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This is a condensed version of
the Federal Register notice

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 600

[Docket No. 980519132-9315-03;
1.D.022498F]

RIN 0648—-AK49

Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
List of Fisheries and Gear, and
Notification Guidelines

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule

SUMMARY: NMFS revises the list of
authorized fisheries and fishing gear
used in those fisheries (LOF)
contained in 50 CFR 600.725(v).
Effective December 1, 1999, no person
or vessel may employ fishing gear or
participate in a fishery in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) not
included in this LOF without giving
90 days’ advance notice to the
appropriate Fishery Management
Council (Council) or, with respect to
Atlantic highly migratory species
(HMS), the Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary).

DATES: Effective December 1, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the regulatory
impact review for the final rule for
this action can be obtained from Dr.
Gary C. Matlock, Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910. Send comments regarding the
collection-of-information requirements
associated with this rule to the above
address and to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), Washington, DC 20503
(Attention: NOAA Desk Officer).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark Millikin, NMFS, (301) 713-2344.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Section 305(a) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1855(a))
requires the Secretary to publish in
the Federal Register, after notice and
an opportunity for public comment, a
list of authorized fisheries under the
authority of each Council and all
fishing gear used in such fisheriesin
the EEZ,
as well as the fisheries and fishing
gear used in those fisheries under the
authority of the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary) with respect to
HMS. A fish, regardless of whether
targeted, may be retained only if it is
taken within a listed fishery, is taken
with a gear authorized for that fishery,
and is taken in conformance with all
other applicable regulations. This LOF
is based on information submitted by
the Councils and by the Director,
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS
(Director), in the case of HMS, and
upon public comments received.

On June 4, 1998, NMFS published
a proposed LOF and invited public
comment thereon (63 FR 30455). On

January 27, 1999, NMFS by final rule
published the LOF (64 FR 4030). On
July 28, 1999, NMFS delayed the
effectiveness of the LOF and invited
additional public comments (64 FR
40781). This final rule revises the LOF
and makes it effective on December 1,

1999.

Dated: November 26, 1999.
Penelope D. Dalton,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR chapter VI is
amended as follows:

50 CFR Chapter VI

PART 600—MAGNUSON-STEVENS
ACT PROVISIONS

3. In §600.725, paragraph (v) is
revised to read as follows:



§600.725 General prohibitions.

* * * * *

(v) The use of any gear or participation
in a fishery not on the following list of

authorized fisheries and gear is
prohibited after December 1,

1999. A fish, regardless whether
targeted, may be retained only if it is
taken within a listed fishery, is taken
with a gear authorized for that fishery,
and is taken in conformance with all
other applicable regulations. Listed gear

consistent with existing laws and
regulations. The list of fisheries and
authorized gear does not, in any way,
alter or supersede any definitions or
regulations contained elsewhere in this
chapter. A person or vessel is
prohibited from engaging in fishing or
employing fishing gear when such
fishing gear is prohibited or restricted
by regulation under an FMP or other
applicable law. However, after
December 1, 1999, an individual
fisherman may notify the appropriate

Council, or the Director, in the case of
Atlantic highly migratory species, of the
intent to use a gear or participate in a
fishery not already on

the list. Ninety days after such
notification, the individual may use the
gear or participate in that fishery unless
regulatory action is taken to prohibit the
use of the gear or participate in the
fishery (e.g., through emergency or
interim regulations). The list of
authorized fisheries and gear is as
follows:

can only be used in a manner that is

Fishery

Authorized gear types

IV. Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

1. Gulf of Mexico Red Drum Fishery (FMP)
2. Coral Reef Fishery (FMP):
A. Commercial fishery
B. Recreational fiIShery ..o
3. Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Fishery (FMP):
A. Snapper-Grouper reef fish longline and hook and line fishery ....
B. Pot and trap reef fish fishery
C. Other commercial fishery
D. Recreational fISNery ..o
4. Gulf of Mexico Shrimp Fishery (FMP):
A. Gulf of Mexico commercial fishery
B. Recreational fishery
5. Gulf of Mexico Coastal Migratory Pelagics Fishery (FMP):
A. Large pelagics longline fishery
B. King/Spanish mackerel gillnet fishery ....
C. Pelagic hook and line fishery
D. Pelagic species purse seine fishery ...
E. Recreational fiIShery ...
Gulf of Mexico Spiny Lobster Fishery (FMP):
A. Commercial fishery
C. Recreational fishery
6. Stone Crab Fishery (FMP):
A. Trap and pot fishery
B. Recreational fishery
. Blue Crab Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Golden Crab Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Mullet Fishery (Non-FMP):
A. Trawl fishery
B. Gillnet fishery
C. Pair trawl fishery ....
D. Cast net fishery
E. Recreational fishery
. Inshore Coastal Gillnet Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Octopus Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Marine Life Aquarium Fishery (Non-FMP)

© 00~

. Coastal Herring Trawl Fishery (Non-FMP) .
. Butterfish Trawl Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Gulf of Mexico Groundfish (Non-FMP):

A. Commercial fishery

B. Recreational fiShery ...
. Gulf of Mexico Menhaden Purse Seine Fishery (Non-FMP) ...
. Sardine Purse Seine Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Oyster Fishery (Non-FMP)
. Commercial Fishery (Non-FMP)

. Recreational Fishery (Non-FMP)

No harvest or possession in the EEZ.

A. Hand harvest.
B. Hand harvest.

A. Longline, handline, bandit gear, rod and reel, buoy gear.

B. Pot, trap.

C. Spear, powerhead, cast net, trawl.

D. Spear, powerhead, bandit gear, handline, rod reel, cast net.

A. Trawl butterfly net, skimmer, cast net.
B. Trawl.

A. Longline.

B. Gillnet.

C. Bandit gear, handline, rod and reel.

D. Purse seine.

E. Bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, spear.

A. Trap, pot, dip net, bully net, hoop net, trawl, snare, hand harvest.
C. Dip net, bully net, pot, trap, snare, hand harvest.

A. Trap, pot

B. Trap, pot, hand harvest.
Trap, pot.

Trap.

A. Trawl.

B. Gillnet.

C. Pair trawl.

D. Cast net.

E. Bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, spear, cast net.

Gillnet.

Trap, pot.

Dip net, slurp gun, barrier net, drop net, allowable chemical, trap, pot,
trawl.

Trawl.

Trawl.

A. Trawl, purse seine, gillnet.

B. Hook and line, rod and reel, spear.

Purse seine.

Purse seine.

Dredge, tongs.

Trawl, gillnet, hook and line, longline, handline, rod and reel, bandit
gear, cast net, lampara net, spear.

Bandit gear, handline, rod and reel, spear, bully net, gillnet, dip net,
longline, powerhead, seine, slurp gun, trap, trawl, harpoon, cast net,
hoop net, hook and line, hand harvest.



