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Red Snapper Total Allowable Catch to Increase
Pretty much any fisherman will tell you that the Gulf of Mexico is thick with red
snapper, and a recent stock assessment update does show an improvement in the
stock, enough of one that the Council approved a regulatory amendment that will
increase the total allowable catch from 5 million pounds to 6.945 million pounds for
2010. Based on the current allocation, that amounts to a 3.542 million pound annual
quota for the commercial sector and a 3.403 million pound quota for the recreational
sector. While the increase means nearly an additional one million pounds for each
sector, it’s not enough to allow for a longer season.
“The projections are, that because of the larger size of red snapper in recent
years, the quota may actually be reached sooner,” said Dr. Steve Bortone, Executive
Director of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.
See Red Snapper page 5

Fish Trap Discussion no Longer on the Table
While fish traps were briefly considered
as a management measure that may
help lower the bycatch of gag while
targeting red grouper, the gear is
no longer a potential management
alternative in Reef Fish Amendment 32.
In January, the Council held eight
scoping meetings around the Gulf
coast to solicit input on the proposed
amendment. Proponents stated that fish
traps were selective for red grouper over
gag, and they believed that new trap
designs would make the traps less likely
to ghost fish if lost. However, opponents
pointed to the previous issues associated
with fish traps, such as ghost fishing of
lost and improperly rigged traps, high
bycatch, and enforcement difficulties,
and doubted new trap designs would be
effective in resolving those issues.
During its February meeting, the
Council removed fish traps from

consideration from Amendment 32.
Also removed from the amendment
was recreational sector separation in
the grouper fishery. Instead, it will be
included for consideration in the Generic
Amendment to address annual catch
limits and accountability measures for all
stocks that currently have allocations. A
revised options paper will be reviewed by
the Council in April.
Management actions under
consideration in Reef Fish Amendment
32 are:
• A rebuilding plan for gag
• Annual catch limits and annual catch
targets for gag and red grouper
• Grouper accountability measures
• Adjustments to multi-use IFQ shares
• Recreational bag limits, size limits,
and closed seasons for gag/red grouper
See Gag page 10
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The Gulf Council, during its February
meeting in Mobile, Alabama, moved to
set control dates for king and Spanish
Mackerel in anticipation of possibly
developing a catch share program for
those fisheries. A control date is a
tool used to discourage accelerated
effort by fishermen in order to develop
a catch history before a program is
implemented.
The Council may establish eligibility
criteria based on catch histories from
and before the most recent full fishing
season. For king mackerel the control
date will be June 30, 2009, and for
Spanish mackerel the control date will
be March 31, 2010. Landings of king
and Spanish mackerel after these dates
may not count toward eligibility under
future management programs.

