y 25 

conf l i c t i ng,  one t hat  you made r el at i ve t o goi ng f or war d,  what  26 

t ype of  information  t hat  st at es woul d pr ovi de on a r egul ar  27 

basi s,  and t hen t o Mr .  Dyskowôs comment about  i t  was ni ce t o see 28 

al l  t hat  i nf or mat i on,  and i t  k i nd of  showed t hat  st at es ar e 29 

wi l l i ng t o shar e t he i nf or mat i on and  get  i t  out  t her e,  so t hat  30 

peopl e can ki nd of ,  you know,  consider  i t  and  l ook at  i t  and 31 

t hat  t ype of  t hi ng,  and  so Iôm j ust  wonder i ng,  goi ng back t o 32 

your  comment ,  i s  t he st at es can si mpl y j ust  get  together  and  33 

such and ki nd of ,  you know,  come t o a col l ect i ve under st andi ng 34 

as t o what  woul d be a st andar d r epor t  t hat  we woul d submi t ,  and  35 

t hat  mi ght  be somet hi ng we woul d wor k wi t h Ryan,  you know,  36 

out si de,  l i ke we di d t hi s l ast  go- r ound,  and j ust  k i nd of  sel ect  37 

t hat  t hi s i s somet hi ng t hat  woul d be ni ce t o have,  and t hi s 38 

wouldnôt,  and t hi s woul d,  and  ki nd of  do t hat ,  so i t  woul d just  39 

be a st andar d t hi ng t hat  youôr e going  t o r epor t  r ed snapper ,  and 40 

ever ybody has ki nd of  l i ke s i x s l i des,  and  each sl i de i s goi ng 41 

t o show the  same t hi ng,  you know,  just  so i t ôs a l i t t l e bi t  mor e 42 

consistent  and get s t o the  appl es- t o- appl es t ype l evel .   Thank  43 

you.  44 

 45 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Yes,  I  agr ee.   I  mean,  what  I  was 46 

t hi nki ng i s you have the  same t abl es i n one pr esent at i on,  47 

per haps,  or  al l  f i ve,  but  t hey woul d al l  be a st andar di zed 48 
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f or mat ,  goi ng f or war d,  so,  at  l east  f or  t he audi ence,  t hey know 1 

what  t o expect  ever y t i me,  as we go f or war d,  and  we have t o do 2 

t hi s f or  qui t e a f ew year s,  I  guess,  r i ght ?  Ryan.  3 

 4 

MR.  RI NDONE:   We can certainly  have t he conver sat i on about ,  you 5 

know,  the  best  t i me t o pr esent  t hi s i nf or mat i on,  and i t  coul d be 6 

l i ke and updat e,  as f ar  as i n compar i son t o t he pr evi ous year ,  7 

t hat ôs gi ven - -  I t  coul d be somet hi ng t hat ôs gi ven at  ever y 8 

council  meet i ng,  or  i t  could  be gi ven at  j ust  one or  t wo counci l  9 

meet i ngs,  and  t he st at es coul d certainly  have t hi s conver sat i on 10 

and  t hi nk about  what  sor t s of  i nf or mat i on t hey want  t o pr ovi de 11 

i n t her e.  12 

 13 

I  t hi nk l i censi ng and compliance  i nf or mat i on coul d be l i ke a 14 

once- a- year  sor t  of  t hi ng,  and I  know t hat  t he st at es ar e goi ng 15 

t o be wor ki ng wi t h t he Gul f  St at es Mar i ne Fi sher i es Commi ssi on,  16 

st ar t i ng i n 2023,  t o pr ovi de t he number s of  l i censes t hat  have 17 

certain  desi gnat i ons,  l i ke Gul f  r eef  f i sh angl er  r ecr eat i onal  18 

of f shor e f i shi ng license ,  et  cet er a,  dependi ng on t he st at e and 19 

what  t he st at e i s  usi ng,  but ,  yes,  we can certainly  f i gur e out  20 

how t o st andar di ze al l  t hat ,  and  I  donôt t hi nk t hat  woul d be 21 

difficult  at  al l .  22 

 23 

VI CE CHAI RMAN SCHI EBLE:   Ver y good.   Any f ur t her  quest i ons 24 

r egar di ng t he st at e l andi ng dat a?  Then I  wi l l  t ur n i t  over  t o 25 

you,  Mr .  Chai r ,  and the  i nt er i m chai r  i s  done.  26 

 27 

MR.  DI AZ:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Schi ebl e.   You di d a gr eat  j ob l eadi ng 28 

us t hr ough Reef  Fi sh t oday.   I  appr eci at e t hat ,  st eppi ng up at  29 

the  l ast  mi nut e.   I  have been t he chai r  of  t hi s counci l  al most  a 30 

year ,  and I ôm f i x i ng t o say somet hi ng t hat  I  havenôt sai d i n a 31 

year ,  but  I  t hi nk weôr e goi ng t o knock of f  ear l y t oday,  ei ght  32 

mi nut es ear l y.   Remember  t hat  Iôm up f or  r eel ect i on.    33 

 34 

No,  but  we ar e goi ng t o st ar t  at  8: 00 i n the  mor ni ng.   We ar e 35 

goi ng t o st ar t  at  8: 00 shar p,  and we' r e goi ng t o st ar t  wi t h Sam 36 

Rauch,  and heôs going  t o addr ess us v i r t ual l y,  and weôr e going  37 

t o st ar t  wi t h t hat  at  8: 00 i n t he mor ni ng,  and so Iôl l  see you 38 

al l  at  8: 00.   Thank  you f or  your  har d wor k t oday,  and  I  do 39 

apol ogi ze f or  havi ng t o j uggl e t he agenda,  but  j ust  40 

c i r cumst ances made i t  wor k out  t hat  way.   See you i n t he 41 

mor ni ng.   Thank  you.  42 

 43 

( Wher eupon,  t he meet i ng rec esse d on August  22,  2022. )  44 

 45 

-  -  -  46 

 47 

August  23,  2022 48 

 49 
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TUESDAY MORNI NG SESSI ON 1 

 2 

-  -  -  3 

 4 

The Reef Fish  Management  Commi t tee  of th e Gul f of Mex ico  Fi shery  5 

Management C ounci l  r econve ned at  t he Omni  Hot el  i n Cor pus 6 

Chr i st i ,  Texas on Tuesday mor ni ng,  August  23,  2022,  and was 7 

calle d t o ord er  by Chair man Tom Fr azer .  8 

 9 

CHAI RMAN TOM FRAZER:   I  am t r y i ng t o c i r c l e back on t he agenda,  10 

and I  t hi nk one of  t he i t ems t hat  we didnôt qui t e get  t o 11 

yest er day was a pr esent at i on,  or  an updat e,  by Dr .  Cody 12 

r egar di ng the  st at us of  r evi sed r ecr eat i onal  r ed snapper  13 

cal i br at i on r at i os,  and so,  Ri char d,  do you want  t o pr ovi de an 14 

updat e? 15 

 16 

STATUS OF REVI SED RECREATI ONAL RED SNAPPER CALI BRATI ON RATI OS 17 

 18 

DR.  RI CHARD CODY:   Tom,  coul d I  ask f or  a l i t t l e bi t  of  19 

c l ar i f i cat i on her e?  Ar e we t al k i ng about  t r ansi t i on or  20 

cal i br at i on? 21 

 22 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Mr .  Ri ndone.   23 

 24 

MR.  RI NDONE:   I t ôs bot h,  and  so t he i dea i s t hat  t hi s i s a 25 

r ecur r i ng agenda i t em t o cont i nual l y have updat es f r om t he NOAA 26 

Of f i ce of  Sci ence and Technol ogy on the  ongoi ng wor k of  t he 27 

transiti on t eam and t he cal i br at i on ef f or t  wi t h t he st at es.   28 

 29 

DR.  CODY:   Al l  r i ght .   What  I  wi l l  do i s I  wi l l  s t ar t  wi t h t he 30 

t r ansi t i on pl an updat e.   Back i n Febr uar y of  t hi s year ,  we had a 31 

wor kshop,  and ,  basi cal l y,  the  out come of  t hat  wor kshop was t he 32 

devel opment  of  a t r ansi t i on pl an f or  t he Gul f  sur veys,  and ,  i n 33 

doi ng t hat ,  we l ai d out  an out l i ne of  t he pl an dur i ng the  34 

wor kshop,  and t hen t hi s was,  you know,  f ur t her  compl et ed,  35 

follo wing  the  wor kshop.  36 

 37 

We received  i nput  f r om al l  of  the  t r ansi t i on pl an wor ki ng group  38 

member s,  and we asked t hem t o shar e i t  mor e br oadl y wi t hi n the  39 

agenci es,  t o get  i nput  as wel l ,  and  so Iôm happy t o say t hat  we 40 

have received  i nput  f r om ever ybody and  i ncor por at ed i t  i nt o t he 41 

pl an,  and,  basi cal l y,  what  we have now i s a compl et ed dr af t  42 

t hat ôs under  r evi ew by NOAA l eader shi p,  and  so weôr e doi ng t wo 43 

t hi ngs wi t h t hat  r evi ew at  t hi s t i me.  44 

 45 

Ther eôs a r evi ew of  t he r ol l out  pl an t hat  accompani es the  46 

t r ansi t i on pl an,  and  weôr e expect i ng t he r evi ew t o be compl et ed 47 

wi t hi n t he next  f ew days.   That  sai d,  s i nce i t  i s  - -  I t  hasnôt 48 
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been f ul l y r evi ewed,  and I  wi l l  just  gi ve you  a br i ef  over vi ew 1 

of  what ôs i n t he pl an.  2 

 3 

Basi cal l y,  i n the  wor kshop,  par t i c i pant s f r om the  st at e and our  4 

f eder al  count er par t s i n the  r egi on i dent i f i ed an appr oach,  I  5 

t hi nk,  t hat  get s at  t he shor t - t er m,  as wel l  as t he l ong- t er m,  6 

needs f or  the  r egi on,  and  so,  i n that plan ,  t wo t hi ngs wer e 7 

i dent i f i ed,  a r esear ch pat h,  and t hen al so a t r ansi t i on pat h,  8 

and t hese t wo i t ems,  or  component s,  wer e meant  t o occur  9 

simultaneously ,  or  at  t he same t i me,  so t hat ,  basi cal l y,  one 10 

didnôt s l ow down t he ot her .  11 

 12 

Wi t h t he r esear ch t r ack,  we had  a f ew di f f er ent  asks,  based  on 13 

