Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
Office of Maine Patrol
LETC/LEC State Report — October 2019

State Enforcement

The Office of Marine Patrol has strived to diligently support the department’s mission to enhance,
protect, and conserve. Officers have provided proactive resource patrols, response to boating
emergencies, and community outreach and education.

The Commission on Marine Resources voted unanimously at their meeting on Sept. 17 to not allow
the harvest of oysters from the public oyster grounds for the 2019-2020 oyster season.

Federal Enforcement

The Office of Marine Patrol recently closed out the 2018 Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA) with
the National Marine Fisheries Service. Marine Patrol was required to provide 4,094 hours of
specific, directed, and targeted marine law enforcement or related activity under the 2018 JEA.
This is a 16% increase in effort despite a 10% reduction in JEA funding. This included 1,020 hours
of general enforcement, 1,506 hours of Turtle Excluder Device Enforcement, 1,200 hours of
Recreational Red Snapper Enforcement, 288 hours of IFQ Offload Inspections, and 80 hours of
Lacey Act/lUU Seafood Enforcement.

The hours in these categories are broken down by at-sea patrols, dockside patrols, outreach, and
clerical. In accordance to NOAA guide-lines 50% of this year’s enforcement was dedicated to
Execution Priorities. All contracted hours as outlined in the 2018 JEA have been met and exceeded
by the standards agreed upon in the contract. Several outboard motors were purchased to replace
aging outboard motors on patrol vessels. Two coastal patrol vessels were purchased to assist with
Near-Shore and Mid-Range patrols. Additionally, cold weather personal flotation coats were
purchased for officer use on vessel patrols during colder winter months.

MDMR initiated an investigation into illegal resources conduct that evolved into a multi-state
Lacey Act investigation that is currently ongoing.

Legislation

House Bill 1269, an act to amend section 49-15-46, Mississippi Code of 1972, to establish
licensing and fees for vessels engaged in off-bottom oyster aquaculture operations was passed by
the House of Representatives and Senate. The bill was signed by the Governor on March 22,
2019 and took effect on July 1, 2019.



Regulations

= The daily bag limit for Atlantic Tarpon (Megalops atlanticus.) was established at one fish
per vessel per day.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 100.21

= The minimum size limit for Spanish Mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus) was
established at 12” fork length.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 102.14

= The minimum size limit for Hogfish (Lachnolaimus maximus) was established at 14”
fork length.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 102.25

= The minimum size limit for Swordfish (Xiphias gladius) was established at 47" lower jaw
fork length.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 102.28

= The minimum size limit for Atlantic Tarpon (Megalops atlanticus.) was established at
75” fork length.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 102.29

= |t shall be unlawful for any fisherman to remove an Atlantic Tarpon (Megalops
atlanticus) over the length of forty (40) inches from the water unless the intent is to
harvest within the limits defined in Sections 100 and 102 of this chapter.

Title 22 Part 07 Chapter 08 Section 105

Staffing

Two new patrol officers were hired in April of 2019.



