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Reef Fish Amendment 36C – Modifications to Commercial IFQ 

Programs 
 

For review at the October 2019 LETC meeting in Gulfport, MS. 

 

At its August 2019 meeting, the Council divided the actions in Amendment 36B into separate 

amendments.  Action 4 from Amendment 36B is now Action 3 in Amendment 36C. 

 

Action 3 – Accuracy of estimated weights in advance landing 

notifications 
 

Alternative 1:  No Action.  Do not change the current reporting requirement regarding estimated 

weight of IFQ species to be landed on the advance landing notification. 

 

Alternative 2:  When the estimated weight for a share category is less than the actual landed 

weight of that share category, the difference between the estimated weight and the actual landed 

weight cannot be greater than 25% of the estimated weight.  This requirement applies when the 

actual landed weight of that share category is equal to or greater than  

Option 2a:  100 lbs.  

Option 2b:  500 lbs. 

Option 2c:  750 lbs. 

 

Alternative 3:  When the estimated weight for a share category is less than the actual landed 

weight of that share category, the difference between the estimated weight and the actual landed 

weight cannot be greater than 50% of the estimated weight.  This requirement applies when the 

actual landed weight of that share category is equal to or greater than 

Option 3a:  100 lbs.  

Option 3b:  500 lbs. 

Option 3c:  750 lbs. 

 

Alternative 4:  When the estimated weight for a share category is less than the actual landed 

weight of that share category, the difference between the estimated weight and the actual landed 

weight cannot be greater than 75% of the estimated weight.  This requirement applies when the 

actual landed weight of that share category is equal to or greater than  

Option 4a:  100 lbs.  

Option 4b:  500 lbs. 

Option 4c:  750 lbs. 

 

Alternative 5:  When the estimated weight for a share category is less than the actual landed 

weight of that share category, the difference between the estimated weight and the actual landed 

weight cannot be greater than 100% of the estimated weight.  This requirement applies when the 

actual landed weight of that share category is equal to or greater than 

Option 5a:  100 lbs.  

Option 5b:  500 lbs. 

Option 5c:  750 lbs. 
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Discussion: 

 

Among other requirements, commercial vessels intending to land IFQ species must include an 

estimate of the weight of IFQ-managed reef fish that will be landed on the advance landing 

notification (Alternative 1); however, there is no guidance on how accurate that estimate has to 

be.  The advance landing notification is provided to law enforcement, which makes random 

dockside inspections of landings.  At its April 2018 meeting, the Council received a report from 

the Law Enforcement Technical Committee regarding landings of commercial red snapper 

exceeding the estimated weight provided in the advance landing notifications.  The Law 

Enforcement Technical Committee expressed concern that actual landed weights may not be 

accurately reported and deducted from the commercial quota when law enforcement are not 

present.1  The Council is considering a requirement that the estimated weight of IFQ-managed 

species be within some range of the actual landed weight.  The Council further refined its intent 

to require accuracy for estimates that are less than the actual landed weight, and not for estimates 

that are greater than actual landed weights. 

 

Alternatives 2-5 specify the percentage within which estimated weights must be accurate below 

the actual landed weight (25%, 50%, 75%, or 100%) for trips exceeding a given minimum actual 

weight (100 lbs, 500 lbs, and 750 lbs options).  The options for a minimum actual landed weight 

are provided, because it could be difficult to estimate to within a certain percentage for a very 

low weight (e.g., within 10% could be a matter of a single fish).  Alternative 2 would require the 

estimated weight on advance landing notifications to be no more than 25% below the actual 

landed weight, Alternative 3 would require the estimated weight to be no more than 50% below 

the actual landed weight, Alternative 4 would require the estimated weight to be no more than 

75% below the actual landed weight, and Alternative 5 would require the estimated weight to be 

no more than 100% below the actual landed weight per share category.  For example, if a 

vessel’s actual landed weight of red grouper is 5,000 lbs, under Alternative 3, the estimated 

weight on the advance landing notification would need to be equal to or greater than 2,500 lbs.  

Under Alternative 5, the estimated weight would need to be equal to The options would require 

that the estimated weight be within the specified range of accuracy when the total landed weight 

of that share category is greater than 100 lbs (Options a), 500 lbs (Options b), and 750 lbs for 

(Options c).  For example, under Alternative 3 Option b, a vessel with 300 lbs of tilefish and 

1,000 lbs of red grouper would be required to estimate the weight of the red grouper within 50%. 

 

Alternative 2 establishes a maximum threshold for the allowable divergence between estimated 

weights and actual landed weights when the estimated weight is less than the actual landed 

weight.  As a percent of the estimated weight, the maximum allowable difference between the 

estimated weight for a share category and the actual landed weight for that share category cannot 

exceed 25% under Alternative 2.  For example, if a vessel operator reports on an advance 

landing notification an estimated weight of 1,000 lbs of red grouper, the actual landed weight of 

red grouper could not exceed 1,250 lbs (25% of the 1,000 lbs estimated to be 

                                                 
1 Law Enforcement Technical Committee meeting at the March 2018 Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 

meeting.  Meeting summary can be found at: http://gulfcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/K-6-LETC-LEC-meeting-

summary-Mar-2018.pdf 

http://gulfcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/K-6-LETC-LEC-meeting-summary-Mar-2018.pdf
http://gulfcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/K-6-LETC-LEC-meeting-summary-Mar-2018.pdf
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landed).  Alternative 2 Options 2a-2c set minimum actual landed weights below which this 

requirement does not apply.  Options 2a, 2b, and 2c set minimum actual landings at 100 lbs, 

500 lbs, and 750 lbs, respectively. 

 

Alternatives 3-5 would establish different thresholds for the allowable divergence between 

estimated weights and actual landed weights.  As a percent of the estimated weight, the 

maximum allowable difference between the estimated weight for a share category and the actual 

landed weight for that share category could not exceed 50%, 75%, and 100% under Alternatives 

3, 4, and 5, respectively.  Alternatives 3-5 also set minimum actual landed weights below which 

this requirement does not apply (Options a-c). 

 


