
Revision of the ABC Control Rule

SSC Recommendations
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Background
• The ABC control rule is used to create a buffer 

between OFL and ABC to reduce the risk of 
overfishing in the light of scientific uncertainty

• Requires characterization of scientific uncertainty 
(a science issue -> SSC) and definition of a risk 
policy (a management issue -> Council)

• ABC control rule is proposed by SSC but adopted by 
the Council



Aims of ABC Control Rule Revision
• Better characterize scientific uncertainty (most 

assessments underestimate scientific uncertainty 
and therefore, the true risk of overfishing at a given 
ABC)

• Clearly separate the characterization of scientific 
uncertainty from the risk policy (currently, the risk 
policy (P*) is modified depending on how well 
scientific uncertainty is characterized)

• Make the buffer dependent on stock abundance: 
greater buffer when stock abundance is low. 
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SSC Discussion and Determination re. 
Ralston Method vs. Alternatives 

• The SSC is interested in the Ralston method (using a 
default minimum uncertainty derived from a meta-
analysis of stock assessments)

• The SSC also recommends further exploration of 
other, conceptually different approaches such as F-
multipliers (i.e., Restrepo et. al) 



Harvest Control Rule (HCR)

(how buffer changes with stock abundance)









SSC Discussion and Determination re: 
the Harvest Control Rule (HCR)

• The SSC is interested in exploring a range of options 
for the HCR

• Overall, the SSC favors simplicity and robustness 
(not too many hinge points or opportunities to 
‘tweak’ the rule)  



SSC requests re: information to help 
evaluate the performance of 
alternative ABC control rules

• Past performance of existing rule
• Past performance of deviations from existing rule 

(e.g. us of FOY proxy F-multiplier)
• Simulation performance of potential alternative rules
• Implications of alternative rules for ABCs of Gulf 

stocks



SSC discussion re: information to help 
the Council consider its risk policy 
(part of ABC control rule)

• Risk of overfishing vs. fishing opportunities forgone
• Costs of overharvesting to stocks and stakeholders
• Consideration of phase-in of changes in catch limits
• Social considerations and management buy-in
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