
Carrie Simmons, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council 
4107 West Spruce Street, Suite 200 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Dear Dr. Simmons, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-5505 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/southeast 

07/20/2021 F/SER24:PH 

At its April 2021 meeting, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council (Council) took final 
action on a Framework Action to the Fishery Management Plan for Reef Fish Resources of the 
Gulf of Mexico: Modification of Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper Recreational Data Calibration and 
Recreational Catch Limits (Framework Action). Consistent with standard procedures, staff made 
the necessary edits to the document and on June 6, 2021, the Southeast Regional Office (SERO) 
submitted the Framework Action to the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) for review. 
The SEFSC responded with comments on the Framework Action on June 21, 2021 (attached). 
One of the comments indicated that Preferred Alternative 2 was not based on the best available 

science because it delayed the implementation of the calibration methodology until 2023. The 
SEFSC stated that delaying implementation would result in the private angling component 
exceeding their annual catch limit in 2022. The SEFSC points out this is "inconsistent with the 
requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act." 

The SEFSC made some suggestions to address this comment, but these suggestions are beyond 
what staff can address without Council input. Because the Council has yet to transmit the 
Framework Action to SERO for implementation, I request the Council add this to the August 
2021 meeting agenda to review and address the SEFSC comment. Thank you for considering 
this request and I look forward to working with the Council to implement this important 
framework action. 

Attachment 

cc: Thomas Frazer, Ph.D. 

Sincerely, 
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Andrew J. Strelcheck 
Acting Regional Administrator 
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