On March 15, 2010, NOAA Fisheries
Service published an advanced notice
of proposed rulemaking revising
control dates for the Gulf group king
and Spanish mackerel components of
the coastal migratory pelagic fishery.
The previous control date for both
components of the fishery was October
16, 1995. The current notice moves
the control dates to the end of the
most recent full fishing year to allow
incorporation of more recent, as well as
historical, fishing activity.
The revision of control dates does
not commit the Council or NOAA
Fisheries Service to any particular
management regime. The Council
may or may not make use of these
control dates as part of the qualifying
See Control Date, page 4
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I have been involved with the Council process for nearly
twenty years, and I’ve never witnessed as much unrest
among our stakeholders as in recent weeks. It’s true, that
in this political climate full of economic uncertainty, the
turmoil surrounding health care, and a plethora of other
national issues, gaining some traction for our fisheries problems is a challenge.
The problems have become so widespread - from Maine to Texas to the Pacific
coast - that a coalition is evolving. It’s an impressive coalition with no geographic
or sector boundaries. Fishing vessels from Panama City to Corpus Christi have
demonstrated peacefully in our major coastal passes, and recreational and
commercial fishermen, with interests from Gloucester to Galveston, have come
together in a united march on Washington. But perhaps what is most impressive
is that the D.C. personalities are listening.
It was reported that six U.S. Senators and nearly twenty U.S. Representatives
made appearances during the demonstration in Washington. In the following
days, Senators from both sides of the aisle queried the leaders of the
Department of Commerce and NOAA on the dire state of our nation’s fisheries
and what must be done to effect a cure.
In my last column I advocated for additional funding to be allocated to generating
the fishery independent data so crucial to executing reliable stock assessments.
But another issue that deserves attention is the fishery management process as
a whole. A fishery management plan will typically take at least two years from the
time of initial discussion at the Council level through implementation. While the
process is designed to ensure there is sufficient opportunity for public input - and
that’s a good thing - the required “cooling off periods,” compliance requirements
(e.g. NEPA and SFA), and Federal notice requirements, among others, result in
See Deck, page 5
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Recommended Sea Turtle Bycatch Prevention Strategies
A 2009 Biological Opinion on sea turtle bycatch has issued
an Incidental Take Statement for the Gulf of Mexico reef
fish fishery. The continued authorization of the fishery
partially depends on not exceeding the Incidental Take
Statement. NOAA Fisheries Service is recommending two
strategies to reduce sea turtle bycatch and mortality in the
Gulf reef fish fishery.
NOAA Fisheries Service suggests fishermen share
information, such as a recent bycatch event and/or
locations of protected species, with other captains. The
goal of identifying and exchanging information is to
avoid protected species bycatch. Reporting real-time
observations of sea turtles while fishing enables captains
to inform others to avoid the area where the interaction
occurred. Vessel operators are encouraged to move to
new fishing grounds when sea turtles are seen in a fishing
area or interact with gear. Anecdotal information indicates
that, moving the vessel from the grounds where a turtle
interaction occurred may reduce the chances of another
interaction.

Captains are also encouraged to describe the nature
of any of their protected species interactions, discuss the
results of any mitigation or safe handling/release measures
used, and share best practices.
Owners and operators of vessels with Gulf reef fish
commercial or charter vessel/headboat permits are
reminded that they must follow protocols for the proper
care and release of sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish, as
well as have specific release gear and instruction placards
onboard. These requirements must be met at all times,
even when recreational fishing.
For specific questions on sea turtle and smalltooth
sawfish release protocols, contact Charles Bergmann at
the NOAA Fisheries Service Pascagoula Laboratory:
Phone: 228-762-4591
Cell: 228- 623-0748
E-mail: Charles.Bergmann@noaa.gov

LSU Sea Grant to Conduct Charter Fishing Survey
More than 2,000 licensed charter boat captains in the Gulf
of Mexico will have the opportunity to participate in the
2009 Recreation For-Hire Survey (RFHES), which will be
held in mid-April.
The Recreation For-Hire Survey is conducted once
every ten years to gauge the economic health and policy
concerns of the charter fishing sector in the U.S. Gulf of
Mexico. This year, participants will be offered payment in
exchange for their cooperation.
“The recreational-for-hire industry is one of the most
important sectors of our coastal economy, but they are
also one of the most heavily surveyed group,” said Rex
Cafey, project leader and professor of natural resource
economics at Louisiana Sea Grant and the LSU AgCenter.
“We recognize that our respondents’ time is valuable,
we we’re glad to have cooperative research funds
available for those captains who elect to participate in this
study, he said.”

Payments for the voluntary survey will depend on
availability of funding by state. Information collected from
the project will be used to construct a baseline assessment
of the financial health and economic impact of the RFH
industry. Future researchers and policy-makers will have
access to this data for determining the economic effects of
other external forces, such as economic downturns, fuel
prices, policy changes and natural disasters.
Earlier versions of the survey were conducted by Texas
A&M University in 1989, and by the University of Florida in
1999. The 2009 survey - which will be distributed April 16 is being coordinated by Louisiana Sea Grant and the LSU
Center for Natural Resource Economics & Policy, and is
supported by federal fisheries research funding provided by
the National Sea Grant College Program and the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
For questions about the project please send an email to:
RFHSurvey@lsu.edu.
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Control Date continued from page 2
criteria for participation in any future catch share or other
management program for Gulf group mackerel. Fishermen
are not guaranteed future participation in the fishery,
regardless of their entry date or intensity of participation
in the fishery before or after the control dates under
consideration. The Council may give variably weighted
consideration to fishermen active in the fishery before and
after the control dates. The Council also may choose to take
no further action to control entry or access to the fishery and
rescind the control dates.
Publication of the control dates informs the commercial
fishing sector that the Council is considering management
measures in its jurisdictional area that could limit eligibility
in the commercial mackerel fishery. Implementation of any
program would require preparation of an amendment to
the fishery management plan and publication of a notice of
availability and proposed rule with pertinent public comment
periods.