the  congr essi onal  l anguage f or  2021 appr opr i at i ons,  and,  14 

basi cal l y,  what  t hat  was l ooki ng f or  wer e t o r evi ew the  st at e 15 

sur veys,  and  t he federal  sur veys,  l ook at  i mpr ovement s t hat  16 

coul d be made,  i dent i f y how t o do t hat ,  and  t hen,  once t hose 17 

have been compl et ed,  compl et e a f i nal  r evi ew of  cal i br at i on 18 

methodol ogy  t hat  woul d hopef ul l y be f i nal .  19 

 20 

That ôs,  obvi ousl y,  a l ong- t er m under t aki ng,  or  i t  can be,  and 21 

so,  r ecogni z i ng t hat  t her e coul d be an i mpact  on t r ansi t i oni ng 22 

t he sur veys and  get t i ng t he i nf or mat i on used f r om the  st at e 23 

sur veys i n management ,  basically ,  t he i dea was t o keep t hem 24 

going  at  the  same t i me,  and make pr ogr ess on bot h,  wi t hout  25 

havi ng a bot t l eneck t hat  woul d occur  because  of  t he r esear ch 26 

pat h,  and  so I  t hi nk what  weôve done i s,  at  t hi s  point ,  we have 27 

put  t oget her  a wor ki ng group ,  or  ar e st ar t i ng t o put  t oget her  a 28 

wor ki ng gr oup,  f or  t he r esear ch t r ack.  29 

 30 

I t ' s  chai r ed by Tom Fr azer  and Gr eg Br ay,  and,  at  t hi s poi nt ,  we 31 

ar e compi l i ng al l  the  sour ces of  i nf or mat i on t hat  t he st at es 32 

have avai l abl e,  and NOAA has avai l abl e,  r egar di ng r esear ch 33 

t hat ôs ei t her  ongoi ng,  pl anned,  or  compl et ed t hat  has l ooked at ,  34 

or  i s l ooki ng at ,  sour ces of  non- sampl i ng er r or  wi t h the  35 

sur veys.  36 

 37 

A cr i t i cal  component  of  t he r esear ch pl an i s t hat ,  i f  we can get  38 

t o a poi nt  wher e we can  br i ng t he sur veys cl oser  t oget her ,  i n 39 

t er ms of  t hei r  est i mat es,  by r educi ng non- sampl i ng er r or ,  t hen 40 

we st and a much bet t er  chance of  havi ng mor e opt i ons avai l abl e 41 

t o us,  when i t  comes t o devel opi ng cal i br at i ons,  and one of  42 

t hose opt i ons woul d be the  use of  composi t e est i mat i on.    43 

 44 

Ri ght  now,  the  est i mat es ar e so f ar  apar t  t hat  composi t i on 45 

estimation  i s not  r eal l y a v i abl e opt i on,  and  so t hat ôs the  46 

r esear ch component ,  and i t  has shor t - t er m and l ong- t er m par t s t o 47 

i t ,  and t he ot her  component  i s t he transition  t r ack i t sel f ,  and  48 
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so,  i n the  wor kshop,  t her e was consensus t hat  we needed t o move 1 

f or war d wi t h what  we have,  and so weôr e t r eat i ng t he r at i o 2 

calibration s as an i nt er i m calibration ,  basi cal l y,  f or  the  3 

sur veys,  and  I  t hi nk the  agr eement  was,  bet ween t he st at es and  4 

NOAA at  t he t i me,  t hat  t hese woul d be used t o cont i nue t he 5 

cur r ent  pr ocess,  which  was t o cal i br at e agai nst  t he f eder al  6 

sur veys t o del i ver  t he quot as f or  the  st at es,  and  t hen the  7 

st at es woul d moni t or  i n t hei r  own sur vey cur r enci es.  8 

 9 

That ôs wher e we ar e r i ght  now.   The hope i s t hat ,  over  t he next  10 

coupl e of  year s,  as we compl et e t he r esear ch t r ack,  t hat  weôl l  11 

be abl e t o open up t he opt i ons f or  cal i br at i on,  mor e 12 

sophi st i cat ed or  compl ex cal i br at i on opt i ons,  but ,  al so,  t hat  i t  13 

wi l l  f ul f i l l  t he needs f or  management  i n the  shor t er  t er m as 14 

wel l .  15 

 16 

The r esear ch t r ack,  as I  sai d,  has,  you know,  a f ai r l y  l ong 17 

t i mel i ne,  and i t  i s  f undi ng dependent ,  and I  t hi nk,  i n t he dr af t  18 

pl an,  we i dent i f y 2026 as sor t  of  t he f i nal  year  f or  t hat .   19 

Ther e ar e st udi es t hat  ar e ongoi ng r i ght  now,  and  t her e ar e some 20 

t hat  have been compl et ed t hat  may be abl e t o i nf or m i mpr ovement s 21 

t o the  sur veys i n the  shor t er  t er m,  and  so we wouldnôt be 22 

waiting  unt i l  2026 t o get  t hose i n pl ace.   I  t hi nk t hat ôs sort  23 

of  the  summar y of  wher e we ar e at  t hi s poi nt ,  and,  as I  sai d,  I  24 

expect  t he pl an t o be r el eased f ai r l y soon.  25 

 26 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Al l  r i ght .   Thanks,  Dr .  Cody.   Agai n,  sor r y,  27 

and  I  j ust  pr obabl y k i nd of  put  you on the  spot ,  and I  was j ust  28 

t r y i ng t o caught  up mysel f ,  and I  said  t hat  Ri char d can come up 29 

her e and t al k about  t hi s any t i me,  Iôm sur e,  but ,  anyway,  gi ven 30 

t hat  updat e,  I  wi l l  just  open t he f l oor  f or  quest i ons.   Mr .  31 

Gi l l .  32 

 33 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man,  and t hank you,  Dr .  Cody.   34 

Maybe I  didnôt under st and,  but  i t  sounded t o me t hat  what  I  35 

hear d was,  and i f  you woul d clarify  i t ,  I  woul d I  appr eci at e i t ,  36 

but  i s t hat  t he transition  pl an i s ef f ect i vel y compl et ed and 37 

st at us quo,  and ever yt hi ng downst r eam depends on t he r esear ch 38 

pl an and what  get s f unded and  what  get s done,  and i s t hat  a 39 

cor r ect  r ead? 40 

 41 

DR.  CODY:   I  woul d say t hat ,  yes,  th e r esear ch pl an has a l ar ge 42 

ef f ect  on t hi s,  but ,  at  t he same t i me,  I  t hi nk we have r at i o 43 

cal i br at i ons t hat  ar e i n pl ace.   St at us quo woul d mean t hat  44 

weôr e not  get t i ng any mor e dat a available  t o updat e t hose 45 

cal i br at i ons,  and I  t hi nk t hat ôs not  the  case,  and so i t ôs 46 

st at us quo i n t er ms of  t he met hodol ogy t hat ôs used,  but  i t  does 47 

mean t hat  t her e ar e consi der at i ons t hat  have t o be t aken i nt o 48 
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account ,  such as t he availability  of  addi t i onal  year s of  dat a,  1 

and pot ent i al l y  changes t o sur veys t hat  have  occur r ed,  or  may 2 

have occur r ed.  3 

 4 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you.  5 

 6 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay.   Ar e t her e any ot her  quest i ons f or  Dr .  7 

Cody?  Mr .  St r el check.  8 

 9 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Thanks,  Ri char d,  f or  bei ng her e.   I ôm gl ad you 10 

wer e abl e t o make i t  saf el y.   A coupl e of  quest i ons.   I  guess,  11 

f i r st ,  t o poi nt  out ,  wi t h the  t r ansi t i on pr ocess,  t hi s i s a 12 

gr eat  col l abor at i ve ef f or t ,  and  I  appr eci at e,  obviously ,  the  13 

wor k of  Sci ence and Technol ogy and the  Sci ence Cent er ,  but  al so 14 

the  st at es,  i n comi ng up wi t h k i nd of  t he shor t - t er m and  l ong-15 

t er m pl an.   These ar e difficult  quest i ons t hat  weôve been 16 

wr est l i ng wi t h f or  qui t e some t i me and donôt necessarily  have 17 

easy answer s.  18 

 19 

Gi ven ki nd of  t he shor t - t er m ver sus l ong- t er m nat ur e,  obviously ,  20 

t he Cent er  i s  st ar t i ng t o pl ug i n information  t o st ock 21 

assessme nt s,  but  what  woul d you recommend as val ue added t o t hi s 22 

council ,  i n t er ms of  br i ngi ng information ,  dat a,  and r esul t s 23 

back t o i nf or m t he counci l  about  progr ess  bei ng made on the  24 

t r ansi t i on pl an? 25 

 26 

DR.  CODY:   Thanks,  Andy.   One t hi ng I  didnôt ment i on i s t hat  27 

t her e ar e r egul ar  meet i ngs t hat  ar e pl anned f or  the  t r ansi t i on 28 

t eam subgr oup r el at ed t o pr ogr ess on t he t r ansi t i on pl an,  and  so 29 

t hose wi l l  be ongoi ng,  and  I  al so expect  t hat ,  as the  r esear ch 30 

wor ki ng gr oup r amps up,  t her e wi l l  be mor e t o r epor t  on t hat  end 31 

as wel l ,  and  so I  t hi nk,  goi ng f or war d,  i t ôs goi ng t o be ver y 32 

important  t hat  we pass what ôs goi ng on at  t he t eam l evel  back t o 33 

the  st at e di r ect or s and  ot her s t hat  have an i nt er est  i n the  34 

out comes.   I  t hi nk t hat ôs one of  t he chal l enges t hat  weôve had 35 

so f ar .  36 

 37 

Ther e i s a communi cat i ons component  i n the  t r ans i t i on pl an t hat  38 

deal s di r ect l y wi t h t hat ,  and I  t hi nk t hat ,  hopef ul l y ,  t hat  wi l l  39 

hel p t o addr ess some of  t he communi cat i on shor t f al l s  t hat  ar e 40 

acknowledged  on al l  s i des t hr oughout  t hi s pr ocess.  41 

 42 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Ri char d,  weôve got  a quest i on her e f r om Mr .  43 

