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Public Comment Summary
Framework Action: Modifications to the Greater Amberjack Fishing Year and the Recreational
Fixed Closed Season
20 Written Comments Received
Action 1: Modify the Fishing Year for Greater Amberjack
 Support for Alternative 2 – Modify the fishing year to be August 1 – July 31.
Action 2: Modify the Recreational Fixed Closed Season for Greater Amberjack
 Support for Alternative 2 – Modify the recreational fixed closed season to be January 1 –
March 31 and May 1 – July 31 (open April 1-April 30 and August 1-December 31).
 Texas doesn’t really have a season because the quota closure is in place before the
fishing is good.
 The season should be split, open April – May and again September – November.
 The season should be open April-May and again August through October with a 1 fish
bag limit. Or with at 1 fish for every 2-angler bag limit.
 An August – December season is unacceptable for anglers east of the Mississippi river.
 The season should be moved later in the year when more anglers have access to the
resource.
 Do not close the season January – February, it keeps the charter industry alive in those
months.
Amberjack Specific Comments
 Rather than close the season, the bag limit should be dropped to one fish per vessel
with a year-round season because amberjack are large, trophy fish.
 A one fish bag limit with weekend only year-round season would be best.
 Anglers should be allowed one amberjack per boat with a 38-inch minimum size limit.
 The Council should consider a one fish per-two angler bag limit to ensure a longer
season.
 Under a one fish per two angler bag limit, a March – May and August – November
season would be acceptable.
 We couldn’t have over harvested our quota in the first three months of this year.
 Amberjack are abundant off the states of Florida, Mississippi, Texas, and Louisiana.
 Amberjack have very low release mortality.
 Support for a 1-2 year moratorium on amberjack fishing.
Other Comments
 Federal regulations continue to oppress recreational anglers despite a tremendous
increase in the size of fish.
 Fisheries management should be controlled by the states.
 The federal government is controlled by special interests and lost in bureaucracy.
 Catch estimates are wrong.
 Stock assessments are inaccurate.
 An overfished fishery should be shut down for everyone, not just one sector.
 Anglers should be allowed to catch all species of fish for a few months in the summer.
 Commercial fishermen should not have more rights than recreational anglers.

