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D1 – South Atlantic, FL Keys, & Caribbean SAs
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Sanctuary Focus
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
High Volume of Referrals
Areas to Be Avoided
Groundings
Prohibited Fishing/Gear Use

Sawfish Story Released February
$20,000 Reward
Geiger Key area
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-

story/endangered-sawfish-found-dead-missing-its-
rostrum-florida-keys

Unlawful to possess, sell, carry or transport 
Endangered Species-includes parts 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/endangered-sawfish-found-dead-missing-its-rostrum-florida-keys
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Sanctuary Focus
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary
Re-Education and Outreach-2021 Expansion
No Anchoring Allowed
Hook and Line Allowed-no longline gear
Use Provided Mooring Buoys
Sanctuary Staff and USCG assistance

BE AWARE OF SANCTUARY BOUNDARIES

Fishing Clinic Outreach
Military Families
Replicate in Keys?
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OBSERVER PROGRAM SAFETY

Training
Sexual Assault/Harassment
Coverage and Fishery Violations

Notice to Owners/Operators
Prevention
Response
Reporting
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UNPERMITTED CHARTERS
Captains Meetings Outreach

Patrols

Recent Outcomes
Multiple Civil Penalties $5,750-$20,200
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OUTREACH
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Partnerships
GMFMC Enforcement Partners
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TARGETED OPERATIONS

SEAFOOD IMPORTS
Port of Panama City, FL
Inspections/Training

Ports of Entry-El Paso, TX
Inspected local seafood dealers
>600 lbs oysters, exotic species leather and 
prohibited products seized
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Report A Violation

NOAA’s Law Enforcement Hotline,
available 24/7 at 
(800) 853-1964

• Location, time, and date of the activity.
• Description of the activity.
• Name(s) of the vessel, owner/operator, captain, crew, 
or additional witnesses.



QUESTIONS


	Enforcement Updates �
	Slide Number 2
	Sanctuary Focus
	Sanctuary Focus
	OBSERVER PROGRAM SAFETY
	UNPERMITTED CHARTERS
	OUTREACH
	Partnerships
	TARGETED OPERATIONS
	Report A Violation
	QUESTIONS