NOAA Fisheries Request for Comments
Comments on the establishment of control dates for this
fishery must be submitted by April 14, 2010. Comments
should apply to the control date as an eligibility requirement
for a catch share program, not the catch share program
itself. You may submit comments by any of the following
methods:
● Electronic Submissions: Federal e-Rulemaking Portal:
http://www.regulations.gov. All comments received are
part of the public record and will generally be posted to
http://www.regulations.gov without change. No
comments will be posted for public viewing after the
comment period closes. All personal identifying
information (for example, name, address, etc.) voluntarily
submitted may be publicly accessible.
Do not submit confidential business information or otherwise sensitive or protected information. NOAA
Fisheries Service will accept anonymous comments.
To submit comments enter “NOAA-NMFS-2010-0031”
in the keyword search and then check the box “send a
comment or submission.” Attachments to electronic
comments will be accepted in Microsoft Word, Excel,
WordPerfect, or Adobe PDF file formats only.
● Mail: Susan Gerhart
Southeast Regional Office,
NOAA Fisheries Service
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-5505.

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Closures
Recreational Closures:
Red Snapper

Recreational red snapper season closed August 15,
2009, and will reopen June 1, 2010.

Grouper
Season closure for shallow-water grouper from
February 1 - March 31

Commercial Closures/Boundary
Shifts:
King Mackerel
The boundary between the Atlantic and Gulf groups
of king mackerel off Florida shifts, beginning April 1,
2010. This change also affects daily commercial trip
limits.
The area west of the Florida/Alabama state line is
considered the Western zone for the Gulf group king
mackerel year-round. This zone closed September 4,
2009, and will reopen July 1, 2010, with a trip limit of
3,000 pounds.
The commercial fishery for Gulf group king mackerel
in the southern Florida west coast subzone is closed
effective 12:01 a.m., local time, February 15, 2010, for
commercial hook-and-line vessels. NOAA Fisheries
Service has determined the 2009/2010 commercial
quota of 520,312 pounds of king mackerel from this
subzone has been reached. The closure will remain
in effect through the end of the fishing year, June 30,
2010.
The daily vessel trip limit is reduced to 500 pounds
beginning 12:01 a.m., local time, February 7, 2010,
for commercial hook-and-line vessels fishing for Gulf
group king mackerel in the southern Florida west
coast subzone. NOAA Fisheries Service is reducing
the trip limit after determining 75 percent (or 390,234
pounds) of the 520,312-pound quota has been taken.
The commercial fishery for Gulf group king mackerel
in the Florida east coast subzone is closed, effective
12:01 a.m. (local time) February 4, 2010, through
March 31, 2010.
The commercial fishery for Gulf group king mackerel
in the northern Florida west coast subzone closed
October 24, 2009 and will reopen July 30, 2010.
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April Council Meeting
Reminder
The Council will be meeting
the week of April 12 - 15,
2010 at the Galveston
Convention Center in
Galveston, Texas. Please
make your reservation under
the GMFMC room block to
receive the special discounted
room rate.
When the Council travels,
the deadline for comments
is moved up a day to
accommodate packing and
shipping of materials to our
meeting location.
Submission of written
comments and materials
to be included as part of
the briefing book materials
for this meeting MUST BE
RECEIVED by 5:00 p.m. EDT
April 6, 2010.
If you miss the deadline and
bring your own copies to the
meeting, please bring at least
30 copies for the Council. If
you wish your materials to be
made available to the public,
please bring additional copies.
A draft agenda can be found
on page 6.