Geesl i n.  44 

 45 

MR.  GEESLI N:   Thanks,  Dr .  Cody.   I f  you coul d pl ease,  j ust  k i nd 46 

of  wal k us t hr ough wher e we ar e i n the  ef f or t s f r om S&T t o 47 

addr ess comment s and edi t s t hat  st at es pr ovi ded i n the  48 
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transition  pl an dat ed Jul y 5,  and  j ust  what  ef f or t s have been 1 

made t o r econci l e,  or  address ,  any of  t hose comment s t o- dat e? 2 

 3 

DR.  CODY:   We have r evi ewed - -  Dakus,  t hanks f or  the  question .   4 

We have r evi ewed t he comment s t hat  have come i n,  and weôve done,  5 

I  t hi nk,  a decent  j ob of  incorporating ,  as best  we can,  the  6 

concer ns of  the  st at es wi t h t he pl an,  and I  know you had - -  7 

Texas had some comment s i n t her e,  but  sever al  of  the  ot her  8 

st at es di d as wel l ,  and  so,  I  mean,  t hi s i s somet hi ng t hat ,  once 9 

t he f i nal  pl an i s  released  - -  I  mean,  youôl l  have an oppor t uni t y  10 

t o l ook at  i t  and eval uat e i t ,  but  I  t hi nk t hat  we di d a f ai r l y 11 

good j ob,  i n my opi ni on,  of  i ncor por at i ng t hose concer ns.  12 

 13 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Al l  r i ght ,  Ri char d.   Weôr e j ust  deal i ng wi t h a 14 

little  t echni cal  difficulty  at  t he moment ,  but  I  t hi nk I  am not  15 

seei ng any ot her  questions  ar ound t he t abl e at  t hi s poi nt ,  and  16 

so,  agai n,  t hank you f or  t aki ng t he t i me t o pr ov i de t hat  updat e,  17 

and  I  l ook f or war d t o chat t i ng wi t h you her e at  the  br eak,  and 18 

cat ch up mysel f .   Al l  r i ght .    19 

 20 

Okay,  and  so i t  l ooks l i ke weôve got  - -  Next  on t he agenda i s a 21 

review  of  the  publ i c hear i ng dr af t  of  Amendment  54,  whi ch i s 22 

modificat ions  t o the  gr eat er  amberjack  cat ch l i mi t s and sect or  23 

al l ocat i ons and ot her  r ebui l di ng pl an modi f i cat i ons,  and so I  24 

wi l l  go ahead and l et  Dr .  Fr oeschke wor k us t hr ough t he act i on 25 

gui de,  as i t  r el at es t o t hat  i t em.  26 

 27 

PUBLI C HEARI NG DRAFT OF AMENDMENT 54:  MODI FI CATI ONS TO THE 28 

GREATER AMBERJACK CATCH LI MI TS AND SECTOR ALLOCATI ONS AND OTHER 29 

REBUI LDI NG PLAN MODI FI CATI ONS 30 

 31 

DR.  JOHN FROESCHKE:   Al l  r i ght .   Good mor ni ng,  ever yone.   Today,  32 

f or  amber j ack,  we have t wo t hi ngs.   The bi g pi ct ur e i s t hat  33 

weôr e goi ng t o go t hr ough Amendment  54,  and i t ôs a publ i c 34 

hear i ng dr af t  of  a document  t hat  consi der s changes t o sect or  35 

allocation s and  cat ch l i mi t s f or  amber j ack,  i n r esponse t o a 36 

st ock assessment  t hat  det er mi ned t he st ock was over f i shed and 37 

overfishing .   38 

 39 

As par t  of  t he document  t hat  consi der s al l ocat i on,  or  40 

r eal l ocat i on,  t her e ar e number of  r equi r ement s t o t he al l ocat i on 41 

r evi ew pr ocess,  and  so Dr .  Lasset er  i s goi ng t o gi ve a shor t  42 

pr esent at i on t o hi ghl i ght  the  information  wi t hi n the  document  43 

t hat  addr esses t hose component s,  t o i nf or m your  del i ber at i ons,  44 

and  so,  af t er  t hat ,  weôl l  go through  the  document .   Weôl l  l ook 45 

at  the  t i mel i ne and the  pur pose and need.  46 

 47 

What  I  woul d l i ke i s t o spend t he t i me on the  act i ons and t he 48 
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al t er nat i ves,  and,  i f  appr opr i at e,  the  committee  coul d sel ect  a 1 

pr ef er r ed t hat  we coul d t ake out  t o publ i c hear i ngs af t er  t hi s 2 

meeting ,  bef or e t he Oct ober  meet i ng,  which  we pl an t o t ake f i nal  3 

act i on.  4 

 5 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   I  t hi nk Ava i s up.  6 

 7 

DR.  AVA LASSETER:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   Weôr e goi ng 8 

t o r evi ew the  pr esent at i on t hat ôs at  Tab B,  Number  7( a) ,  and,  as 9 

j ust  expl ai ned,  t hi s document ,  t hi s Power Poi nt ,  i ncl udes t he 10 

l ocat i on of  the  al l ocat i on r evi ew component s i n council  11 

amendments,  and so you can use t hi s k i nd of  as a t ool  f or  t hi s 12 

amendment ,  and t hen,  gener al l y i n amendment s,  t he l ocat i ons ar e 13 

the  same,  t o k i nd of  r ef er ence and i dent i f y wher e i n our  14 

amendment s i s t he i nf or mat i on t hat  i s hi ghl i ght ed f r om t hese 15 

r evi ew gui del i nes.  16 

 17 

When weôr e t al k i ng about  pl an amendment s,  an amendment  wi l l  18 

include  the  f ul l  anal ysi s and eval uat i on of  al l ocat i on opt i ons,  19 

and  we ar e goi ng t o use an amendment ,  and not  a f r amewor k 20 

action ,  f or  maki ng any ki nd of  an al l ocat i on deci s i on.   Whet her  21 

i t ôs an EI S or  an EA woul d be a different  i ssue,  and  t hat ôs a 22 

NEPA deci s i on,  but  an al l ocat i on decision  i s goi ng t o be 23 

eval uat ed wi t h a f ul l  anal ysi s t hat  i s  exami ni ng t he r ange of  24 

al t er nat i ves,  and  t hi s shoul d ser ve t o i nf or m and suppor t  your  25 

al l ocat i on deci s i on,  whet her  or  not  a r evi ew has been done as a 26 

pr evi ous st ep.  27 

 28 

The amendment  weôr e t al k i ng about  her e,  Amendment  54,  pr oposes 29 

t o modi f y t he gr eat er  amber j ack sect or  al l ocat i on,  and t he 30 

amendment  i ncl udes anal yt i cal  component s t hat  ar e appr opr i at e 31 

and  r el at ed t o the  par t i cul ar  action ,  and so as r el at es t o the  32 

pur pose of  t he action .   33 

 34 

Fl i ppi ng back t o the  al l ocat i on r evi ew gui del i nes,  t hi s i s a 35 

quot e t aken di r ect l y f r om t he gui del i nes,  on page 4,  and Iôm 36 

goi ng t o emphasi ze t he underlined  t ext  her e,  and  so,  one,  i n 37 

al l ocat i on r evi ews,  weôr e usi ng dat a t hat  ar e r out i nel y 38 

avai l abl e.   Thi s wi l l  ut i l i ze ecol ogi cal ,  bi ol ogi cal ,  soci al ,  39 

and/ or  economi c st udi es r el evant  t o the  subj ect  st ock,  and we 40 

woul d expect  not  t o i ncl ude absol ut el y ever yt hi ng t hat  mi ght  be 41 

l i s t ed i n t he r evi ew guideline s i n a r evi ew,  j ust  l i ke i t  may 42 

not  be i n an amendment ,  but  we woul d want  t o t ai l or  t hat  l i s t  t o 43 

be appr opr i at e t o the  action s under  r evi ew.  44 

 45 

Then,  f i nal l y,  t hi s l ast  poi nt ,  the  dat a avai l abi l i t y ,  goes 46 

al ong wi t h the  f i r st  one as wel l .   We ar e pr ovi di ng you anal yses 47 

and i nf or mat i on t hat  i s avai l abl e,  and weôr e not .   Ever yt hi ng 48 
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t hat  i s  i ncl uded i n t he document  i s l i mi t ed by what  weôr e abl e 1 

t o put  t oget her  f or  you.  2 

 3 

The r est  of  t hi s Power Poi nt ,  on the  l ef t - hand si de,  pr ovi des 4 

t ext  di r ect l y f r om t he al l ocat i on r evi ew gui del i nes,  and  so t hi s 5 

sect i on of  FMP Obj ect i ves,  t hi s i s  what  i s i n your  gui del i nes,  6 

and  t hen,  on the  r i ght  s i de of  the  s l i des,  i t  t el l s  you t he 7 

location  i n an amendment .  8 

 9 

The r est  of  t he document ,  t he r est  of  t hi s Power Poi nt ,  i s  goi ng 10 

t o be about  Amendment  54,  but ,  i n t hi s one,  I  want  t o cal l  11 

at t ent i on t o t he FMP obj ect i ves t hat  you j ust  r ecent l y r evi ewed 12 

t hr ough Amendment  53,  and so j ust  l ast  year ,  about  r ed grouper ,  13 

and t hat  was i n Sect i on 1. 1,  and so,  currently ,  r evi ewi ng the  14 

FMP obj ect i ves i s  not  consi der ed again  i n Amendment  54,  but  you 15 

di d j ust  do t hi s l ast  year .  16 

 17 

Iôm not  goi ng t o go t hr ough each and ever y l i t t l e det ai l  of  18 

t hese,  but  weôl l  just  ski m t hr ough the  next  s l i de,  and you can  19 

see t hat  we have i dent i f i ed,  on t he r i ght  s i de,  wher e,  i n 20 

Amendment  54,  det ai l s ar e i ncl uded,  and we pr ovi ded one of  the  21 

t abl es her e t hat  out l i nes t he management  measur es by sect or .  22 

 23 

St at us of  the  st ocks,  f or  t hi s par t i cul ar  al l ocat i on amendment ,  24 

t hi s i s very  much t he pur pose of  t he amendment ,  i s  t o addr ess 25 

t he ongoi ng st at us of  gr eat er  amber j ack.   Of t en,  i n ot her  26 

amendment s,  you wi l l  f i nd t he di scussi on of  t he st at us of  the  27 

st ocks al so i n Chapt er  3.   For  Amendment  54,  because t hi s i s 28 

ki nd of  cor e t o what  t he amendment  i s about ,  Chapt er  3 29 

r ef er ences back t o Chapt er  1,  and  so t hi s i s ver y cor e t o the  30 

amberjack  amendment .  31 

 32 

Cat ch l i mi t s and accountability  measur es and wher e theyôr e 33 

l ocat ed,  and we have l andi ngs hi st or y,  ACL quot a ut i l i zat i on 34 

r at es,  and wher e par t i c i pat i on and ef f or t  measur es ar e.   A l ot  35 

of  t hese,  what ôs i n the  gui del i nes,  ar e pr ovi ded i n the  var i ous 36 

