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What is an Aquaculture Opportunity Area?

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas show high potential for commercial aquaculture. A science
and community-based approach to identifying these areas helps minimize interference with
other enterprises, account for current fishing patterns, and protect the ecosystem.

ADAs will expand economic ADAs use the best available ADAs minimize Interactions with
opportunities in coastal and science to find appropriate other users, such as shipping,
rural areas, and increase our spaces for sustainable fishing and the military.
nation’s seafood security. aguaculture.

Assessment and Use of AOAs

Stakeholder input is essential in the design and location of AOAs
and NOAA expects these areas will be shaped through a public
process that allows constituents to share their community and
stewardship goals, as well as critical insights.

AOA size, exact location, and farm types will be determined through spatial analysis and public

Iinput to expand sustainable domestic seafood production while minimizing potential user
conflicts. Farms will still need to go through the permitting process and environmental reviews,

Learn more; fisheries.noaa.gov