Deck continued from page 3
plans that may be outdated before they take effect. How many times have we
heard during Council meetings: “How can you put in new regulations when the
last ones haven’t had a chance to work?”
I don’t have all the answers, but surely there is a solution that will streamline the
process to facilitate timely action. Perhaps in our united call for help from D.C.,
we can include a request for an updated, more efficient process. Maybe it’s
something that can even be bipartisan.
-Bob Shipp
Dr. Bob Shipp is chair Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and chair Department of Marine
Sciences, University of South Alabama.
The opinions express herein are those of the chair, and not necessarily those of the Council or its
individual members.

Red Snapper continued from page 1
During its February meeting the Council discussed the length of the 2010
recreational red snapper season; however, there was no official action taken by
the Council on this issue. NOAA Fisheries Regional Administrator will make that
determination after a review and analysis of the landings data, which will not be
available until late March.
NOAA Fisheries Service is required to close the recreational red snapper
fishery in federal waters when the quota is met or projected to be met in order
to prevent overfishing and to keep the recreational fishery from exceeding its
quota. One estimate projects that the 2010 season will be shortened to 51-60
days. The actual number of days in the red snapper season could be longer or
shorter, depending on the catch rate and the size of the snapper landed.

Send us Your Fishing Photos
We want to see your favorite fishing and fishery related photos! Whether
they are from a spear fishing adventure, a charter trip, or a commercial effort,
we’d like to see your photos and possibly use them on our web site or in our
newsletter.
Send us your photos and help
us build a photo library! To submit
your photos, please send an e-mail
with “Photo Library” in the subject
line to gulfcouncil@gulfcouncil.
org. Be sure to include your
name, address, phone number,
along with a description and
proper photo credit, then simply
attached the image and send.
Photo descriptions may be edited
for grammar, clarity, and/or length.
Photos must be in jpeg format
and should not exceed 1.5 MB (no
more than 200 ppi).

Thomas Garcia shows off his prized catch from
a recent fishing trip

NOTE: By submitting photos, you understand that if we decide to use your
photo, it can be used anywhere on the web site, in our newsletter or other
publications. We will display a brief description of the photo and your name,
unless requested otherwise.
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Committee Agenda
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
The Galveston Convention Center
Galleon Ballroom
Galveston, Texas
April 12 - 14, 2010

Monday April 12, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
AP Selection Committee - Full Council - Closed Session
* Review of Fishery Violations
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Budget Committee
* Review of 2010 Budget
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Administrative Policy Committee
* Modifications to Statement of Organization Practice and Procedures
and Handbook
* Review of Travel Handbook
11:30 a.m. - Noon
Joint Administrative Policy/Budget Committee
1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Reef Fish Management Committee
* SEDAR 19 Black Grouper Stock Assessment
* Report of Standing & Special Reef Fish SSC
* Options Paper for Amendment 32 - Gag/Red Grouper
* Framework Action for Greater Amberjack
* Reef Fish Limited Access Privilege Program Advisory Panel Report
Tuesday April 13, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Reef Fish Management Committee (Continued)
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Data Collection Committee
* Report of the Data Collection Advisory Panel
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sustainable Fisheries/Ecosystem Committee
* Report on the Uncertainty Workshop
* Scientific & Statistical Committee ABC Control Rule Report
* Options Paper for Generic Annual Catch Limit/Accountability Measures
Amendment
4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Coastal Migratory Pelagics (Mackerel) Management Committee
* Revised Options Paper for Amendment 18
*South Atlantic Council Actions on Amendment 18 Options Paper
4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
SEDAR Selection Committee
* Changes to the SEDAR Procedure
Immediately Following Committee Recess will be an informal Question & Answer Session on
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Issues
Wednesday April 14, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Shrimp Management Committee
* Report on 2009 Shrimp Fishing Effort
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Red Drum Management Committee
* Status Report on State Escapement Data
* Update on the SEFSC Methodology for Age Composition for Red Drum
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Council Agenda
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
The Galveston Convention Center
Galleon Ballroom
Galveston, Texas
April 14 - 15, 2010