Chapt er  3 sect i ons i n the  pl an amendment .  37 

 38 

Bi ophysi cal  i nf or mat i on shoul d be mor e nar r owl y i n Sect i on 3. 3,  39 

whi ch i s usual l y  t he biological  envi r onment ,  i f  we have not  40 

i ncl uded a descr i pt i on of  the  f i sher y,  and i t  mi ght  be 3. 2,  and 41 

I  do bel i eve t hat  a BPA wi l l  be compl et ed f or  t hi s amendment ,  42 

the  bycatch  pr act i cabi l i t y  anal ysi s,  and  i t ôs l ocat ed i n the  43 

appendi x,  when t he amendment  does include  one.  44 

 45 

Thi s i s the  onl y sect i on t hat  - -  I t  has t wo sl i des,  and  so t he 46 

economi c f act or s,  t hi s f i r st  s l i de,  i s  t he t ext  f r om t he act ual  47 

r evi ew gui deline s,  and t hen t he next  s l i de - -  Agai n,  you can see 48 



53 

 

t he l abel  i n t he r i ght - hand si de,  i n t he bor der ,  and  i t  1 

i dent i f i es wher e t hese economi c f act or s ar e l ocat ed i n Chapt er s 2 

3 and  4.   Then soci al  factors  and wher e t hei r  l ocat i on i s i n 3 

Amendment  54.   That ôs al l  I  have,  i f  t her eôs any quest i ons.   I f  4 

not ,  I  wi l l  t ur n i t  back t o Dr .  Fr oeschke.  5 

 6 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Ava,  i t  l ooks l i ke Dr .  St unz,  and t hen Mr .  7 

Gi l l ,  have quest i ons.  8 

 9 

DR.  STUNZ:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   I  donôt r eal l y have a 10 

quest i on f or  Ava,  and I  j ust  have a comment .   What  I  want  t o say 11 

i s weôr e k i nd of  wadi ng i nt o t hese CHTS t o FES cal i br at i on 12 

amendment s,  and  al so t he r esul t i ng al l ocat i on,  and  I  - -  Pr obabl y 13 

Iôm goi ng t o come back wi t h a mot i on l at er ,  but  I  k i nd of  wanted  14 

t o set  t he st age of  what  I ôm t hi nki ng,  and I  donôt want  t he 15 

st af f  t o get  wor r i ed,  and I  donôt want  t o s l ow down t hi s  16 

amber j ack amendment .  17 

 18 

I  t hi nk we need t o - -  I t ôs a l i t t l e t oo l at e f or  what  Iôm about  19 

t o pr opose,  but  I  t hi nk we need t o get  pr ef er r eds goi ng and move 20 

t hat  down t he l i ne,  because  weôr e consi der i ng new ones,  and  21 

maybe t he gag t hat ôs comi ng up,  and ot her s i n the  f ut ur e,  and  22 

t her eôs really  t wo t hi ngs goi ng on,  i n my mi nd.  23 

 24 

We have the  conver si on,  whi ch i s ver y much a sci ence i ssue,  and 25 

we need t o sor t  of  get  t hat  st r ai ght ,  i n my mi nd,  but  I  t hi nk 26 

what ôs happeni ng,  and Iôm sur e weôr e al l  doi ng,  i s weôr e t aki ng 27 

a peek at  what  does t hat  al l ocat i on l ook l i ke on the  backsi de of  28 

t hat  conver si on,  and  t hat  happens when we combi ne t hese 29 

amendment s,  and,  whet her  t hat ôs r i ght  or  wr ong,  and I  t hi nk what  30 

happens i s we begi n t o make deci s i ons based upon what  t hat  31 

subsequent  al l ocat i on l ooks l i ke and not  necessarily  getting  t he 32 

conver si on r i ght  i n the  f i r st  pl ace.  33 

 34 

What  I  t hi nk Iôm r ecommendi ng her e,  and Iôm st i l l  t hi nki ng about  35 

t hi s,  i s  t hat ,  and we have t i me wi t h gag,  f or  exampl e,  and not  36 

amberjack ,  i s  t o r eal l y st ar t  l ooki ng at  - -  Let ôs do t hi s 37 

conver si on f i r st ,  and get  t he conver si on r i ght ,  and t hen,  i f  38 

peopl e donôt l i ke t he al l ocat i ons,  t he chi ps k i nd of  f al l  wher e 39 

t hey ar e,  based on t hat  conver si on,  and  t hen we have this  40 

pr ocess t hat  weôve debat ed ar ound t hi s t abl e,  many,  many t i mes,  41 

a r eal  f or mal  al l ocat i on pr ocess t hen t o do t hat  allocation  i n a 42 

meani ngf ul  way,  wher e weôr e not  r eal l y conf usi ng t hose t wo 43 

t hi ngs.  44 

 45 

I  j ust  t hi nk i t  cr eat es a l i t t l e bi t  mor e work ,  i n a way,  and I  46 

t hi nk,  i n anot her  way,  i t  al l ows us t o move t hr ough the  47 

conver si ons,  but  i t  al so makes i t  c l eaner ,  so weôr e not  mi sh-48 
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mashi ng t hi ngs i n one amendment ,  whi ch,  you know,  conf ounds 1 

t hi ngs,  i n my opi ni on,  and  so,  anyway,  Mr .  Chai r man,  t hat ôs a 2 

l ong comment ,  but  I  k i nd of  wanted  t o set  the  st age,  and I  donôt 3 

want  t o do anyt hi ng her e wi t h t hi s amendment ,  because  weôr e way 4 

down the  l i ne,  but ,  anyway,  j ust  some t hought s.  5 

 6 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Al l  r i ght .   Thank  you,  Dr .  St unz.   Mr .  Gi l l  7 

and t hen Mr .  Dugas.  8 

 9 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man,  and i t ôs not  a question ,  but  10 

j ust  a comment.   I  appr eci at e t hi s pr esent at i on and  t hi s 11 

amendment ,  or  not  amendment ,  but  t hi s i ncl usi on as par t  of  t he 12 

pr ocess.   I  t hi nk i t ôs,  A,  ver y hel pf ul ,  but ,  B,  i t  al so ser ves 13 

as a checkl i st ,  t o ensure  t hat  weôre doi ng what  we sai d we wer e 14 

goi ng t o do i n the  al l ocat i on r evi ew pol i cy,  and so I  t hi nk i t ôs 15 

excel l ent ,  and I ôm assumi ng t hat  weôr e goi ng t o be car r y i ng i t  16 

f or war d on al l  quest i ons of  al l ocat i on i n the  f ut ur e,  and we 17 

woul d be wel l  advi sed t o do so.  18 

 19 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Gi l l .   Mr .  Dugas.  20 

 21 

MR.  DUGAS:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   I  woul d l i ke t o poi nt  out ,  i n 22 

t he discussion  par t  of  t hi s amendment ,  under  Al t er nat i ve 3,  i t  23 

says t hat  i t  woul d modi f y t he recreational  and commercial  sect or  24 

al l ocat i ons of  Gul f  gr eat er  amber j ack,  based on l andi ngs f r om 25 

the  same t i mef r ame used i n Amendment  30 back i n 2008,  but  usi ng 26 

MRI P and FES l andi ngs,  whi ch i s consi der ed t he best  sci ent i f i c  27 

information  avai l abl e.   Wi t h t hat  sai d,  I  woul d l i ke t o make a 28 

mot i on f or  Al t er nat i ve 3 t o be t he pr ef er r ed.  29 

 30 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Real  qui ck,  bef or e you get  t her e,  J. D. ,  31 

because  I  know t hat  John i s goi ng t o wor k t hr ough the  document ,  32 

and  do you want  t o wai t  unt i l  John wor ks t hr ough t he document ,  33 

so t hat  i t  coi nci des wi t h k i nd of  t he l ogi c f l ow,  or  do you want  34 

t o go ahead now? 35 

 36 

MR.  DUGAS:   I  want  t o do i t  now.  37 

 38 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Go ahead.    39 

 40 

MR.  DUGAS:   The mot i on i s t o choose Al t er nat i ve 3 as a 41 

pr ef er r ed.  42 

 43 

DR.  FROESCHKE:   That ôs Act i on 1.  44 

 45 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay,  and so,  wi t h t hat  clarification ,  weôl l  46 

get  t hat  mot i on up on t he boar d.   Okay,  and so t he mot i on by Mr .  47 

Dugas i s,  i n Act i on 1,  t o make Al t er nat i ve 3 t he pr ef er r ed,  and  48 
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i s t her e a second f or  t hat  mot i on?  I t ôs seconded by Dr .  St unz.   1 

J. D. ,  do you want  t o pr ovi de a l i t t l e backgr ound of  what  your  2 

r at i onal e f or  the  mot i on i s? 3 

 4 

MR.  DUGAS:   Sur e.   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r ,  and t hat ôs what  I  t r i ed 5 

t o do bef or e t he mot i on.   Just  r eadi ng t he document ,  and usi ng 6 

t he changes f r om MRI P t o FES l andi ngs,  and i t ôs the  best  7 

sci ent i f i c  information  avai l abl e,  and  t hat ôs what  Iôm goi ng of f  8 

of .  9 

 10 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Dr .  Fr oeschke,  t o t hat  poi nt ? 11 

 12 

DR.  FROESCHKE:   Just  t o c l ar i f y,  and  so t he Al t er nat i ves 2 13 

t hr ough 5,  t he SSC essen tially  made equi val ent  r ecommendat i ons,  14 

meani ng t hat  al l  of  t hem i nt egr at e MRI P- FES r ecr eat i onal  dat a,  15 

and  so al l  of  t hem ar e consi st ent  wi t h BSI A,  i n t hat  cont ext ,  16 

and  so t hey do r ef l ect  different  sect or  al l ocat i ons,  and  17 

sl i ght l y di f f er ent  cat ch l i mi t s,  but  any of  t hem,  i n t er ms of  18 

the  sci ent i f i c  BSI A aspect ,  we woul d consi der  t hose equi val ent .  19 

