
●'Xu^'usi 1 . 2022

John Armor
Diroclor of the (Jffico of National iVlai-inc' Sanctuaries
1305 L'last-VVcsl Highway, 11 ih Floor
Silver Spring. Ml) 200 10Florida Fish

and Wildlife
Conservation
Commission

Dear Mi-. y\rmor:

At our u])coming Seim'inbor mooting, the Florida l-'ish and Wildlife Oinsorvation
Commission (FWil) will discuss the I'lorida Keys National Marino Sanctuary
(FKNMS) Kostoration lllueprint Draft Kulo. Wo wi l  l recoivo a Joint presentation by
FWC and FKNMS staffs, take public comment, and then discuss (he Kostoration
Bluepi-ini Draft Rule and the process foi- FW() providing comments.

Commissioners
Rodney Barreto
Chairman
Co/a/ Gables

Steven Hudson
Vice Chairman
Fon Lauderdale

The FKNMS is a critically important area for the State of Florida. I t hou.^es the
largest contiguous seagrass area in ih(' northern hemisj)horo and the largest coral
reef ecosystem in the coni inontal United States. This Sanctuary houses many of tht'
important recreational and commei-cial fisheries for our state, such as the spiny
lobster fishery. FKNMS also includes significant spawning aggregations for these
sitecies. including mutton snapper and black grouper.

Gary Lester
Oxford

Albert Maury
Co/a/ Gables

Gary Nicklaus
Jupizer The FWC takes its role as a cooperating agency seriously. Although our staff has

been involved in the Sanctuary Advisory Council process and assisting with
community working groups, as Commissioners we want to ensure that staff has a
robust discussion on the items in th(' jilan and the ability to i-espond to public
cornmtmts since we will be responsible for implementing the fisheries regulations foi-
state waters of the FKNMS.

Sonya Rood
St. Augustine

Robert A. Spottswood
Key West

Office of the
E.xecutive Director
Eric Sutton
Executive Director

On iH'half of our Commissioners, I am r('(iuesting that (he FWC be able to submit
comments on the Draft Rule in I’ebruary 2023, rather than by the public comment
deadline of October 20, 2022. This timeframe would allow the Commission to receive
presentations from staffat more than one Commission meeting, review the publicThomas H. Eason. Ph.D.

Assistant Executive Director comments submitted to the FKNTVIS. and provide detailed tlireciion to stalTto infoi-m
our comment ing let ter on the Draft Rule.Jennifer Fitzwater

Chief of Staff

It has been a pleasui-e working with youi- staff at (he FKNMS, We look forward to
continuing our great working relationshij) moving ihi-ough this process. Ifyou have
additional comments or ([uestions. ph'ase contact Jessica McCawley. Dii-ector of iIk'
Division <of M a rine I’isheries Ma nagcmient: 850-J87-055J or

850-487-3796
850-921-5786 FAX

Managing fish and wildlife
resources for their long-term
well-being and the benefit
of people

llevk^MvI-'Wc'.com. 'fhank you for your consideration of this reciuest.Jess: TlrCh

Sincei-eji^
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800-955-8771 (T)
800 955-8770 (V)

Sarah Fangman
Fd Dindelof
Ci l McRae
.Shawn Hamilton

cc;

WyFWC com

Tab N, No. 5(a) 