Wednesday April 14, 2010
I. Call to Order and Introductions - Shipp
II. Adoption of Agenda1- Shipp
III. Approval of Minutes - Shipp
(10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.)
IV. Public Testimony 2,3,4,5 - Shipp
a. Exempted Fishing Permits (EFP) (if any)
b. Framework Action for Greater Amberjack
c. Open Public Comment Period 2,6
(10:15 a.m. - Noon & 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.))
V. Fisheries 101 - Bortone
(2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.)
VI. Committee Reports
a. Budget - McIlwain
b. Administrative Policy - Morris
c. Joint Administrative Policy/Budget Committee - Morris/McIlwain
d. Data Collection - Riechers
e. Coastal Migratory Pelagics (Mackerel) - Fischer
f. Sustainable Fisheries/Ecosystem -Morris
Thursday April 15, 2010
VI. Committee Reports
g. Reef Fish Management Committee - Minton
h. Shrimp Management Committee - Perret
i. Red Drum Management Committee - Pearce
j. SEDAR Selection - Perret
k. AP Selection Committee - Perret
VII. Other Business - Shipp
(11:30 a.m. - Noon)
1The established times for addressing items on the Council and committee agendas, except for those setting times for public
testimony or open public comment, may be adjusted as necessary to accommodate the timely completion of discussion relevant
to the agenda items. Such adjustments may result in the meeting being extended from, or completed prior to the date established by these agendas.
2Persons wishing to testify for either public testimony or open public comment must submit a registration card before the beginning of public testimony; otherwise persons wishing to testify may be denied. One card must be completed for each issue on
which persons wish to testify.
3Persons wishing Council members to have copies of written testimony or information should provide 30 copies to staff for
distribution. All written information shall include a statement of the source and date of such information. Any oral or written
statement shall include a brief description of the background and interests of the person testifying.
4Oral or written communications provided to the Council, its members or its staff that relate to matters within the Council’s
purview are public in nature. These communications will be made available to the public in their entirety and maintained by the
Council as part of its permanent record. Further, knowingly and willfully submitting false information to the Council is a violation
of Federal law.
5Anyone wishing to use electronic visual aids during public testimony must provide staff with a copy of the material at least one
hour before testimony begins to allow for a virus scan of said material.
6The Council has set aside this time for open public comment regarding any fishery issue or concern. People wishing to speak
before the Council should complete a public comment card, making sure to check the box marked Open Public Comment. In the
interest of giving everyone an opportunity to speak, speakers are asked to limit comments to three minutes. If your sentiments
are reflected in comments made by others, please state so and allow the next speaker to address the Council. Individuals may
be asked to reduce speaking time in order to accommodate all who wish to speak. Open public comment will end no later than
the time scheduled on the agenda regardless of the number of persons wishing to comment.
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Reminder - King Mackerel Seasonal Boundary Shifts
NOAA Fisheries Service reminds fishermen the boundary
between the Atlantic and Gulf groups of king mackerel off
Florida shifts, beginning April 1, 2010. This change also
affects daily commercial trip limits.

1,250 pounds.

April 1–October 31 (see map)

The west coast of Florida is divided into northern and
southern zones at 26° 19.8’ N. lat. (a line directly west from
the Lee/Collier County line). The northern subzone extends
to the Florida/Alabama state line and remains the same
year-round. However, with the April boundary shift, the
southern subzone for Gulf group king mackerel is reduced
to the area off Collier County. Both the northern and
southern subzones have a trip limit of 1,250 pounds until
75 percent of the quota is reached. After that, the trip limit is
reduced to 500 pounds until the end of the fishing season
or 100 percent of the quota is met. The northern subzone
closed October 24, 2009, and the southern subzone closed
February 15, 2010. Both subzones will reopen July 1, 2010,
with a trip limit of 1,250 pounds.

Beginning April 1, the boundary between Atlantic and

November 1–March 31 (see map)

Gulf groups of king mackerel shifts south and west from
the Flagler/Volusia County boundary on the Florida east
coast to the Monroe/Collier County boundary on the Florida
west coast. After the boundary shift, fish harvested along
the east coast of Florida, including all of Monroe County,
are considered to be Atlantic group king mackerel. The
2010 fishing year for Atlantic group king mackerel began
March 1, before the boundary shift; therefore, after April 1,
the fishery will be open along the entire Florida east coast,
including Monroe County.

During this time period, fish harvested southward of the
Flagler/Volusia County line to the Miami-Dade/Monroe
County line are considered to be Gulf group king mackerel.
The trip limit for the fishery in this Florida east coast
subzone during this time period is 50 fish per day, until
February 1, when trip limits may increase to 75 fish per day,
if 75 percent of the quota has not been reached.