 20 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay.   Thank  you.   I  t hi nk I  mi ssed Ms.  Boggs.   21 

I  apol ogi ze.  22 

 23 

MS.  BOGGS:   Wel l ,  i t ôs not  t o t hi s mot i on.   I t  was t o comment  on 24 

what  Gr eg sai d,  and so I  can wai t .  25 

 26 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay.   Weôl l  come back t o t hat ,  Ms.  Boggs.   27 

Mr .  Gi l l .  28 

 29 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   I  guess a coupl e of  30 

comment s.   One i s I  t hi nk,  what ever  choi ce we make as a 31 

pr ef er r ed,  i t  needs t o r est  on mor e t han j ust  the  FES 32 

conver si on,  whi ch was,  i n ef f ect ,  what  Dr .  Fr oeschke was sayi ng,  33 

but ,  number  t wo,  we ought  t o keep i n mi nd t hat  t he choi ce of  34 

Al t er nat i ve 3 i s  t he one t hat  has t he l east  amount  of  st ock 35 

avai l abl e t o the  fishermen ,  and t he di f f er ence bet ween,  f or  36 

exampl e,  st at us quo,  whi ch i s  Al t er nat i ve 2,  i s  about  25, 000 37 

pounds,  whi ch i s r oughl y 5 per cent  of  t he st ock,  and  t hat ôs due 38 

t o the  di f f er ences i n the  est i mat ed di scar d mor t al i t y bet ween 39 

the  t wo sect or s.  40 

 41 

I n t er ms of  maxi mum economic  benef i t s,  I  donôt know i f  i t ôs i n 42 

Chapt er  3,  and I  donôt know i f  Dr .  Tr avi s i s her e,  but  Iôm not  43 

sur e that  l eavi ng 25, 000 pounds,  5 per cent ,  i s  necessari ly  t he 44 

best  way t o go t o get  t he maxi mum net  benefits ,  and,  i f  t her e i s 45 

some anal ysi s of  t hat  i n Chapt er  3,  I  woul d be i nt er est ed i n 46 

seei ng i t ,  but  t he net  r esul t  i s  weôr e gi v i ng up t o j ust  of f set  47 

t he change i n al l ocat i on,  and  I  have a di f f i cul t  t i me accept i ng 48 
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t hat  as t he best  way t o go.  1 

 2 

Now,  we may need t o change  that  al l ocat i on,  and  I  understand  3 

t hat ,  but  goi ng t o t he max al l ocat i on we pay a pr i ce f or ,  and we 4 

ought  t o keep t hat  i n our  mi nds as we make t hi s deci s i on.   Thank  5 

you,  Mr .  Chai r man.  6 

 7 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Gi l l .   I t  l ooks l i ke Dr .  8 

Sweet man has hi s hand up onl i ne her e.   C. J. ,  sor r y t hat  I  didnôt 9 

see t hat  ear l i er .   Go ahead.  10 

 11 

DR.  SWEETMAN:   Thank  you,  Dr .  Fr azi er .   I ôm goi ng t o speak i n 12 

opposi t i on t o t hi s mot i on.   I  agr ee wi t h a l ot  of  t he pr evi ous 13 

comment s t hat  Dr .  St unz made,  and  I  f eel  t he ul t i mat e goal ,  f or  14 

what  weôr e t r y i ng t o do her e,  i s  t o r ebui l d the  st ock,  and  I  15 

donôt necessarily  f eel  t hat  pr ovi di ng additional  quot a t o the  16 

recreational  sect or  woul d do t hat ,  and,  f ur t her ,  I  t hi nk weôr e 17 

maki ng a l ot  of  allocat i on deci s i ons her e,  based on t hese FES 18 

conver si ons,  and  weôr e oper at i ng under  whet her  theyôre i nt er i m 19 

r ul es,  emer gency r ul es,  or  r ebui l di ng pl ans,  and  I  k i nd of  t hi nk 20 

t hat  t her e shoul d be t hei r  own separ at e pr ocess f or  l ooki ng at  21 

t hi s,  and  I  donôt f eel  t hat  maki ng a r eal l ocat i on t owar ds 22 

recreational  dur i ng t hi s pr ocess,  wi t h t hi s s i t uat i on t hat  weôr e 23 

under  f or  gr eat er  amber j ack,  i s  t he appr opr i at e t i me.   Thank  24 

you,  Mr .  Chai r .  25 

 26 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Dr .  Sweet man.   Al l  r i ght ,  and so 27 

Iôm not  seei ng any hands.   Mr .  St r el check.  28 

 29 

MR.  STRELCHECK:   Thanks,  Mr .  Chai r .   I ôm going  t o echo some of  30 

t he comment s that  have been made ar ound t he t abl e.   I  l i ke what  31 

Gr eg was i ndi cat i ng,  i n t er ms of ,  you know,  t hi s i s a sci ence 32 

i ssue,  but  i t ôs mor e t han a sci ence i ssue,  r i ght ,  and  so we need 33 

t o t ake i nt o consi der at i on,  obv i ousl y,  the  updat ed sci ence and  34 

information ,  but ,  when weôr e t al k i ng al l ocat i on deci s i ons,  35 

t hat ôs why we have an al l ocat i on pol i cy,  and t hat ôs why we 36 

shoul d be r i gor ousl y di scussi ng what  ar e t he goal s and 37 

obj ect i ves of  the  f i sher y management  pl an,  how ar e we achi evi ng 38 

t hose goal s and  obj ect i ves,  l ooki ng at  the  bi ol ogi cal  benef i t s,  39 

or  i mpact s,  as wel l  as t he economi c and soci al  benef i t s and t he 40 

i mpact s of  those  deci s i ons,  and  so I  j ust  encour age t he council ,  41 

as we have t hi s di scussi on,  t o be t hi nki ng about  al l  of  t hose 42 

f act or s.  43 

 44 

Obviously ,  peopl e ar e goi ng t o wei ght  t hem different ly ,  45 

dependi ng on your  perspective  and posi t i on,  but ,  ul t i mat el y,  at  46 

t he end of  the  day,  we need t o come up wi t h a justification  f or ,  47 

i f  weôr e going  t o change al l ocat i on,  or  i f  weôr e goi ng t o 48 
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mai nt ai n t he al l ocat i on,  as t o why weôr e changing  i t ,  and  t hat  1 

shoul d be f ai r l y  t hor ough,  i n t er ms of  t he det ai l s of  t hat  2 

deci s i on.   3 

 4 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Mr .  St r el check.   Dr .  St unz.  5 

 6 

DR.  STUNZ:   Di r ect l y t o Andyôs poi nt ,  and out si de of  - -  Wel l ,  7 

f i r st ,  I  suppor t  t hi s mot i on,  and Iôm going  t o suppor t  t he 8 

mot i on,  but ,  t o Andyôs poi nt  about  an al l ocat i on,  I  t hi nk t hi s 9 

amendment  i s t oo f ar  out  of  the  gat e,  i n t er ms of  - -  You know,  I  10 

t hi nk we need t o sel ect  pr ef er r eds and move on,  i n t hi s 11 

si t uat i on,  but  I  t hi nk what  Andy was sayi ng,  f or  exampl e,  i s ,  12 

when we went  t o t hi s al l ocat i on r evi ew pol i cy,  we had t he 13 

discussion  t hat ,  at  any poi nt ,  we can  br i ng up t he need f or  14 

r eal l ocat i on and  st ar t  t hat  pr ocess,  but  i t  i nvol ves r evi ew 15 

panel s,  and  Iôm t r y i ng t o r emember  t he whol e l i s t  of  t r i gger s 16 

and ever yt hi ng t hat  we had,  and  i t ôs a pr et t y r i gor ous pr ocess,  17 

and  r i ght l y so,  because  I  t hi nk t hose al l ocat i on deci s i ons ar e 18 

some of  t he bi ggest  ones t hat  we make ar ound t hi s t abl e,  and 19 

t hat ôs why I  had want ed i t  separ at ed out .  20 

 21 

Her e,  we ki nd of  go t hr ough the  pr ocess,  and,  I  mean,  I  donôt 22 

t hi nk weôr e doi ng anyt hi ng wr ong her e,  but  I  just  donôt t hi nk 23 

weôr e bei ng r eal l y t r ue t o the  over al l  magni t ude of  what  weôr e 24 

doi ng wi t hout  - -  I f  we want  t o go wi t h t hi s,  but  t hen have a 25 

r eal  r eal l ocat i on deci s i on,  and I  t hi nk we need t o do t hat ,  and  26 

t hat  would  be t he case f or  many of  our  speci es,  and  not  j ust  t he 27 

ones t hat  ar e her e,  but  anyway.  28 

 29 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Dr .  St unz.   Ms.  Boggs.  30 

 31 

MS.  BOGGS:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r ,  and I  wi l l  go ahead and - -  I  32 

am goi ng t o speak i n opposi t i on t o t hi s mot i on,  but  I  do agr ee 33 

wi t h what  Gr eg i s sayi ng,  because  I  f eel  l i ke,  wi t h t hese new 34 

FES number s,  t he counci l  i s  maki ng knee- j er k r eact i ons t o what  35 

weôr e t r y i ng t o do,  and ,  yes,  t he number s l ook good,  but  we 36 

r eal l y donôt know what  t hose number s mean yet ,  and  now we have a 37 

speci es t hat ôs over f i shed,  and  i s under goi ng over f i shi ng,  and i s  38 

going  t o be i n a r ebui l di ng program ,  and,  yes,  I  agr ee wi t h Dr .  39 

St unz t hat  we donôt need t o st op t hi s document ,  and we need t o 40 

move f or war d,  but  I  do t hi nk,  i n the  f ut ur e,  realloc ation  i s 41 

something  t hat  shoul d be l ooked at  by itself ,  because  t her e i s a 42 

l ot  of  discussion ,  and i t  af f ect s peopl e.  43 

 44 

I t  af f ect s,  you know,  al l  sect or s of  the  f i sher y,  and  i t  af f ect s  45 

al l  t hei r  subsi di ar y busi nesses,  t he tackle  st or es,  and ,  I  mean,  46 

i t  aff ects  ever ybody,  and  we donôt al ways l ook at  i t  47 

holistically ,  and  so I  do agr ee wi t h what  Gr eg and Mr .  48 
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St r el check ar e sayi ng,  t hat  we pr obabl y need t o st ar t  l ooki ng at  1 

al l ocat i on on i t s own,  because  we t r y t o r ush t hr ough t hese 2 

document s somet i mes,  and  I  donôt t hi nk weôr e doi ng justice  t o 3 

the  f i sh or  t he f i sher men.   Thank  you.  4 

 5 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Ms.  Boggs.   I t  l ooks l i ke Ms.  Levy 6 

has her  hand up.  7 

 8 

MS.  MARA LEVY:   Thank  you.   Just  a coupl e of  t hi ngs,  and  so,  9 

regarding  t he i dea of  separ at i ng t he al l ocat i on f r om the  cat ch 10 

l evel  det er mi nat i on,  weôve t al ked about  t hi s bef or e,  and  t he 11 

r eason t heyôr e t oget her  i s because  t hey ar e l i nked,  and,  even i f  12 

