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BUILDING STRONG®

Todayôs Objectives

ÁGulf Coast Corps Districts

ÁRegulatory Authorities

ÁAuthorization Types

ÁApplication Process

ÁCorps Review

ÁPermit Special Conditions

ÁStakeholder Engagement 
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Gulf Coast Corps Districts

3



BUILDING STRONG®

Corps Authority

ÁRivers and Harbors Act, 
Section 10 Jurisdiction 
extends out to 200 nautical 
miles.

ÁClean Water Act, Section 
404 within 3 nautical miles 
off the coast of Florida and 
inland waterways.
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http://vlex.com/vid/19766543
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Types of Authorizations

ÁIndividual Permits - compliance with laws and 

regulations occurs during a case-specific 

analysis

Ʒ Letters of Permission 

ÅNot controversial; no public notice

ƷStandard Individual Permits 

ÅComplex, can be controversial; public notice 

required 

ÁGeneral and Nationwide Permits

ƷAuthorize activities with minimal adverse effects, 

individually and cumulatively
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Types of Authorizations (cont.)

ÁProgrammatic General Permits 

ƷDelegate authority to governmental entities for 

issuance of minor permits on behalf of the Corps

Ex. PGP SAJ-99 Liverock and Marine Bivalve 

Aquaculture in the State of Florida
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Individual 

Permit (Public 

Notice issued)

Corps

Individuals

Special Interests

Other Agencies

404(b)(1) Guidelines

Public Interest Review

Compliance with NEPA, ESA, 

NHPA, EFH, CZM, WQC

Favorable 

Decision
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Federally Recognized Tribes

Adjacent Property Owners

Corps Permit Review Process

GP/NWP

Verified

PGP

Verified 

Unfavorable

Decision

Corps

Entity With 

Delegated Permit 

authority

Permit Application

Submittal

Individual 

Permit Issued
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Agency Coordination

Agencies copied on the PN for coordination and comment:

Á U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Á National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Á Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Á State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

Á Federally Recognized Tribes

Á U.S. Coast Guard

Á Port Authorities, i.e. Port of Panama City 

Á Military bases, i.e. Eglin, Naval Support Activity

Á Non-governmental organizations, i.e. Gulf of Mexico Fishery 

Management Council
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Conservation

Economics

Aesthetics

General Environmental Concerns

Wetlands

Historic Properties

Fish and Wildlife Values

Flood Hazards

Floodplain Values

Land Use

Navigation

Shore Erosion and Accretion

Recreation

Water Supply and Conservation

Water Quality

Energy Needs

Safety

Food and Fiber Production

Mineral Needs

Property Ownership

Needs and Welfare of the People

Public Interest Review Factors
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Section 7 of the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

ÁThe Corps is required to evaluate the effects of the 

proposed federal action on any federally listed 

threatened or endangered species or its designated 

critical habitat.

ÁFor determinations other than ñno effectò consultation is 

required with USFWS and/or NMFS.
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Programmatic Consultation Tools
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Á Jacksonville Biological Opinion (JaxBO):  Addresses 
consultation for NMFS species for ñin-waterò work 
authorized by all NWP, RGPs, PGPs, and SPs that 
meet the applicable Project Design Criteria (PDCs) 
for ten activities.  JaxBO utilizes PDCs to comply 
with the ESA and concur with the Agencyôs Not 
Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) determination.

Á Manatee Key:  Dichotomous key for certain ñin-
waterò work provides concurrence with Agencyôs 
NLAA determination. 
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Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
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Á Corps completes EFH Assessment for adverse 
effects to EFH.

Á Corps initiates consultation with National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS).

Á NMFS provides EFH Conservation 
Recommendations to Corps for consideration of 
avoidance, minimization, & compensatory mitigation 
into permit decision.
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Section 106 (Historic Resources)
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Á Surveys may be required from applicants to ensure 
proposed reef or aquaculture structures will not 
impact resources.

Á Requires coordination with the Corps archaeologist 
and State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).