The area west of the Florida/Alabama state line is
considered the Western zone for the Gulf group king
mackerel year-round. This zone closed September 4,
2009, and will reopen July 1, 2010, with a trip limit of 3,000
pounds.
The area north of 29° 25’ N. lat. (a line directly east of
the Flagler/Volusia County boundary on the east coast
of Florida) is considered to contain Atlantic group king
mackerel year-round, with a 3,500-pound trip limit.

After the boundary shift, the commercial trip limit for waters
off Volusia County becomes 3,500 pounds per day – the
same as the trip limit north of the Flagler/Volusia County
boundary. The commercial trip limit for the area southward
from 28° 47.8’ N. lat. (a line directly east from the Volusia/
Brevard County line) to 25° 20.4’ N. lat. (a line directly
east from the Miami- Dade/Monroe County line) becomes
75 fish per day. The trip limit off Monroe County becomes

Fish harvested from Monroe County during this time are
considered to be Gulf group king mackerel in the Florida
west coast southern subzone. This subzone extends south
and west from 25° 20.4’ N. lat. (a line directly east from the
Miami-Dade/Monroe County boundary on the east coast
of Florida) to 26° 19.8’ N. lat. (a line directly west from the
Lee/ Collier County boundary on the west coast of Florida).
The trip limit for the hook-and-line sector is 1,250 pounds
until 75 percent of the quota is reached. After that, the trip
limit is reduced to 500 pounds until the end of the fishing
season or 100 percent of the quota is met.
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Council Maintain Texas Shrimp Closure
By a unanimous vote, the Gulf Council approved a motion
during tis February meeting to continue the Texas shrimp
closure for 2010, to the 200-mile limit of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
The management objectives of the Texas closure are to
increase the yield of brown shrimp and eliminate the waste
of the resource caused by discarding undersized shrimp
caught during a period in their life cycle when they are
growing rapidly.
The closure results in larger shrimp in the fishery and,
subsequently, a higher market value. This enables
fishermen to harvest premium marketable-sized shrimp,
thereby increasing revenues to the shrimping industry.
Since 1981, when the Shrimp Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) was implemented, there has been some form of
closure off the coast of Texas. In 1989 the 200-mile
closure went into effect and has remained in effect
since.

Texas Shrimp Closure:
Closed from the coast line to 200-miles off Texas
Closure for 2010, approximately May 15 - July 15,
actual duration depends on sampling done by Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
Protects migrating juvenile shrimp which results in
larger shrimp
Larger shrimp result in increased revenues to the
shrimping industry

The closure is part of cooperative seasonal closure with
the State of Texas and runs concurrent with its midseason
closure.

SSC Member Read Hendon Named Fisheries Conservationist of the Year
Southern Miss fisheries biologist and Gulf Council Scientific and Statistical Committee member Read Hendon received the
2009 Mississippi Wildlife Federation Fisheries Conservationist of the Year award for his stewardship of the state’s marine
fisheries resources, during an awards banquet held in Jackson, Miss.
Hendon, assistant director of the Center for Fisheries Research and Development at Gulf Coast Research Laboratory
in Ocean Springs, was recognized as a key member of the ‘emerging generation’ of Mississippi fisheries researchers,
educators and managers.
He is engaged in multiple aspects of coastal fisheries that require scientific input for wise resource management, such
as spotted seat rout and its critical habitat.
Hendon involves Gulf Coast anglers in his research activities, most notably, the GCRL’s tag-and-release program, a
nationally recognized leader in angler-based fisheries conservation. He
also coordinates GCRL’s annual Mississippi Marine Fisheries public
workshop which is designed to keep the community abreast of current
research activities.
Mississippi’s marine laboratory, the GCRL, focuses on scientific
discovery related to coastal and marine resources, development of new
marine technologies and the education of future scientists and citizens.