- -  Youôr e goi ng t o have t o ar t i cul at e why itôs appr opr i at e t o 13 

keep the  same per cent ages when t hat  act ual l y does,  i n f act ,  i n 14 

r eal i t y,  change t he allocation .    15 

 16 

I t  changes t he f i sh avai l abl e t o each sect or ,  par t i cul ar l y t he 17 

recreational  sect or ,  because  weôr e measur i ng what  theyôr e 18 

cat chi ng di f f er ent l y,  and  so,  I  mean,  Iôm not  advocat i ng f or  any 19 

par t i cul ar  al t er nat i ve,  but  Iôm j ust  sayi ng t hat  youôr e goi ng t o 20 

have t o consi der  i t ,  and  youôr e goi ng t o have t o j ust i f y,  under  21 

any ci r cumst ance,  why what  youôr e doi ng i s consi st ent  with  t he 22 

Act ,  i ncl udi ng Nat i onal  St andar d 4.  23 

 24 

I n t hi s par t i cul ar  case,  I  woul d just  say t hat  - -  I  mean,  t he 25 

cur r ent  - -  The al t er nat i ve t hat ôs up f or  pr ef er r ed i s usi ng 26 

aver age l andi ngs f r om 1981 t o 2004,  and so,  i f  you do t hat ,  or  27 

i f  you keep t he per cent ages based on a similar  t i me ser i es,  but  28 

t he di f f er ent  dat a,  i t ôs l i ke why i s i t  not  appropr iate  t o look  29 

at  mor e r ecent  dat a,  and,  i n t hi s case i n par t i cul ar ,  you have 30 

Al t er nat i ve 4,  whi ch l ooks at  1993,  r i ght ,  whi ch i s when t hey 31 

st ar t ed act ual l y - -  The commercial  sect or  had gr eat er  amber j ack 32 

by speci es.  33 

 34 

Ther e ar e a l ot  of  movi ng f act or s her e,  and I  just  t hi nk - -  I  35 

agr ee wi t h Andy,  t hat  youôr e goi ng t o need t o be f ai r l y det ai l ed 36 

and ar t i cul at e,  i n terms  of  why what  youôr e doi ng i s appropriate  37 

and  consi st ent  wi t h t he r equi r ement s of  t he Act .   Thanks.  38 

 39 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Thank  you,  Ms.  Levy.   Mr .  Gi l l .  40 

 41 

MR.  GI LL:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r man.   I  guess t he hear t  of  my 42 

concer n i s weôve not  had a good di scussion ,  ar ound t hi s t abl e,  43 

about  al l ocat i on.   Chapt er s 3 and 4 ar e not  yet  compl et e,  and 44 

so,  i n t hat  sense,  weôr e r ushi ng i nt o j udgment  wi t hout  al l  t he 45 

i nf or mat i on and  consideration .   I  s t and cor r ect ed.  46 

 47 

DR.  FROESCHKE:   Chapt er s 3 and 4 ar e i n the  document ,  and  weôr e 48 
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pr epar ed t o answer  questions ,  or  l ead t hr ough t hose,  and what  1 

mi ght  be hel pf ul  i s  t o k i nd of  l ook at  some of  j ust  t he 2 

backgr ound information ,  the  purpose  and  need,  and  a l i t t l e bi t  3 

of  the  r at i onal e f or  why t he al t er nat i ves ar e as t hey ar e,  and 4 

maybe i t  woul d pr ovi de some of  t hat  cont ext ,  and  t hen we coul d 5 

have - -  We have Dr .  Di agne and  Dr .  Lasset er  on hand,  i f  you have 6 

soci al  i mpact s or  economi c quest i ons,  and theyôr e happy t o 7 

answer  t hose.  8 

 9 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   I  t end t o agr ee.   Ms.  Boggs,  r eal  qui ck,  and 10 

t hen weôr e going  t o see wher e weôr e going  t o go her e.  11 

 12 

MS.  BOGGS:   So I  woul d l i ke t o ask a quest i on,  I  guess maybe t o 13 

Mar a and/ or  Andy,  or  Cl ay,  and so I  under st and t hat  ever ybody - -  14 

That  we l ook at  t he cat ches differently ,  and al l  the  st at es have 15 

t hei r  t hi ng,  and  weôve got  FES,  and  t hen we t al k about  the  16 

commercial  f i sher men,  and,  wel l ,  t he commer ci al  f i sher men - -  17 

They know what  they  cat ch,  and  so why shoul d t hei r  number  18 

change? 19 

 20 

The onl y r eason t he commercial  sect or  number  shoul d change,  i n 21 

my mi nd,  i s i f  we get  a bump i n al l ocat i on and t hey get  t hat  22 

same bump,  because  t hei r  number s ar e t hei r  number s,  and  t hat  i s 23 

somet hi ng t hat  I  have never  under st ood.   I n al l  speci es,  t hey 24 

know exact l y what  they  caught ,  and  so why ar e t hei r  number s 25 

havi ng t o change?  Why isnôt - -  Why canôt  t hey keep t hei r  cat ch 26 

levels ,  and,  as we get  i ncr eases,  or  decr eases,  t hei r  27 

per cent ages go t he same way,  because ,  I  mean,  her e,  i t ôs 484, 380 28 

pounds,  and  t hen,  i f  we l ook at  Al t er nat i ve 2,  youôr e t aki ng 29 

t hem down 140, 000.   Thei r  number s donôt  change.   They st ay t he 30 

same,  and t hat ôs somet hi ng t hat  I  have al ways st r uggl ed wi t h.  31 

 32 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay.   Thank  you,  Ms.  Boggs,  and  so weôve been 33 

l i s t eni ng t o a number  of  comment s,  and cl ear l y t hat  t her eôs a 34 

l ot  of  di scussi on,  and we need t o wor k t hr ough some of  the  35 

det ai l s of  t hese al t er nat i ves.   I  do t hi nk t hat  t her eôs a val ue 36 

i n l et t i ng Dr .  Fr oeschke ki nd of  wor k t hr ough t hese 37 

al t er nat i ves,  and t he r at i onal e,  I  guess f r om a pr ocedur al  k i nd 38 

of  per spect i ve - -  J. D. ,  we can per haps l eave - -  You know,  we can 39 

vot e on t hi s mot i on,  but  coul d choose,  per haps,  t o t abl e i t  and 40 

wor k,  agai n,  t hr ough t he discussion  of  t he var i ous al t er nat i ves,  41 

and,  when weôr e done wi t h t hat  di scussi on,  r evi s i t  t hi s mot i on 42 

as t he f i r st  or der  of  busi ness.   J. D.  43 

 44 

MR.  DUGAS:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   My deci s i on wi l l  not  change 45 

i n wor ki ng t hr ough the  document ,  and  so do you mi nd i f  we just  46 

t ake car e of  i t  now? 47 

 48 
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CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   I  appr eci at e t hat  your  deci s i on mi ght  not  1 

change,  but  I  t hi nk a l ot  of  peopl e ar e deci di ng,  you know,  how 2 

t hey f eel  about  t hei r  own deci s i ons,  J. D. ,  and so t hat ôs my 3 

r at i onal e,  but ,  agai n,  i t ôs your  mot i on.   We can  t abl e i t ,  and  I  4 

woul d suggest  t hat  we do t hat  and ki nd of  wal k t hr ough and have 5 

a di scussi on,  but  i t ôs up t o you.  6 

 7 

MR.  DUGAS:   Let ôs vot e.  8 

 9 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Dr .  Si mmons.  10 

 11 

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SI MMONS:   Thank  you,  Mr .  Chai r .   Sor r y t o 12 

i nt er j ect  her e,  but  I  do t hi nk t her eôs a bi t  of  conf usi on about  13 

wher e we ar e wi t h t he document ,  and maybe,  i f  we di d al l ow st af f  14 

t he chance t o go t hr ough i t  - -  We have a new council  member ,  and 15 

I  t hi nk Mr .  Gi l l  wasnôt even awar e t hat  we have Chapt er s 3 and  4 16 

compl et ed,  and  so i t  j ust  woul d be a good i dea pr obabl y f or  17 

ever yone t o go t hr ough the  document .   Sor r y.  18 

 19 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Mr .  Dyskow.  20 

 21 

MR.  DYSKOW:   Thank you,  Dr .  Fr azer .   I ôm i n suppor t  of  t hi s 22 

mot i on,  but  I  woul d r espect f ul l y suggest  t hat  per haps we coul d 23 

def er  a vot e on t hi s mot i on unt i l  af t er  we do exact l y what  Dr .  24 

Si mmons sai d,  and  so Iôm t aki ng a dual  appr oach.   I  am 25 

suppor t i ng t he amendment ,  but  I  do t hi nk we woul d al l  benef i t  26 

f r om mor e discussion  pr i or  t o t hat  vot e.  27 

 28 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Dr .  St unz.  29 

 30 

DR.  STUNZ:   As t he seconder  of  t hi s mot i on,  I  want ed t o see t hi s 31 

mot i on t hi s mor ni ng,  but ,  i f  we want  t o go t hr ough t he document ,  32 

t o di scuss t hi ngs,  Iôm t ot al l y f i ne wi t h i t .  33 

 34 

CHAI RMAN FRAZER:   Okay.   J. D. ,  Iôm just  goi ng t o go ahead and  35 

l et  us wal k t hr ough a descr i pt i on,  t he history  and al l  t he 36 

r at i onal e,  and t hen we wi l l  br i ng t hi s back as t he f i r st  mot i on 37 

af t er  t hat .   Al l  r i ght .   Thanks,  J. D. ,  f or  accommodating ,  and  I  38 

r eal i ze t hat  you want ed t o do i t  now.   Al l  r i ght .   John,  do you 39 

want  t o go ahead and wor k us t hr ough the  document  and t he 40 

al t er nat i ves? 41 

 42 

DR.  FROESCHKE:   Yes,  and  what  I  woul d l i ke t o do i s go t hr ough a 43 

f ew of  t he backgr ound t abl es,  and I  t hi nk t hat  has some 44 

important  i nf or mat i on i n t her e,  and  t hen l ook at  t he pur pose and 45 

need,  and  t hen pr ovi de the  r at i onal e f or  t he var i ous 46 

al t er nat i ves.   Ber ni e,  coul d you br i ng up Tabl e 1. 1. 1,  and  so,  47 

ot her  t han r ed snapper ,  t hi s st ock as much r egul at or y hi st or y as 48 
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j ust  about  anyt hi ng we manage.  1 

