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• Stick to the subject - If you are writing about a specific issue or grouping of issues, stay on topic. If 
you have multiple topics to discuss, it’s best to write separate letters.

• Identify yourself - Are you a marine scientist, recreational fisherman, commercial fisherman? If you 
are representing a group, give the name of the group and the size of its membership.

• State your opinion - State the reasons for your opinion. Be explicit and directly refer to the actions 
and alternatives being considered. 

Serve
Interested citizens may serve on panels or committees. If you are interested in serving, talk to Council 
members, the Executive Director, and the key staff person for the fishery in which you are interested. A list 
of panels and committees can be found at www.gulfcouncil.org.
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Reference Desk

Common Terms and Definitions

Fishery Management Plan (FMP) - A set of management objectives and strategies for achieving those 
objectives. The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council currently has fishery management plans for 
reef fish, shrimp, spiny lobster, coastal migratory pelagics, corals, red drum, and aquaculture. 

Overfishing Limit (OFL) - The threshold that allows for the greatest possible harvest of fish, and above 
which the size of the stock is no longer large enough to sustain itself. 

Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) - Determined by the 
Council’s scientific and statistical committee. It is the 
amount of fish that can be removed from a stock. It is set 
lower than the overfishing limit to account for scientific 
uncertainty and natural fluctuations in stock size. 
 
Total Allowable Catch (TAC) - A term usually 
synonymous with annual catch limit. 

Annual Catch Limit (ACL) - The amount of fish that can 
be harvested from the stock each year.  ACL must be set 
by the Council at a level that is less than or equal to the acceptable biological catch. If the annual catch 
limit is exceeded, accountability measures are triggered. 

Annual Catch Target (ACT) - Set by the Council if deemed necessary. Annual Catch Target is set at a level 
lower than the annual catch limit to account for any management uncertainty that may occur. It creates a 
buffer so that harvest does not exceed annual catch limit and trigger accountability measures. 

Accountability Measure (AM) - Actions taken to prevent fish harvest from exceeding annual catch limits, 
and if exceeded, can mitigate or correct the overage. There are two types of accountability measures: in-
season measures, designed to reduce the likelihood annual catch limits will be exceeded within a fishing 
year; and post-season measures, which address overages after they have occurred. 
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Important Phone Numbers

NOAA Fisheries Operations Branch     727-824-5305
NOAA Fisheries Permits and Regulations Branch   877-376-4877
To apply for permits online:  www.nmfspermits.com

NOAA Fisheries nationwide federal fishing violations hotline  800-853-1964
NOAA Fisheries 24-hour tuna information permit applications  888-872-8862

NOAA Fisheries Highly Migratory Species Division   301-713-2347
NOAA Fisheries Swordfish/Billfish Recreational Reporting  800-894-5528

Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary   409-621-5151
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary    305-809-4700

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council    843-571-4366

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission    228-875-5912

U.S. Coast Guard, 7th District (Florida east of St. Marks)   305-415-6781
U.S. Coast Guard, 8th District (St. Marks, Florida to Texas)   504-671-2245

NOAA Fisheries Regional Office for Law Enforcement   727-824-5344

NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Field Offices:

    St. Petersburg, FL       727-824-5344
    Marathon, FL        305-743-3110
    Niceville, FL        850-729-8628
    Slidell, LA        985-643-6232
    Galveston, TX       409-770-0812
    Harlingen, TX       956-423-3450 
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Important Phone Numbers

State Agencies:

Alabama Department of Conservation and Marine Resources  251-861-2882
  Information or to report state fishing violations  251-968-7576
  24-hour voicemail to report state fishing violations  251-476-1256

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission information 850-488-4676
 To report state fishing violations    850-488-9924
         888-404-3922
  Cellular phone       *FWC

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries information  225-765-2800
 To report state fishing violations    800-442-2511

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources information
 or to report state fishing violations    228-374-5000

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Information   800-792-1112
 To report state fishing violations    512-389-4848
         281-842-8100
         800-792-game
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Notes
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