Read Hendon, center,
accepts 2010 Fisheries Conservationist of the Year award

Hendon is also a member of the Gulf Council’s Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC). The SSC is the Council’s primary
technical advisory body and is charged with developing, evaluating,
and peer reviewing all technical aspects of council documents. The
SSC also provides a broad suite of technical recommendations
related to all aspects of the Council’s management program, including
addressing biological, social, economic, and environmental aspects.
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Council Developing Framework Action for Greater Amberjack
Council member Johnny Greene recently asked the Gulf Council to explore the option of changing the start of the greater
amberjack season for 2011 to later in the year. The rationale behind the request is that a split season would allow charterboat operators to use the available open days more efficiently.
The Council agreed and moved to have staff look at an alternative for greater amberjack that splits the number of
recreational fishing days to allow for an open season both before and immediately after the recreational red snapper
season. Staff is currently developing a framework action the explores this alternative, and is expected to have it back to
the Council for review and possible approval during the June Council meeting.

Gag continued from page 1
• Bycatch issues
• Time and area closures
A 2009 stock assessment update for gag indicates that
the stock is overfished and undergoing overfishing. Under
the Magnuson-Stevens Act National Standard Guidelines,
once a Council is notified that a stock is overfished or
undergoing overfishing it must develop a plan within two
years that will end overfishing and rebuild the stock within
ten years. Red grouper, while it continues to be neither
overfished or undergoing overfishing, has declined since
2005. The decline in both the gag and red grouper stocks
is attributed, in large part, to an episodic mortality event in
2005, most likely associated with red tide.

Harvest of Red Drum in the Gulf of Mexico Under Consideration
The Gulf Council in February requested NOAA Fisheries
to review and verify the methodology used in a draft
report titled “Recommended Age Composition and MarkRecapture Study Sample Sizes for Gulf of Mexico Red
Drum.” The report was handed out during the Council
meeting by Council member Harlon Pearce as part of his
efforts to determine if there is enough science to support
reopening the red drum fishery in federal waters.
If the methodology is deemed appropriate, the Council
will ask its Scientific and Statistical Committee to review it,
along with the last Red Drum Stock Assessment published
in 2000, the red drum fishery management plan from
1986, and the latest Gulf state landings data in an effort to
determine an acceptable biological catch and maximum
sustainable yield for red drum.

Depending on the recommendations of the Scientific
and Statistical Committee, the Council will set an annual
catch limit for red drum as required by the MagnusonStevens Act - annual catch limits must be set for all
managed species by 2011.
Additionally, staff is securing and reviewing information
from the five Gulf states on red drum escapement.
Escapement is the percentage of fish in a particular fishery
that escape from an inshore habitat and move offshore,
where they eventually spawn.
Using the updated escapement information, analyzing
the impacts that harvest in federal waters may have
on current state water harvests, and reviewing the
SSC recommendations on Acceptable Biological Catch
and Maximum Sustainable Yield for red drum, staff in
conjunction with NOAA Fisheries will prepare a discussion
paper and analysis on how red drum harvest in federal
waters would meet the research needs outlined by the Ad
Hoc Red Drum Review Panel.
If a determination is made that some sort of harvest
would be beneficial, Council staff may begin developing
a scoping document to amend the Red Drum Fishery
Management Plan to allow for its harvest in federal waters.