 2 

Thi s t abl e j ust  r ef l ect s t he s i x st ock assessment s t hat  have 3 

been conduct ed f or  t hi s speci es,  begi nni ng i n 2000,  whi ch 4 

i ncl ude dat a t hr ough 1998,  and  so what  you wi l l  see i s t hat ,  5 

wi t h each assessment ,  ever y t i me,  i t ôs been over f i shed and  6 

overfishing ,  i nc l udi ng this  most  r ecent  SEDAR 70 st ock 7 

assessment  t hat  weôr e wor ki ng t hr ough now.  8 

 9 

Unfortunately ,  i t ôs not  because  t her e hasnôt been a l ot  of  10 

act i on,  i n t er ms of  management ,  t o t r y t o end over f i shi ng and 11 

r ebui l d t he st ock.   Ther e was a secr et ar i al  amendment ,  Amendment  12 

30A,  t hat  est abl i shed annual  catch  l i mi t s,  ACTs,  and sect or  13 

al l ocat i ons.  14 

 15 

Amendment  35 was a check on t he pr ogr ess f r om t he updat e,  and,  16 

unf or t unat el y,  the  st ock was not  r espondi ng as we expect ed,  and  17 

so t her e wer e addi t i onal  reduction s,  al ong wi t h t r i p l i mi t s,  18 

changes i n seasons,  and I  bel i eve 2015 and 2017 had addi t i onal  19 

change s i n cat ch l i mi t s,  seasons,  f i shi ng year s,  al l  of  whi ch 20 

have been made i n an at t empt  t o end over f i shi ng and  r ebui l d the  21 

st ock.   Essent i al l y ,  the  st ock has f l uct uat ed at  a f ai r l y  l ow 22 

l evel ,  bel ow t he mi ni mum st ock s i ze t hr eshol d,  whi ch i s t he 23 

threshold  at  whi ch we woul d decl ar e a st ock over f i shed,  but  i t ôs 24 

been f ai r l y l evel ,  and  i t  j ust  has not  r esponded.    25 

 26 

SEDAR 70 was - -  Wel l ,  i t  was a st ock assessment  t hat  27 

i ncor por at ed t he MRI P- FES dat a,  and so t hat  was one maj or  28 

change,  and so i t  di d i ncor por at e mor e r ecent  dat a,  and  i t  di d 29 

l ook at  wher e we ar e r el at i ve t o t he 2016 st ock assessment ,  and 30 

i t  i ndi cat ed t hat  weôr e not  maki ng pr ogr ess on t hi s and t hat  31 

addi t i onal  cut s i n t he quot a ar e necessar y t o end over f i shi ng,  32 

and  so t her eôs t wo par t s t o t hi s.  33 

 34 

Ther eôs maj or  r educt i ons i n t he al l owabl e cat ch,  and  t hat ôs due 35 

t o cont i nued over f i shed and over f i shi ng st at us,  and  so,  when we 36 

get  t hat  - -  We receive d a letter  f r om NOAA i n Apr i l  of  2021,  37 

i ndi cat i ng t hat  the  st ock was over f i shed and  over f i shi ng.   You 38 

have t wo year s t o i mpl ement  r egul at i ons t o ch ange  t hat ,  and  so 39 

t hat ôs the  t i mel i ne weôr e at ,  and so i t ôs 2022.  40 

 41 

I f  you gener al l y assume t hat  you have si x mont hs t o get  42 

r egul at or y action  i n effect ,  t hat  woul d be Oct ober ,  and  so 43 

t hat ôs k i nd of  t he t i mel i ne weôve been wor ki ng t hr ough,  and  so 44 

i t  i s  an accel er at ed t i mel i ne,  but  t he cut  i n quot a i s based on 45 

t he condi t i on of  t he st ock and what  t he assessment  pr oj ect s that  46 

i s necessar y t o end overfishing  and r ebui l d the  st ock by 2027.  47 

 48 
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The second par t  of  this  i s t he changes i n sect or  al l ocat i on t hat  1 

ar e bei ng consi der ed as a r esul t  of  i ncl udi ng MRI P- FES 2 

r ecr eat i onal  dat a i n t hi s,  and  so we can l ook at  t hose 3 

di f f er ences i n j ust  a mi nut e,  and so weôl l  go t o t he 1. 1. 2 4 

Tabl e.  5 

 6 

Thi s i s t he t abl e t hat  j ust  summar i zes t he relevant  met r i cs f r om 7 

the  st ock assessment ,  and many of  you have seen t hese bef or e.   8 

Essentially ,  i t  gi ves you an est i mat e of  t he mortality ,  the  9 

st eepness,  some of  t hose st ock assessment  par amet er s.   The 10 

pr i mar y t hi ngs t hat  I  want ed t o poi nt  out  - -  Ther e ar e t wo 11 

poi nt s,  and  t he F cur r ent  over  MFMT,  whi ch i s t hat  1. 25 val ue 12 

t hat ôs i ndi cat ed i n gr ay,  and val ues above one mean t hat  i t ôs 13 

over f i shi ng,  and so the  cur r ent  r at e of  r emoval s i s t oo hi gh,  14 

and t hen,  on t hat  bot t om bl ock,  i n t he bi omass cr i t er i a,  t he SSB 15 

over  MSST i s 0. 83,  and so val ues bel ow one,  agai n,  woul d 16 

i ndi cat e t hat  t he st ock i s over f i shed.  17 

 18 

The MSST i s t he mi ni mum st ock s i ze threshold ,  and  so,  i n t hi s 19 

case,  t he bi omass at  MSY,  whi ch i s t he MSY pr oxy - -  The MSST i s 20 

a buf f er  bet ween t hat  t hat  al l ows f or  some f l uct uat i on ar ound 21 

t he MSY bi omass wi t hout  r equi r i ng t hese r ebui l di ng pl ans al l  t he 22 

t i me.   For  amberjack ,  i t  i s  set  at  0. 5,  and  so 50 per cent .   Once 23 

t he bi omass i s 50 per cent  bel ow the  bi omass at  MSY,  t hat ôs when 24 

you have a decl ar at i on t hat  t he st ock i s overfished .   We have 25 

changed t hat  MSST decl ar at i on f or  amber j ack,  but  50 per cent  i s 26 

as l ow as t hat  can be set ,  and  we ar e st i l l  bel ow t he val ue,  and  27 

so t hat ôs wher e we ar e f or  t hat .   Let ôs go t o Tabl e 1. 1. 3.  28 

 29 

Tabl e 1. 1. 3,  as you wi l l  see i n Act i on 1,  t he al t er nat i ves f or  30 

var i ous al l ocat i on scenar i os ar e based on r ef er ence year s of  31 

hi st or i cal  commer ci al  and recreational  l andi ngs.   The cur r ent  32 

allocations  ar e based on t he commercial  i nf or mat i on,  whi ch i s i n 33 

Col umn 2 her e,  and  t hen the  recreational  MRI P- CHTS.    34 

 35 

What  weôr e movi ng t owar d now i s t hi s r ecr eat i onal  FES dat a,  and 36 

so what  you wi l l  see i s,  i f  you l ook at  each year ,  t her e i s t wo 37 

t o t hr eef ol d di f f er ence i n t he r ecr eat i onal  CHTS dat a as 38 

compar ed t o t he MRI P- FES dat a,  and  so t hat ôs what ôs dr i v i ng t he 39 

di f f er ence i n alloc ation ,  and  so t he way t hat  these  ar e done i s,  40 

f or  exampl e,  i n t he cur r ent  al l ocat i on,  t he 1981 t o 2004 wer e 41 

sel ect ed as r ef er ence year s.  42 

 43 

The commer ci al  l andi ngs wer e t abul at ed wi t h t he r ecr eat i onal ,  44 

and you get  a t ot al ,  and f i gur e out  what  per cent age of  t hose was 45 

each sect or  over  t hat  r ef er ence year ,  and  t hat ôs how t he 46 

per cent ages ar e cal cul at ed,  and  so,  i n t heor y,  t hat ôs what  we 47 

woul d do her e.   Obvi ousl y,  t her e ar e a number  of  di f f er ent  48 
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r ef er ence per i ods t hat  you coul d use.   The t abl e t hat  we have i n 1 

t hi s t abl e ext end f r om 1981,  whi ch i s t he ear l i est  dat e i n whi ch 2 

recreational  dat a r eal l y wer e avai l abl e,  and  i t  ext ends t hr ough 3 

2019.  4 

 5 

Then,  when we st ep t hr ough t he al t er nat i ves,  what  I  woul d l i ke 6 

t o do i s j ust  gi ve you a l i t t l e bi t  of  r at i onal e r el at i ve t o why 7 

t he al t er nat i ves i n t he document  ar e r easonabl e and appr opr i at e,  8 

and  i t ôs not  an opi ni on of  whi ch one t o pi ck,  but  j ust  what  t he 9 

r at i onal e f or  each one of  tho se ar e.  10 

 11 

I f  we go t o t he pur pose and  need,  and each of  our  document s wi l l  12 

have a pur pose and  need i n t hem,  and i t  essent i al l y  out l i nes the  13 

r eason t he counci l  i s  consi der i ng act i on and  t he goal s of  t hi s,  14 

and  so,  i n t hi s case,  t he pur pose i s t o modi f y t he r ebui l di ng 15 

pl an,  because  we know t he st ock i s over f i shed and  over f i shi ng,  16 

and an ef f or t  t o end over f i shi ng and  r ebui l d t he st ock,  and t hen 17 

t he secondar y pur pose i s t o r econsi der  t he al l ocat i on,  as t he 18 

al l ocat i on t hat  we have r i ght  now was based on t he MRI P- CHTS 19 

dat a,  whi ch i s no l onger  consi der ed t he best  sci ent i f i c  20 

i nf or mat i on available .  21 

 22 

I n aggr egat i on,  we have t he new OFL and ABC recommendation s f r om 23 

t he SSC,  and  so t hi s document  i nt egr at es t hat  information ,  and 24 

so t he need,  as weôve st at ed,  i s t o end over f i shi ng and  r ebui l d 25 

t he st ock wi t hi n t he t i mel i ne,  as r equi r ed by t he MSA,  26 

consi st ent  wi t h t he best  scientific  i nf or mat i on available ,  t he 27 

