Alabama Marine Resources State Report Fall 2019

From March 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019, AMRD enforcement officers conducted:
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*1,598 commercial fishermen intercepts

*19,402 recreational fishermen intercepts




*878 seafood dealer and/or processor inspections

*10,412 hours of patrol

*5,778 vessel boardings.

Outreach

*Enforcement Section continues to participate in many events including multiple boats shows and National
Night Out programs, as well as, visiting area schools and fishing tournaments to provide education and outreach
opportunities.
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Regulations

*We added a Gulf Reef fish Endorsement regulation which is required for anyone taking or possessing gulf reef
fish species.

*We added the non-stainless steel circle hook requirement for sharks and gulf reef fish to remain consistent
with federal regulations.

*We increased the size limit of Cobia to 36” fork length.

*We changed the size limit of Spotted Sea Trout to a slot 15”-22” total length. 6 fish per person with one over
22” allowed.

*We changed the size limit of Flounder to 14” total length for both recreational and commercial. Recreational
limit is 5 per person and commercial limit is 40 per person or 40 per vessel. The taking of Flounder during the
month of November is prohibited.

*We added a size limit for Shortfin Mako Shark. 71 fork length for males and 83” fork length for females.

Staffing

*Enforcement hired two new officers for the Mobile Co District and promoted Steve Humphrey to Mobile Co
Enforcement Officer Supervisor (Lieutenant).




