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AGENCY OVERVIEW: 
 

Are officers 100% Wildlife Law Enforcement or Mixed: 100% Enforcement 
Straight Line Reporting Structure: Yes 
Number of Officers:  551 Full Time Employee (FTE’s) Game Warden 
positions. 
 

Training Issues – The 2019 academy class began October 2nd.  

Funding and Staffing Issues –  

TPWD 85’ long range patrol vessel is under construction and scheduled for sea 
trials in December. (stock photo below) 

 

Enforcement Issues: -- TPWD LE participated in a joint patrol with US Coast 
Guard and NOAA OLE.  The joint patrol was put together by USCG to target 
unlicensed charter for hire vessel captains operating in the Gulf from Corpus 
Christi TX to Brownsville.  The Operation netted 18 fisheries violations, 10 of 
which were for federal fisheries laws.  Closed season snapper were the most 
common. 

 



 

The 2019 JEA contract was signed in September of 2020.  TPWD is taking the 
approach to target reef fish enforcement from two angles.  Reef fish patrols are 
scheduled through out the fall to intercept fishermen who are snapper fishing in 
closed waters off of Texas.  Individual bag limit enforcement patrols will be 
scheduled for the summer of 2020 when the snapper season reopens.   

 

Pictured are the platform rigs, natural and artificial reef locations off of Texas.   