FMP obj ect i ves,  whi ch Ava ment i oned j ust  a f ew mi nut es ago,  and 28 

t he newer  i nf or mat i on on t he dat a.  29 

 30 

That ôs k i nd of  why weôr e her e,  and  now I  woul d l i ke t o go t o 31 

Act i on 1.   Ther e ar e t wo act i ons i n t hi s document .   Amber j ack 32 

has bot h annual  cat ch l i mi t s and annual  cat ch t ar get s,  and so,  33 

f or  al l  of  t he action s - -  The t ot al  annual  cat ch l i mi t ,  i n t hese 34 

t abl es,  you wi l l  see t hat  as t he t ot al  ACL i s equal  t o the  ABC,  35 

and so t he SSC pr ovi ded OFL and ABC r ecommendat i ons,  and  t he 36 

t ot al  ACL i s set  equal  t o t hose.  37 

 38 

I n Act i on 2,  whi ch weôl l  get  t o i n j ust  a mi nut e,  i t  pr ovi des an 39 

addi t i onal  management  buf f er  f r om the  ACL,  usi ng t he ACT Cont r ol  40 

Rul e f or  each sect or ,  wi t h a coupl e of  di f f er ent  opt i ons.   For  41 

your  i nf or mat i on,  t hi s st ock has been chal l engi ng t o manage,  i n 42 

t hat  bot h sect or s,  i n var i ous t i mes,  have been over ,  and  not  43 

wi l dl y over ,  and i t  does have payback pr ovi s i ons,  and  so any 44 

over age f r om ei t her  sect or  has t o be pai d back,  on a pound- per -45 

pound basi s.  46 

 47 

Ther e have been addi t i onal  management  cont r ol s put  i n pl ace,  i n 48 
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r ecent  year s,  and  so t he over ages have been mi ni mi zed,  or  non-1 

exi st ent .   However ,  i t  wi l l  be a new er a,  because  t he quot as ar e 2 

goi ng t o be ver y l ow consi der at e t o what  t hey wer e,  and  so ar e 3 

t her e any quest i ons on t hat  bef or e we ki nd of  s t ep t hr ough t he 4 

al t er nat i ves i n Act i on 1?  Okay.  5 

 6 

So Al t er nat i ve 1,  a coupl e of  t hi ngs t o poi nt  out  her e,  and  so 7 

t hi s i s based  on an al l ocat i on of  73 per cent  r ecr eat i onal  and 27 8 

commer ci al .   Thi s i s based on t he l andi ngs f r om 1981 t hr ough 9 

2004,  as est abl i shed i n Reef  Fi sh Amendment  30A i n 2008,  and  so 10 

t hi s i nf or mat i on was based on the  MRI P- CHTS recreational  dat a.   11 

I t ' s  not  consi st ent  wi t h t he best  sci ent i f i c  information  12 

available .   I t  i s  i ncl uded i n the  document  as t he no acti on,  and  13 

i t ' s  not  a v i abl e al t er nat i ve.  14 

 15 

Let ôs go t o Al t er nat i ve 2,  and Al t er nat i ve - -  Ther e ar e f our  16 

act i on al t er nat i ves,  Al t er nat i ves 2 t hr ough 5,  and  so t he way 17 

t hi s was handl ed i s t he SSC,  i n November  of  2021,  pr ovi ded t he 18 

OFL and ABC r ecommendat i ons,  f or  each al t er nat i ve,  and  t hey ar e 19 

sl i ght l y di f f er ent ,  and t hat ôs condi t i oned on t he sect or  20 

al l ocat i ons,  and t he r eason t hat  the  cat ch l evel s var y,  based on 21 

t he sect or  al l ocat i on,  i s  t her e ar e di f f er ences bet ween 22 

sel ect i v i t y and di scar d r at es bet ween t he commer ci al  and  23 

r ecr eat i onal  sect or s,  and  so,  dependi ng on how the  f l eet s 24 

oper at e,  youôr e goi ng t o get  s l i ght l y di f f er ent  r ecr eat i onal  and 25 

commercial  ACLs,  dependi ng on t he al t er nat i ves sel ect ed,  and  so 26 

i t ' s  about  a 5 per cent  difference ,  over al l ,  and  i t ôs not  as 27 

l ar ge as,  f or  ex ample ,  I  t hi nk what  we saw i n r ed gr ouper ,  but  28 

i t  i s  t her e,  and  so t hat ôs why t he t ot al  ACLs var y f or  t he 29 

al t er nat i ves wi t hi n a gi ven year .  30 

 31 

The second component  of  t hi s i s you wi l l  see t hat  t her e i s a 32 

yi el d st r eam,  and so,  f or  each year ,  f r om 2022 t hr ough 2027,  33 

whi ch i s t he end of  the  r ebui l di ng per i od,  t he t ot al  ACL does 34 

i ncr ease,  and t hat ôs consi st ent  wi t h our  assumpt i on that  t he 35 

st ock s i ze wi l l  cont i nue t o gr ow,  and  so,  t o mai nt ai n a const ant  36 

f i shi ng mor t al i t y  rate ,  you ar e al l owed t o har vest  mor e f i sh,  37 

and  so weôl l  see t hat  same pat t er n t hr ough each of  the  act i on 38 

al t er nat i ves.  39 

 40 

On al l  of  t he t abl es,  i n t he f ar - r i ght  col umn,  you wi l l  see t he 41 

al l ocat i on of  r ecr eat i onal  t o commercial ,  and  so,  agai n,  i t ôs 42 

73/ 27,  and  so what  I  wi l l  do now i s j ust  gi ve you a l i t t l e bi t  43 

of  r at i onal e f or  each of  the  al t er nat i ves and why t heyôr e 44 

i ncl uded i n t her e.  45 

 46 

Al t er nat i ve 2,  what  t hat  does i s i t  s i mpl y mai nt ai ns t he cur r ent  47 

73 t o 27 per cent  allocation  that  was est abl i shed i n Amendment  48 
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30A,  and so t her e wasnôt any consi der at i ons t o t he r ef er ence 1 

year s of  t he l andi ngs dat a,  and i t  j ust  maintains  t hat  2 

percen t age,  and you can see pr oj ect i ons f r om t he Sci ence Cent er ,  3 

and  r ecommendat i ons f r om t he Sci ence Cent er ,  and  so,  4 

essentially ,  youôl l  l ook at  i t ,  and what  I ôm goi ng t o do,  i n t he 5 

t abl es,  i s  l ook at  the  year  2023,  because  2022 i s goi ng t o be 6 

over ,  i n t er ms of  what  weôr e goi ng t o be doi ng her e.   For  7 

exampl e,  t he t ot al  ACL i s 649, 000 pounds,  473, 000 t o the  8 

recreational  and 175, 000 t o t he commercial ,  and  so bot h of  t hose 9 

woul d incre ase  t hr oughout ,  mai nt ai ni ng t he 73/ 27.  10 

 11 

Al t er nat i ve 3,  and  so,  Al t er nat i ve 3,  what  t hi s does i s i t  - -  12 

I nst ead of  mai nt ai ni ng the  per cent age that  we est abl i shed i n 13 

30A,  t hi s mai nt ai ns t he r ef er ence year s,  and  so Amendment  30A 14 

used 1981 t hr ough 2004,  and so,  essentially ,  r ul es- of - t humb f or  15 

usi ng r ef er ence year s f or  l andi ngs,  we t r y t o use a l ong t i me 16 

ser i es,  so i t ôs mor e r epr esent at i ve over  a per i od.  17 

 18 

Some compl i cat i ons ar e t hat  mor e r ecent  year s,  when you have 19 

many r egul at or y  act i ons t hat  cont r ol  t he sect or  cat ch,  t he 20 

f i sher i es ar e not  oper at i ng i n absence of  management ,  and  so you 21 

can  r ei nf or ce what  you al r eady have,  and,  i n t hi s case,  we 22 

established  sect or  al l ocat i ons i n 2008,  and so you woul d expect  23 

t hat  the  allocation  per cent ages t hat  wer e established  woul d be 24 

r ei nf or ced t hr ough t he l andi ngs,  because  of  management ,  and so 25 

weôl l  see t hat .  26 

 27 

What  t hi s one does i s i t  j ust  keeps t hat  same r ef er ence year s,  28 

1984 t hr ough 2004,  and t her e r eal l y weren't  t oo many management  29 

measur es i n pl ace.   Ther e wer e some,  t hr ough t he Reef  Fi sh 30 

Amendment  1,  but  i t  s i mpl y updat es t hose per cent ages,  and  so 31 

what  you wi l l  see i s t hat  the  al l ocat i on i s t r ansf er r ed f r om t he 32 

commer ci al  t o t he recreational ,  owi ng t o that  i ncr ease i n t he 33 

FES est i mat e,  and so t hat ôs s i mpl y what  i t  i s .  34 

 35 

Let ôs go t o - -  I  wi l l  poi nt  out  t he ot her  t hi ng wi t h Al t er nat i ve 36 

3,  and  so i t ôs 84 per cent  r ecr eat i onal  and 16 per cent  37 

commercial ,  and  t hat ôs t he largest  per cent age,  of  t he 38 

al t er nat i ves t hat  we consi der ,  t o t he recreational  sect or ,  j ust  39 

f or  your  information .   40 

 41 

Al t er nat i ve 4,  what  you wi l l  see i s a s l i ght l y di f f er ent  42 

r ef er ence year ,  and  so,  essentially ,  t he met hodol ogy of  how i t  43 

was cal cul at ed i s  exact l y the  same as Al t er nat i ve 3,  but  i t  j ust  44 

uses 1993 t hr ough 2007.   The r eason t hat  t hi s t i mef r ame wouldnôt 45 

star t  unt i l  1993 i s t her e wer e - -  Pr i or  t o t hi s,  the  commer ci al  46 

l andi ngs wer e not  i dent i f i ed as l anded per  speci es,  and  t hey 47 

wer e l anded as j acks as an aggr egat e,  and t hen t her e was some 48 










































































































































































































