Page 11

Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Individual Fishing Quota Program Reminders
On January 1, 2010, an Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ)
program was implemented for Gulf of Mexico grouper
and tilefish fishermen. Changes were also made to the
red snapper IFQ program to align that program with the
new grouper and tilefish IFQ program. The administrative
functions of both IFQ programs were merged into
one online IFQ system. Anyone holding a federal Gulf
commercial reef fish vessel permit fishing for groupers,
tilefishes, or red snapper must abide by the federal
regulations for the IFQ program regardless of where in the
Gulf the fish are harvested.
Update Account/Personal Identification Numbers (PIN)
Both a User Identification number and PIN are needed to
access your IFQ shareholder account. UserIDs and PINs
were mailed to all eligible IFQ participants in October and
December 2009. If you are a valid commercial reef fish
permit holder who fishes for IFQ species and you have not
yet set up your online IFQ account, please contact IFQ
Customer Service at 866-425-7627. IFQ participants who
already have a UserID and PIN can update your account by
logging in to the IFQ online system and selecting “Update
Account.”
Vessel Account Setup
Any vessel landing IFQ species must have sufficient
allocation in the IFQ vessel account, at least equal to the
pounds being landed, from the time of landing notification
through landing, with limited exceptions. In addition, your
vessel PIN must be entered when completing a landing
transaction with a dealer. Instructions for setting up and
transferring allocation can be found on the IFQ homepage.
To locate your eight-digit UserID and PIN for your vessel
account, log in to your IFQ shareholder account, select
“Update Account”, then select your vessel. You can then
view and update your account information, including your
PIN.
Receive Share Transfers
After the seller initiates a transfer, the transfer recipient
must log in to their account to accept or reject the transfer.
After logging in, select “Shares”, then select “Receive
Transferred Shares.” You will then need to choose whether
to accept or reject each of the share transfers sent to your
account.
Cost Recovery
Dealers receiving IFQ species are responsible for collecting
cost recovery frees and submitting those fees to NOAA
Fisheries Service quarterly. To pay cost recovery fees,
log in to your dealer account, select “Cost Recovery”,
then select “Pay Cost Recovery Fees.” Dealers will need
to submit cost recovery fees for the period January 1
- March 31, 2010, beginning April 1, 2010. Fees must
be submitted no later than 30 days after the end of the

calendar year quarter. Fees not received by the deadline
will be considered delinquent. To receive a reminder email
regarding payment of cost recovery fees, enter an email
address on the “Update Account” page within your online
dealer account.
Pre-approved Landing Locations
Landing locations submitted on or before February 15,
2010, are under review. Approved landing locations will be
added to the list of pre-apparoved landing locations by April
1, 2010. Locations that are not approved will be notified
be email on or before April 1, 2010, with the reasons for
disapproval. Landing locations submitted between February
15 and April 15, 2010, will be reviewed and approved or
disapproved by the Office of Law Enforcement on or before
July 1, 2010.
Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS)
Updated VMS forms for the IFQ program are now available.
Updates were emailed to Faria users in late January.
Faria users should follow those instructions to install the
updated form. VMS forms for Boatracs users should have
automatically downloaded and installed to the VMS unit.
Thrane and Thrane users unable to download updated
forms can contact their local marine electronics dealer/
installer or GMPCS Personal Communications at 954-9733100 to obtain instructions on how to update the VMS.
All updated IFQ Landing Notification Forms should now
contain a section for estimated catch reporting; otherwise,
you are not using the correct form and should make
arrangements to update your form as soon as possible.
Additionally, Federal regulations required Gulf Reef Fish
permit holders to make a declaration prior to all trips.
Declarations can be made using your VMS or by calling
888-219-9228 (option 3). Permit holders must also have
an approved 2010 Power Down form onboard prior to
powering down their unit. Contact 800-758-4833 (option
4) if you have questions or require assistance with either
requirement.
Earned Income Qualification
Anyone obtaining or renewing a commercial vessel permit
for Gulf reef fish must derive more than 50 percent of
their earned income from commercial fishing or charter
fishing during either of the two calendar years preceding
the application. Commercial fishing includes the harvest
and first sale of fish. Income derived from the sale of
commercial IFQ shares or the leasing of commercial
IFQ allocation may not be used as income for permit
qualification. Submitting a false income qualification
affidavit to NOAA in support of a permit application is a
violation of federal law.
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The Gulf Council would like to hear from you! Please contact us regarding
fishery questions, comments, or concerns you would like to see covered in the
Gulf Fishery News. Anyone interested in submitting information, such as articles,
editorials, or photographs pertaining to fishing or fisheries management is encouraged to do so. Submissions may be mailed to Charlene Ponce, Public Information
Officer, Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, 2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite
1100, Tampa, FL 33607. Materials can also be sent via fax to 813-348-1711, or by
e-mail to charlene.ponce@gulfcouncil.org.
The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional fishery management councils established
by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The Council is responsible for the
development and modification of fishery management plans (FMPs) that are designed to manage fishery resources in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico from state boundaries to the 200-mile limit.
Gulf Fishery News is a publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. Any material in this newsletter
may be reprinted or reproduced; however, please credit the Council when reprinting articles from this newsletter.
A publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Pursuant to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Award No. NA05NMF4410003

