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     Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Law Enforcement Division (LDWF/LED) are 

continuing to work vessel and dockside fisheries enforcement inspections for any federal/state 

cooperatively managed species violations.   

 

     LDWF/LED entered into an agreement between the US Department of Commerce, National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division to facilitate the operations, 

administration and funding to enforce federal laws and regulations under the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Act, the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Lacey Act.   

 

     This agreement is intended to be consistent with the purposes and intent of the Magnuson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to the extent applicable to the regulated 

activities.  In addition, this JEA and Division Enforcement Plan (DEP) are intended to provide a 

framework for the enforcement of federal and state fisheries regulations in the Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) offshore of the state, between the OLE and the LDWF.  Central to this 

agreement is the prevention and detection of violations by officers from the LDWF who are 

deputized to enforce certain federal laws and regulations. Key features of this jointly 

administered plan include and increased overt presence by officers of the LDWF to achieve 

higher levels of voluntary compliance with federal regulations, the issuance of federal funds by 

the OLE, and the processing through resolution of certain specified cases, which could be 

handled under either federal or state law.  

 

     LDWF was to provide 8402 hours of specific, directed, and targeted marine law enforcement 

or related activity under this agreement.  This includes 2200 general dockside, 2461 general 

personnel, 944 general vessel, 200 outreach, 941 personnel TED (Turtle Excluder Device), 350 

vessel TED, 575 personnel red snapper, 225 vessel red snapper, 239 red snapper dockside, 267 

IUU personnel (Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated).       

 
 

     LDWF completed 2200 dockside hours and 200 outreach hours which included boarding 

commercial and recreational vessels dockside, inspect IFQ offloads, attend tournament weigh-

ins, attend fishing public relation events, and inspect seafood processors, wholesalers and 

retailers.  LDWF also completed 2462 personnel and 944 vessel hours dedicated to General 

Enforcement Priority. LDWF officers inspected catch, gear, and paperwork to insure compliance 

with applicable federal requirements with the emphasis on reef fish, highly migratory, coastal 

migratory, red drum, and shrimp compliance.  These patrols will assure compliance with federal 

and state fishing laws and regulations, increase officer presence and increase potential 

apprehension of violators.   
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 The LDWF Enforcement Division was tasked with working 814 personnel hours and 225 

vessel hours dedicated to red snapper.  Of the 814 personnel hours, 239 of those hours were 

worked dockside inspecting red snapper offloads.  

                                           



 

     For this year’s agreement, agents had 842 contacts between commercial, recreational, and 

dockside related to Red Snapper.  Agents conducted red snapper vessel patrols in the EEZ, 

which is beyond 9 nautical miles of the coast of Louisiana.  Louisiana also had a lengthy state 

red snapper season because of its participation in the Federal Exempted Fishing Permit.   

 

 
     The LDWF Enforcement Division was tasked with working 940 personnel hours and 350 

vessel hours dedicated to the Turtle Excluder Device (TED). 

 

 
 

     For this year’s agreement, agents had 1364 contacts between commercial, recreational, and 

dockside related to TED’s.  Agents conducted TED vessel patrols along the coast of Louisiana 

and in the EEZ.  Agents boarded 138 shrimping vessels and inspected 389 TEDs during the 

course of the year’s agreement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

     LDWF/LED has had a very busy year.  For fiscal year 2017, Louisiana agents patrolled hours 

dedicated to recreational, commercial, and dockside federal fisheries enforcement.  The 

following charts reflect some of our observed compliance rates for our activities: 

 

 

 
COMMERCIAL Vessel Inspection Breakdown   COMMERICAL VESSEL Observed Compliance 

FMP's 

    
FMP's 

  

Inspection Vessels %   # Cited Inspected % 

REEF FISH INSPECTION 24 461 5.21%   
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REEF FISH 4 24 83.33% 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 30 461 6.51%   

HIGHLY 

MIGRATORY 11 30 63.33% 

COASTAL MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 65 461 14.10%   

COASTAL 

MIGRATORY 4 65 93.85% 

SHRIMP INSPECTION 358 461 77.66%   SHELLFISH 21 358 94.13% 

TEDs 389 138     TEDs 16 389 95.89% 

Note: Vessels identified as Participating in FMP        

 

           
DOCKSIDE/DEALER Inspection   DOCKSIDE Observed Compliance 

FMP's 

    
FMP's 

  

Inspection Dealers %   # Cited Inspected % 

REEF FISH INSPECTION 201 491 40.94%   
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REEF FISH 9 201 95.52% 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 177 491 36.05%   

HIGHLY 

MIGRATORY 8 177 95.48% 

COASTAL MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 245 491 49.90%   

COASTAL 

MIGRATORY 13 245 94.69% 

SHRIMP INSPECTION 405 491 82.48%   SHELLFISH 16 405 96.05% 

 

 
RECREATION Inspection Breakdown   REC. VESSEL OBSERVED COMPLIANCE 

FMP's 

    

FMP's 

  

Inspection Vessels %   # Cited Inspected! % 

REEF FISH INSPECTION 170 494 34.41%   
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REEF FISH 7 170 95.88% 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 92 494 18.62%   

HIGHLY 

MIGRATORY 17 92 81.52% 

COASTAL MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 327 494 66.19%   

COASTAL 

MIGRATORY 10 327 96.94% 

SHRIMP INSPECTION 7 494 1.42%   SHELLFISH 0 7 100.00% 

RED DRUM INSPECTION 265 494 53.64%   RED DRUM 7 265 97.36% 

Note: Vessels identified as Participating in FMP        

 

 



 
CHARTER Vessel Inspection   CHARTER VESSEL OBSERVED COMPLIANCE 

FMP's 

    

FMP's 

      

Inspection Vessels %   # Cited Inspected! % 

REEF FISH INSPECTION 13 49 26.53%   
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REEF FISH 0 13 100.00% 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 17 49 34.69%   

HIGHLY 

MIGRATORY 0 17 100.00% 

COASTAL MIGRATORY 

INSPECTION 29 49 59.18%   

COASTAL 

MIGRATORY 0 29 100.00% 

SHRIMP INSPECTION 0 49 0.00%   RED DRUM 0 28 100.00% 

RED DRUM INSPECTION 28 49 57.14%             

 

 

 

 

 

Some of Louisiana equipment used in fisheries enforcement: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

     Louisiana is committed to establish and maintain compliance through the execution and 

enforcement of laws, rules and regulations of the state relative to the management, 

conservation and protection of renewable natural wildlife and fisheries resources and relative 

to providing public safety on the state's waterways and lands for the continued use and 

enjoyment by current and future generations. 

      

     Beyond the traditional role of ensuring compliance with licensing and harvesting regulations, 

the Enforcement Division also conducts search and rescue missions, enforces boating safety 

laws, investigates boating and hunting accidents and provides boater education classes for 

thousands of citizens each year. 

 

 

 
 

                                       




