
Modifications to the Greater Amberjack Recreational Management Measures 

Framework Action to the Fishery Management Plan for the Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf 

of Mexico 

 

Action 2 – Modify the Recreational Bag Limit for Greater Amberjack 

  

Alternative 1:  No Action – Do not reduce the current 1 fish per angler per day recreational bag 

limit. 

  

Alternative 2:  Reduce the recreational bag limit to 1 fish per 2 or fewer anglers per day. 

 

Alternative 3:  Reduce the recreational bag limit to 1 fish per 3 or fewer anglers per day. 

 

Alternative 4:  Reduce the recreational bag limit to 1 fish per 6 or fewer anglers per day. 

 

Alternative 5:  One fish per angler on multi-day trips. 

 

Discussion 

 

The recreational bag limit for Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) greater amberjack is 1 fish per angler per 

day and was implemented in 1997.  The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) 

is considering options to reduce the recreational bag limit below 1 fish per angler per day in an 

effort to reduce the likelihood of exceeding the annual catch target (ACT) and potentially allow 

for an increase in season length (Table 1).  

 

Table 1.  The number of Gulf greater amberjack that can be retained relative to the size of the 

fishing party (number of anglers) for Alternatives 1 – 4. 

Number 

of 

Anglers 

1 fish per 

angler (Alt. 1) 

1 fish for 2 or 

fewer anglers 

(Alt. 2) 

1 fish for 3 or 

fewer anglers 

(Alt. 3) 

1 fish for 6 or 

fewer anglers 

(Alt. 4) 

 

Allowable 

number of fish 

Allowable number 

of fish 

Allowable 

number of fish 

Allowable number 

of fish 

1 1 1 1 1 

2 2 1 1 1 

3 3 2 1 1 

4 4 2 2 1 

5 5 3 2 1 

6 6 3 2 1 

7 7 4 3 2 

8 8 4 3 2 

9 9 5 3 2 

10 10 5 4 2 

11 11 6 4 2 

12 12 6 4 2 

 



However, harvest rates are difficult to predict when management changes are frequent and for 

the fall months, specifically August through October, which have few landings data to inform 

forecasting analyses.  Alternatives 2 -5 are expected to modestly reduce harvest (Table 2).  The 

bag limit would need to be further reduced to achieve any substantial harvest reduction.   
 

Table 2.  Percent reductions in recreational landings under Alternatives 1-5 relative to 

Alternative 1. 

Bag limit alternatives Reduction Allowance 

Alternative 1: One fish per angler 0% N/A 

Alternative 2: One fish per 2 or fewer 

anglers 9.5% 

1-2 anglers on vessel retain 1 fish; 

3-4 anglers on vessel retain 2 fish, 

etc. 

Alternative 3: One fish per 3 or fewer 

anglers 12.3% 

1-3 anglers on vessel retain 1 fish; 

4-6 anglers on vessel retain 2 fish, 

etc. 

Alternative 4: One fish per 6  or 

fewer anglers 16.2% 

1-6 anglers on vessel retain 1 fish; 

7-12 anglers on vessel retain 2 fish, 

etc. 

Alternative 5: One fish per angler on 

multi-day trips 2.7% 

No possession limit change for a 

multi-day trip 
 

 

The Council has previously considered modifications from the 1 fish per angler per day bag limit 

in the past.  During the development of Amendment 30A to the Reef Fish Fishery Management 

Plan of the Gulf (Reef Fish FMP), the Council received comments during public hearings and 

from the Reef Fish Advisory Panel that called this type of bag limit the least acceptable way to 

manage the recreational sector.  The comments stated that bag limits less than 1 fish per angler 

per day would be arduous to enforce and would disproportionately affect the for-hire component 

of the recreational sector.  During the development of Amendment 35 to the Reef Fish FMP, the 

Council also determined that there was little public interest in bag limits of less than 1 fish per 

angler per day and moved the action to considered by rejected.  Contemporary input from 

stakeholders at the June 2019 Council meeting indicated interest in reducing the recreational bag 

limit as a tool for extending the fishing season.  However, results from recent analyses have 

indicated that even a reduction in the bag limit to 1 fish per 6 or fewer anglers would only reduce 

harvest by 16.2% (Table 1).  This result is similar to what was found when drafting GMFMC 

2017b where a further reduction to the bag limit did not greatly reduce harvest.  Ultimately, a 

reduction in bag limit was not pursued as a viable alternative for GMFMC 2017b.  Due to the 

minimum number of multi-day recreational fishing trips, only a reduction of 2.7% is expected 

under Alternative 5. 
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